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Wisdom from Romans  
Pastor Martha 

 

9ꜞLet love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10ꜞlove one another with mutual affection; 

outdo one another in showing honor. 11ꜞDo not lag in zeal, be ardent in spirit, serve God. 12ꜞRejoice in 

hope, be patient in suffering, persevere in prayer. 13ꜞContribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality 

to strangers. 

  14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15ꜞRejoice with those who rejoice, weep 

with those who weep. 16ꜞLive in harmony with one another; do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; 

do not claim to be wiser than you areé 21Dꜞo not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil  

with good.  

Romans 12:9-16, 21 

 

September is a time of so many transitions. As summer turns to fall, a new school  

year begins. Here at church, we enter a new year of faith formation for all ages,  

and we have a new schedule for our Sunday mornings: 9:30 worship, 10:30 hospitality,  

and 11am faith formation for all ages. New patterns, new people, new places to be.  

I know I always feel a mix of excitement and stress as I get ready for big transitions.  

Perhaps you and those you care for are feeling big feelings too.  

 

We are a community that is ócentered in Christ,ô as we proclaim in our mission  

statement. I found these words of encouragement from the Apostle Paul in  

Romans chapter 12 as our community gathered for bible study this last  

Wednesday. This Romans text reminds us of our central call: to live the  

love that we receive through God in Christ. This call to love is a call to  

humility, care, hospitality, endurance, and solidarity, and as we live this  

call in community with one another, we begin to live Godôs dream  

of beloved community.   

 

As a new season unfolds, I invite you to find moments of holy  

pause to pray, read Scripture, and remember that you are  

Godôs precious and beloved child, made for  

beloved community.  
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Wednesday nights this Fall: Gospel of Mark Lab 

Starting September 16, 6:15 - 7:15pm, after community 

meal   
Sam Bardwell  

 

This fall, everyone is invited to play, dance, wonder, imagine and embody our way through the Gospel of 

Mark on Wednesday nights. Come elders and babies and everyone in between, come dreamers and doubters, 

come one and all, come sometimes or all the time!  

As we gather weekly to explore Mark's Gospel, we will bring our various and sundry gifts to bear.  

Understanding ourselves as expressive vessels for the stirring of the Spirit, no gift of expression will be  

dismissed. Some will lift up their voices in proclaiming the good news, some their instruments, some their 

paint brushes, some their knitting needles.  

After the fall season spent workshopping and incubating and metabolizing the text, we will return in the new 

year with a script and staging specifics as we home in our particular telling of the Gospel.  Come January,  

Wednesday Community Meals Are 

Back!  
 

Join us every Wednesday from 5:30ï6:15 PM for our new and  

improved vegetarian community meals, lovingly served by Marcin, 

Alex, and Teresa. Come hungry, leave happy! Enjoy a delicious 

meal, make new connections, and share some nice conversation 

with the community. Good food. Good company. Good vibes.  

 

See you Wednesday! 
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rehearsals will again take place on Wednesday evening and will culminate in several public performances.   

I hope you will join us! 

What you can expect from time in the Gospel of Mark Lab this fall: creative, embodied warm-ups that get us 

in our bodies, imaginative ways into the text, collaborative brainstorming and wondering, fresh expressions 

and epiphanies. This will be a different form of 'bible study' from what you've experienced in the past.  

We will journey our way through the Gospel of Mark, selecting stories from within the chapters below to  

focus in on in our work and play together. If you can't make it on Wednesday nights, please read along at 

home - and I would gladly welcome your creative input via email or conversations as we bring the Gospel of 

Mark to life. 

Fall Schedule - Gospel of Mark Lab texts 

Sep 16     Mark Chapter 1 

Sep 23     2-3:6 

Sep 30     3:7-4 

Oct 7       5 

Oct 14     6 

Oct 21     7-8:10 

Oct 28     8:11-9:29 

Nov 4      9:30-10 

Nov 11    11-13 

Nov 18    14-16   

 

Beloved Community, we are called to share the good news of Jesus Christ.  This year at OSLC you are 

uniquely invited into this evangelism, this sharing of the gospel witness, as we dedicate ourselves to this  

Gospel work together.  

Adult Choir will start back Sunday Sept. 13th for God's 

Work, Our Hands Sunday!  

Kent Goodroad 

 

Rehearsal will start @ 9 am. Wednesday evening rehearsals will resume Sept. 16th @ 7:15-8 PM. This fall, 

the adult choir will sing in worship the 2nd and 4th Sundays of every month (with a few exceptions - choir 

members check your emails for details).   

Other opportunities to share your gifts 

Sound Team  

Are you interested in helping with sound on Sunday morning? We are working to create a team to support 

Mike Libby (who is currently our team captain!). If yes, please reach out to either Kent 

(kent@oursavioursmpls.org) or Alyssa (alyssa@oursavioursmpls.org). 

Special Music  

Would you like to share a special musical selection or prelude on a Sunday morning? Do you play an  

instrument or sing? If your answer to any of these questions is YES,  please reach out to either Kent 

(kent@oursavioursmpls.org) or Alyssa (alyssa@oursavioursmpls.org).  
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September Mission of the Month: The English Learning 

Center 
 

The English Learning Center, a program of Our Saviourôs Com-

munity Services (OSCS), provides free adult basic education 

courses right in the basement of OSLC!  

On Mondays-Thursdays, year-round, classes are offered in the 

mornings and evenings. Students can attend either in person or 

online.  

Classes are taught by volunteers, who are trained and supervised 

by ELC staff.  

During our 2025 - 2026 fiscal year: 

625 students studied English at the ELC 

These students spent a record 51,747 hours learning in ELC 

classrooms! 

Students came from 44 different home countries and spoke 29 

first languages 

177 volunteers shared 4,950 hours teaching at the English Learn-

ing Center, in online and in-person classrooms.  

The ELC currently offers seven different levels of English clas-

ses. Students take a placement exam when they enroll in the pro-

gram and are ñpost-testedò at regular intervals to make sure the 

class they are in matches their skill level.  

 

44% of "post-tested" students moved up at least one level during the 

year 

In August, special programming allows ELC students to get to know the 

community of Minneapolis better. Recent field trip destinations includ-

ed the Minneapolis Institute of Art, the American Swedish Institute, the 

sculpture garden, and the downtown Central Library.   

As many of you know, the English Learning Center was initially formed 

in 1981 as a mission of OSLC.  

 

Your Mission of the Month gift to the English Learning Center will help 

us continue supporting those in our community seeking English instruc-

tion.  

 

Jennifer Manthey 

jennifer@oscs-mn.org 612-843-3604 
photos: ELC students view exhibits on a recent field trip to  

the Minneapolis Institute of Art. 


