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Love your God, Love your Neighbor 

Pastor Martha 

 

We had a fantastic week of Building Beloved Community 

Camp June 15 ï 19 at Diamond Lake Lutheran Church! Itôs 

always a joy to stitch together this meaningful camp with  

beloved ecumenical colleagues and to share time with so many 

Our Saviourôs kids, youth and volunteers. Special thanks to 

LaVonne Batalden for helping me cut quilt squares for the kids 

to decorate ï we will be contributing some beautiful quilts 

with loving messages from kids to Haven Watch.  

 

Every year, we write an original song together with songwriter Tim Gustafson (aka Gus). Gus 

writes the refrain ahead of time based on our theme, and he weaves together the kidsô ideas for the 

verses. Can you identify the Scripture stories we used at camp on Monday and Tuesday that 

shaped verses 1 and 2?  

 

Enjoy reading these lyrics! Kids will be eager to share this song with the OSLC community later in 

August when we have camp worship.   

 

Love Your God, Love Your Neighbor  

Original song by Tim ñGusò Gustafson and day campers, 2026 

 

Refrain: 

Love your God, with all your heart and soul; 

Love your neighbor as yourself. 

Love your God, with all your heart and soul; 

Love your neighbor as yourself. 

 

Verse 1: 

 

On the road to JERICHO 

A traveler was ATTACKED AND ROBBED. 

He was HURT AND HELPLESS 

And was left there ALL ALONE. 

 

Two more travelers PASSED RIGHT BY 
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They didnôt care or EVEN TRY. 

But then came a SAMARITAN  

Who HEARD HIM MOAN. 

 

He bandaged him and GAVE HIM FOOD 

Picked him up and PAID HIS WAY. 

That was just THE LOVING THING TO DO. 

 

You can shovel, rake, or trim, 

Help repair your neighborôs things. 

Bring them food and find them shelter, 

Build community and sing! 

Build community and sing! (To Refrain) 

 

Verse 2:  

 

 Jesus saw A HUNGRY CROWD, 

 And wondered ñIS THERE ANY FOOD?ò 

And he felt COMPASSION FOR THEM, 

It was getting VERY LATE. 

 

The disciples gathered TWO WHOLE FISH 

And then they found FIVE LOAVES OF BREAD. 

Jesus prayed and BLESSED THE FOOD  

Offered GRATITUDE. 

 

The disciples SERVED THE CROWD THE FOOD, 

A feast that they could NOT EXPLAIN, 

And gathered up TWELVE BASKETS THAT REMAINED. 

 

If youôre gonna love your neighbor 

You can help them know theyôre seen. 

You can swap the mashed potatoes 

If theyôd rather have ice cream! 

If theyôd rather have ice cream! (To Refrain) 
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Luther Crest Bible Camp ² Be a Pen Pal for a Camper  
Pastor Martha  

 

If you'd like to send mail to a camper with a prayer, blessing, or well-wishes, that would be a lovely  
day-brightener. Please send mail the week before or on Monday the week-of so itôs delivered the week-of! 
Unfortunately weôve had some mail not make it in the past.  

 

Margaret Libby is going to Luther Crest July 5 ï 10.  

 

Here are the kids and youth going to Luther Crest August 2 ï 6: 

 

Thomas, Zoey and Sadie Lindley  

Beda and Lydia Hall  

Lydia Schwehn 

Joan Comstock  

Harvey, Clara, and Abby Ries  

Henry Heaton  

Naomi and Will Bardwell 

Ian Libby 

Ziggy Smith 

 

You can send mail to campers at this  
address:  

Camper's Name 

Luther Crest Bible Camp 

8231 County Road 11 NE 

Alexandria, MN 56308 

Robbinsdale City Band Concerts 

Nancy Nygaard Johnson 

 

Check out the Robbinsdale City Band concerts in July!  All concerts are outside.  Bring a chair or blanket!  

The concerts feature a Jazz Band Preview prior to the main event. I play clarinet in the band.  Would love to 

see you at a concert! 

 

Friday July 10th ï Hollingsworth Park (N end of Crystal Lake) @ 6:30pm  Robbinsdale Whiz Bang Days 

Sunday July 26th ï Lake Harriet Bandshell @ 2:00pm. 
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Help Needed for Renate and Joel®s Wedding Reception 

Nancy Nygaard Johnson 

 

Youôve heard or seen the announcement by now.  Yes, Renate Willer and Joel Beard are getting married on 

Sunday July 12th during the church service at 9:30am.  Jeanne Heer and I, along with others, are organizing 

the help needed to have the reception.  There are many jobs available, including helping put the tent up in the 

back yard, doing set up and prep on Saturday evening, helping Sunday morning/

afternoon to prep, serve and clean up.  We also need some pies to add to the reception.  

Please sign up to help using QR Code or sign up at church on July 5th.   

If you have any questions, please reach out to me at n2j2@comcast.net.    

Wedding Invitation 

 

To clear up any rumors, wondering, or speculation, we are happy to share that yes, indeed, we are engaged to 

be married! We have decided to have the ceremony on Sunday, July 12, during the regular church service at 

9:30 am. We want to celebrate with you all, our church community, who have been a large part of our  

relationship journey. We know that this congregation will continue to be a support for us in our married life.  

 

Immediately after the conclusion of the service we invite everyone in attendance to be part of a whole group 

photo in the sanctuary. Afterward, we will provide sambusas and pie, along with the usual coffee, tea, and  

lemonade, as we celebrate with you all. There will be a large number of outside guests attending the service 

that day, so expect an extra-full sanctuary, and maybe plan to arrive a little early. 

 

With joy, 

Renate Willer and Joel Beard 
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Rise, Shine & Serve!  

By Outreach & Evangelism Table 

 

Youth, parents, and adultsðjoin us for a fun morning of serving breakfast to our OSCS shelter residents on 

Saturday, July 11, 2026, 7:45 a.m.ï10:30 a.m.! 

We'll be rolling up our sleeves to make homemade biscuits with our very own Dan Swenson-Klatt. Bring your 

enthusiasm and a willing heart! It's a wonderful opportunity to serve our neighbors, work together, and share 

God's love through a warm, homemade breakfast!  

Pastors Away for Kingian Nonviolence Training 2.0 

Pastor Esther 

 

Pastors Martha and Esther will be away for the Kingian Nonviolence Training 2.0 in Selma, Alabama,  

organized by the Selma Center for Nonviolence and Reconciliation, from July 19-25, 2026. 

We are looking forward to this training as we continue to organize and deepen our commitment to the work of 

nonviolence and reconciliation in service of justice and love in the Twin Cities. We will not be at church on 

July 19. Ralph Baumgartner will be our guest preacher, and Kristie Hennig will serve as presider. We are also 

grateful to have Liz Lewis leading the children's message. 

Please keep us in your prayers during our journey and as we learn alongside other practitioners. 

Join Us in the Neighborhood!  

Pastor Esther 

 

Our community partners have invited Our Saviour's to be part of two exciting neighborhood events this  

summerðand we'd love for you to join us! 

Safe and Sound Summer Festival at Peavey Park 

Saturday, July 18 | 12:00ï3:00 p.m. 

The Phillips West Neighborhood Organization (PWNO) and Hope Academy have invited us to host a resource 

table at their Community Resource Fair. This is a wonderful chance to meet our neighbors, share the ministries 

of Our Saviour's, and let our community know they are always welcome here. 

National Night Out 

Tuesday, August 4 | 4:30ï7:30 p.m. 

Our partner for the ELCA Local Hunger Grant and Healing Circles, the Greater Minneapolis Council of 

Churches (GMCC), has invited us to be part of their National Night Out celebration at 1100 East Lake Street. 

The evening will include BBQ, drinks, collaborative art, games, music, and fun for all ages! 
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These events are also a great opportunity to invite people to Our Saviour's Block Party on Wednesday, August 

26 while building relationships, listening to our neighbors, and sharing God's love through simple  

conversations and hospitality. 

 Bring your family, invite a friend or neighbor, or come on your own! Whether you can stay for the whole 

event or just part of it, your presence will help us be a welcoming face of Our Saviour's in our community. 

If you'd like to help staff our table at either event, please let me know. We'd love to have you join us! 

 

Volunteer Help Request ² Property  

Preparation for Indigenous Protector 

Movement 

Zoe Meyers, Volunteer Coordinator at Our Saviour®s  

Community Services 

 

 

 

 

Dear Church Community, 

 

My name is Zoe Meyers, and I am the Volunteer and Community Engagement Coordinator at Our Saviourôs 

Community Services. I began my involvement with OSCS as a Volunteer English Teacher at the English 

Learning Center in the basement of Our Saviourôs Lutheran Church. Since starting my role as Volunteer  

Coordinator this past April, I have absolutely loved seeing the collaboration and community building between 

OSCS and OSLC. I am thrilled that the Indigenous Protector Movement will soon be part of our community 

as well. 

As many of you know, Our Saviourôs Lutheran Church is in the process of transferring the ñGreen Houseò 

on Elliot Avenue to the Indigenous Protector Movement (IPM) as part of an ongoing commitment to repara-

tions, healing, and relationship-building in our south Minneapolis community. 

For many years, this property has been home to residents in the permanent supportive housing program at Our 

Saviour's Community Services. As those residents transition to new housing throughout July and August, we 

are preparing the space for its next chapter. 

 

On October 1st this year, IPM will move into the property and begin using the space for their work that in-

cludes Indigenous-led advocacy and community safety. To support this transition, OSCS is organizing  

volunteer efforts throughout the summer to help get the space ready, as we aim to be welcoming and good 

stewardsðleaving the house in excellent condition so they can immediately focus on their program and plans 

without needing to worry about repairs. 

Volunteer Needs: We are seeking individuals and groups to assist with painting, cleaning, removing furniture 
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and other items left behind, light repairs, and yardwork. 

Timeline: Most current residents will have moved out by July 1st. Volunteer work will take place during July, 

August, and September. Ideal hours for volunteers are Monday - Friday between 9:00 a.m. and 3:30 p.m. 

(this is flexible based on your availability). 

How to Get Involved: If you or a group is interested in volunteering, please email or text me with your name 

and contact information. You can also indicate your availability and the type of work youôd like to help with. 

No experience is necessaryðwe appreciate all help! Children under 12 must always be supervised by an adult 

volunteer or chaperone. 

Contact information: Zoe | volunteer@oscs-mn.org | 612-386-6626 

Thank you for your continued commitment to this important step in healing and repair. Your efforts will make 

a meaningful difference in preparing this space for the Indigenous Protector Movement and strengthening our 

shared community. 

 

With gratitude, 

Zoe Meyers 

YOU Are Invited to Upcoming Racial Justice Gatherings  

Pastor Esther 

 

One of the most meaningful parts of my ministry has been serving on the Leaders of Color and Racial Justice 

Liaisons core teams in our synod. Through these experiences, I have grown in faith, built meaningful  

relationships, and learned practical ways to work toward justice and reconciliation. 

I would love for you to join us at some upcoming opportunities to learn, connect, and engage in this important 

work. 

Our next Racial Justice Liaison Gathering will be: 

Tuesday, July 28 

6:00ï8:00 p.m. 

Diamond Lake Lutheran Church 

5760 Portland Ave., Minneapolis 

Three additional opportunities to uplift: 

July 14, 7pm online webinar:  Equipping the Church to Dismantle White Supremacy-- Webinar 2: Freedom  

of a Christian: Reclaiming the Gospel for Justice.  

This is a 5-part webinar series hosted by the ELCA Racial Justice Ministries that began in May.  Registration 

required (use QR Code below) to receive the webinar link (will be recorded and emailed to registrants).  

Additional resources for this series: 

¶ Flier with all future dates: July 14, Sept 8, Nov 10, Jan 12 

¶ Webinar 2- July 14 Flier & Info 
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Join the Poll Chaplain/Peaceteam & Digital Democracy Initiative 

Know Your Rights ± De-escalation ± Community Care 

 

The Interfaith Movement Chaplains Network, in partnership with Minnesota Interfaith Power & Light, is 

launching a statewide initiative to equip congregations and communities to foster healthy democracy through 

education, community care, and Poll Chaplaincy. Learn more about the initiative and ways to get involved. 

Register using QR Code to receive updates on trainings and engagement opportunities. Open to all,  

no ordination or formal role needed.  

¶ Webinar 1 recording: Naming White Supremacy in Lutheranism 

¶ Webinar 1 resources- notes from Dr. Thomas and Dr. Smithôs Powerpoint 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1RbnuUmvhnGT8lt-MYI25To7N2XEgKfTRyDw5Ox7s_2Q/edit?usp=share_link
https://allnationsindianchurch.breezechms.com/form/pollchaplains
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September 18-20: Kingian Nonviolence Training 1.0 at Our Saviour®s  

Lutheran Church (2315 Chicago Ave, Minneapolis).  

 

Here is a flier which includes info on two outstanding facilitators Nikesha Tilton from the Selma Center of 

Nonviolence and Reconciliation in Selma, AL and Bruce Bryan a longtime global human justice advocate and 

the U.S. Ambassador for justice defenders who will be joining us. Register deadline is August 15.  

When inviting others, we ask that invitations be extended thoughtfully to individuals who would benefit from 

and meaningfully engage in the training, as space is limited. Scholarships are available for those who may 

need financial assistance. 
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Mission of the Month ² Casa Esperanza 
Kristie Hennig 

 

ñCasa Esperanza ï ñHope Houseò ï is a ministry of the Salvadoran  

Lutheran Church, providing basic care to the unsheltered of San  

Salvador. For over 25 years this Ministry of Love & Solidarity has been  

a welcoming place for men, women, and families to socialize, share a hot 

meal, wash themselves and their clothing, receive basic first aid, and  

participate in substance abuse recovery.  

Our Saviourôs Lutheran Church (OSLC) has long served the unhoused 

via Our Saviourôs Housing. Hope Houseôs current search for stable  

funding gives the OSLC community the opportunity to extend similar 

care to some of the most vulnerable on the streets of El Salvadorôs  

capital. 

This coming August a delegation which includes OSLC people will visit Hope House. Weôll be invited to share 

lunch with persons who are sleeping outside some of whom have been deported back to El Salvador by the 

countries where they had been residing. Weôll pray with them and seek to encourage them with our words and 

smiles and presence.  Photo: Casa Esperanza 
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FOR SUCH A TIME AS THIS:  

Powerful Public Discipleship  

Julie Abrahamson, for the ISAIAH core team  

 

What if faith wasnôt meant to stay private? We are living in a time when faith is often talked about, but not 

lived in ways that reflect the heart of Jesus. Too often, Christianity is used to divide, exclude, or harm. But the 

way of Jesus is rooted in love, justice, mercy and community. 

People are searching for more ways to live out our faith in a world that feels heavy, divided, and uncertain. 

Some of us feel it deeply right now, an urgency that this moment is asking something of us as Christians.  

What does it mean to truly follow Jesusé today?  

 

The ISAIAH core team at OSLC is planning a summer discipleship series. beginning with three Sundays  

following worship on July 26, August 2 and August 9. Lunch and childcare will be provided. Mark the dates 

on your calendars! Two more sessions will be scheduled later. We want EVERYONE to consider joining in 

this journey. Our OSLC Team members will be reaching out to invite folks to join us! 

 

Our emphases will include: 

Session 1: The Power of Public Christian Witness for Such a Time as This. We will explore the  Jesusô 

public ministry, the importance of discipleship in Christian witness today, and over history in America,  

including stories of of Dr. King, Bonhoeffer, and Fannie Lou Hamer.   

 

Session 2: The Discipline and Practice of Discipleship. We will dig into the Christian practice of  

discipleship. We will explore ways to concretely love God and love our neighbor as ourselves.    

 

Session 3: Taking Bold Prophetic Christian Action. We will plan and implement an action with others,  

grounded in our Christian faith, that is powerful, has stakes and meaning for the world around us.  

 

Session 4: Bearing Witness and Taking Action. This session the actual action being taken by our group. 

Time and details TBD.   

 

Session 5: Debrief, Celebration and Preparation. Time and details TBD.  

 

This journey is about reclaiming the way of Jesus ðtogether.  

 

The OSLC Team members: 

Marki Wogstad-Hanson, Joel Abrahamson, Dave Comstock, Carol Hornbeck, Ralph Baumgartner, Harmon, 

and Julie Abrahamson. 
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OSLC at the Lynx  

Kent Goodroad 

 

OSLC Members and Friends!   

Join us for a night of fun with the Minnesota 

Lynx on July 28th @ 7:00pm as we take on 

the newly formed Toronto Tempo. Tickets 

are $25 a person. We reserved 50 tickets. Use 

the QR Code below to register. 

Lutheran Night at Target Field - Tuesday 

Aug 11th 

Nancy Nygaard Johnson 

 

Join OSLC and other Lutherans from around the area on Tuesday August 11th 

for the annual Lutheran Night at Target Field. The Twins will be playing  

Baltimore at 6:40pm. Our tickets are in section 225, rows 5-7. The cost is $28 

per seat. Sign up at church or email me with your sign up. Orders will be due by Sunday July 19th. There will 

be an opportunity to sing the National Anthem with the Lutheran Night Choir. Youth grades 7 to 12 are  

encouraged to join the group and the cost of the youth tickets will be covered by church. Any questions,  

contact me at n2j2@comcast.net. 


