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Chives from our community garden. 
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Changes to our summer worship life begin June 7 

The flowers keep blooming and so do we  

Pastor Martha 

 

 

Dear church, my what blooms surround us in these days! The peonies in my neighborôs yard are absolutely 

lush and gorgeous. The melons and tomatoes I just planted are putting forth their first flowers. Continuing 

to behold the transformation in these plants are a visual reminder that we are always growing and  

blooming too by the power of the Holy Spirit.  

 

When we come together for worship, we are watered, nurtured, and tended by our loving God. Worship is 

at the heart of our life together and a place where our roots can drink deep from the well of Godôs wisdom, 

life and grace. This summer, we are making two changes to our worship life as a response to the needs of 

the congregation, after much discussion and discernment led by the worship, music and arts table; altar 

guild; and staff. 

 

9:30am worship time ï As I hope youôve heard by now, we are shifting our worship to 9:30am from June 

ï August. Several members have commented that 10:30am worship feels too late for the summer with the 

beauty of creation calling us outdoors. This 9:30am time also gives us a chance to try out a new rhythm, 

where hospitality time flows out of our worship and can be a time when new folks and old folks alike can 

experience community life and make connections.  

 

Juice only for communion ï We will be moving to juice only for communion as well. This is a way we 

embody Christôs welcome to the table for members and visitors who are in recovery  ï and a way of  

showing that we indeed are one body that shares one cup. Unfortunately, we had an incident recently 

where someone in recovery accidentally had wine. It was very distressing for them ï the opposite of what 

we hope for from holy communion (safety, belonging, abundant love for all).  There are other Lutheran 

churches that do this in the Twin Cities ï and other denominations, including Methodists, that exclusively 

use juice. In this same spirit, we are continuing to explore gluten free breads, without success yet...  

 

Welcoming your insights - OSLC Council, staff, altar guild, and worship table leaders will be especially 

attentive to how these shifts feel, and we will be discerning mid-summer  

about whether to extend these holy experiments into the fall as well.  

We welcome you, dear church members and friends, as discernment  

partners.  

Please reach out to staff and council members if youôd like to talk more.  
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May 22 ² Land Donation Agreement Signing with Indigenous 

Protector Movement And A New Chapter Begins  

Pastor Martha 

 

Thank you to everyone who came out to the Land Donation Agreement signing ceremony celebration! What 

a very special day. In many ways, this day was a culmination of years of relationship-building, truth-telling 

and discernment. But even more so, it is a new beginning as we prepare to welcome these neighbors to this 

block and continue to grow in relationship, truth and neighbor-love. Here are a few photos from the event. 

You may also find video of the press conference portion of the day using this QR Code : 
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Neuroinclusivity and the Neurodivergent Mind of God 

Craig Simenson  

 

At our Adult Forum on May 3, OSLC member Rev. Craig F. Simenson (he/him) led the presentation/

workshop, "Called to Be a Pentecost Church: Neurodiversity in Worship".  Craig recently began work as the 

Worshiping Community Program Manager with the Gathered project at St. Clement's Episcopal Church in St. 

Paul with the mission of building church that works for Neurodivergent children (ages 3-12).  If you'd like to 

talk more about the Gathered project or your own experiences with neurodiversity in the church, reach out to 

Craig at craig@gatheredmn.org. 

 

The work of making church a more neuroinclusive community is near and dear to Craig's heart, as his own 

family, which includes Rev. Hannah Campbell Gustafson (UCC) and daughters Leona and Ruth, is proudly 

Neurodivergent.  Read on for his reflection on John 14:1-14 and the Neurodivergent Mind of God as glimpsed 

through the "many rooms" of Ruth's wondrous imagination: 

 

Her mind is a house with many rooms.  You can see this - they become manifest - when she and her older  
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sister build forts in the living room.  Gather as many blankets as you can find, old bedsheets, a kid-sized tent, 

and the cardboard box from the basement that once contained a brand-new chest freezer, and our rather small 

living room becomes palatial - a covered maze of multiple rooms, add-ons, and secret closets, each one with 

particular purposes in mind - a room for the babies to sleep, a reading nook, a place to play games, even a 

crawlspace for the grown-up humans to take part.  Their imaginations rolling out whole and complex  

architectures before us, like the ever-unfolding instructions laid out before Moses and Aaron as they  

constructed a tabernacle in the wilderness, a tented temple in which Godôs Word became flesh and dwelt 

among them, going with them wherever they journeyed and whatever they faced. 

 

Her mind is a house with many rooms.  Both of my daughterôs minds are (w)holy mysteries to meðand I also 

want to take a moment to stay, to abide, in particular, in the mansion that is Ruthieôs mind: whirling thoughts 

of meaning-making, deep introspections (well beyond, it seems at times, her four earthly years!), and infinite, 

eternal imaginationðeternal Word becomes flesh, as Ruth stands before the doll house, arranging furniture 

and outbuildings, and situating each of the dolls and their many animal companions in their appointed places - 

every time, this act of creating is as eternal as the words of Genesis or John chapter 1, in so far as she knows 

exactly where everything and everyone is called to be, in an intricate web of co-existence - no grown-up dare 

try to tell her otherwise or re-arrange the pieces! 

 

Yet, importantly, it is not just the dollhouse and its inhabitants who live, but anything and everything can  

become at once and suddenly animate and alive in her mindðdolls and stuffed animals that speak and have 

relationships with one another, but also matchbox cars, paper cut-outs, rocks and feathers and acorns, Legos 

and building blocks without faces that nevertheless exist together as family: mamas, and dads, and sisters, and 

babies, aunties, cousins, and grandparents. 

 

Her mind is a house with many roomsðmultiple dwelling places and manifold worlds that themselves are  

constantly unfolding, ever expanding. 

 

Do not let your hearts be troubled, Jesus assures the disciples, In my Fatherôs house there are many dwelling 

places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 

 

Several years ago, before children, I and three others stayed for several nights in a modest home, four of us to-

gether out of a larger group of travelers from Wisconsin, in the West Bank, with Palestinian host familiesðin 

the morning, we rode in the wagon pulled behind the familyôs small tractor out to the groves to work the olive 

harvestðin the evening, we ate and drank thick Arabic coffee and conversed across languages as best we 

could.  The familyðthree generations of them lived on the ground floor.  We, their guests, walked up the open

-air stairs to stay in the second floor flat, which had been added onto the first for the eldest son and the  

expectations of a growing family and future generations.  The third floor was unfinished, a level rooftop,  

rainwater barrel in one corner, and space perhaps for the family to sleep on warm nights.  Notably, iron rebar 

extended up in the corners and along the four outer wallsð 

when we asked about it, we found out that this was not haphazard or accidental, but rather an intentional part 

of the design, left there for rooms yet to be built but prepared for all the same, for family and generations that 

were still to come.  It was as if the house itself was a living thing, responsive, adaptable, generative. 
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Do not let your hearts be troubled, Jesus assures.  His words anticipate crucifixion and resurrection, Roman 

cross and empty tomb, and beyond themðworlds yet to be born, rooms yet to be built but prepared for all the 

same. 

 

In my Fatherôs house, there are many rooms.  Jesusô promise is palatial in itself, with many meanings rather 

than just one.  And yet one likely possibility reflects this Semitic sensibility still evidenced in indigenous  

Palestinian architectural traditions: Jesus goes to prepare a place that is not yet finished, rooms that lead to 

rooms that lead to rooms, a multi-generational kin-dom of mutual indwelling, a living house. 

 

And if even the house of God is a living thing, then what is Jesus preparing us for but a whole new way of  

relating to the kin-dom of God?  Not as a kingôs palace or forever-gated city but as a dynamic and ever  

unfolding ecosystem.  Jesus in Johnôs gospel reconfigures the kin-dom of God beyond the scope of mere  

human handiwork and suggests that Godôs kin-dom is instead more akin to that of God already evident and 

everywhere around usðwhether within the biodiverse creation born of the Word from the beginning, or the 

multifaceted human mind. 

 

Godôs mind is a house with many rooms, and so is ours.  But how often, how easily, how quickly we are told 

to board up whole rooms of ourselves, to foreclose on the possibilities of imagination, to bar the doors to 

blessed minds let loose and freeðwhen the world tells us that we are ñtoo weird,ò ñtoo loud,ò ñtoo wild,ò ñtoo 

childish,ò ñtoo lazy,ò ñtoo intense.ò   

 

I used to have an imagination like Ruthôs - chances are many of us did - and am only now, later in life, opening 

up the house again. 

 

Yes, in the house of God there are many dwelling places, multiple intelligences, and diverse brain types.  And 

there is also this: that to know the way to the place where Jesus leads, one must know the one who leads us.   

I am the way and the truth and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through me. 

 

The only way into the house is by knowing the one who can open the doors for us.  One cannot get to the 

worlds inside Ruthôs mind except through Ruth.  ñIf youôve met one Autistic, youôve met one Autistic,ò we 

say in the Autistic community.  Or in the disability justice movement: ñNothing about us without us.ò  The  

kin-dom of God is revealed one person at a timeðthere is no other way. 

 

To behold a child - any and every child - with their mind still wondrously free and abundantly alive  

is to behold Jesus  

is to behold Godð 

Godôs infinite mind, Godôs living houseð 

so that where God is, there we may be also. 
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Engaging Scripture this Summer 
Sam Bardwell 

 

Dear members of the OSLC community,  

Engagers of Godôs story, readers and receivers of the Good News of the risen Jesus Christ and the vitalizing 

Spirit, I, Sam, your fellow member and storyteller, greet you in the temporary capacity of ñDirector of  

Scripture Engagementò and invite you, over four weeks in the Season after Pentecost, to freshly inscribe Godôs 

Word on your heart, to, perhaps, explore more deeply and share more boldly this Gospel we proclaim as Good 

News.  

Mission of the Month: Lutheran World Relief  

Pastor Esther 

 

This month our Mission of the Month is to support Lutheran World Relief (LWR). Founded 

by Lutherans in the United States at the end of World War II, grounded in Lutheran theology and building on 

decades of experience, LWR tackles global poverty by helping people adapt to the challenges that threaten 

their livelihoods and well-being. Affirming Godôs love for all people, LWRôs mission is to work with  

Lutherans and partners around the world to end poverty, injustice and human suffering. Thank you and  

blessings! 

Online giving - If you are interested in giving online to Our Saviourôs for the Mission of the Month or general 

offering, use this QR Code. Your donations will be greatly appreciated by these two meaningful organizations. 

Youth & Intergenerational Gathering ² Serving at OSCS Shelter 

Pastor Esther 

 

Every second Saturday of the month, our youth, parents and adults will serve at the OSCS Shelter! 

We are thrilled to have received the ELCA Local Hunger Grant. One of the main goals of this grant is to  

expand our meal ministry for OSCS shelter residents. As part of this effort, our youth and others will help 

serve breakfast once a month. 

Our next breakfast meal will be Saturday June 13!  Weôll meet at the shelter at 8:30 AM and serve breakfast 

from 9:00 to 10:00 AM. Afterwards, we will return to church for cleanup and a time of reflection. 

For more information, please contact Pastor Esther at esther@oursavioursmpls.org. 

ConĜrmation Kickoff 

Pastor Esther 

 

Pastor Martha and I are excited to begin our confirmation program in Fall 2026! If you have a youth entering 

7thï9th grade, please let me know so we can add you to our confirmation roster. 

Our first preliminary meeting will be for parents or caring adults only on Sunday, June 7, following worship. 

We look forward to gathering together to share our ideas and vision for the year. 
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Celebrate our Graduates 
Pastors Esther and Martha 

 

Join us on Sunday June 14th after worship as we celebrate our graduates.  Cake will be served. 

 

High School Grads 

Konami !Khabeb 

Benjamin Robles ï Edina High School 

Connor Owens ï Apple Valley High School 

 

College Grad 

Cole Kehrberg ï St Olaf College, double major in Quantitative Economics and Environmental Studies,  

with concentrations in Data Science and Statistics.   

 

Masters 

Freya Hauer ï Masters in Social Work, Augsburg University 

A sample reader resource for 5/31, the First Sunday after Pentecost/Visitation of Mary to Elizabeth, can be 

viewed using the QR Code below (or reach out to Alyssa or Kent for an emailed version). I will create four 

more resources for subsequent readings and readers for 6/7, 6/28, 7/12 and 7/26.  (Pastor Esther will be using 

different texts for 5/31 so the resource texts will not apply for that day).  Think of the reader resource as a  

commentary that lifts up the technical aspects of our storytelling alongside the theological claims, a companion 

document specifically designed to assist the proclaimer of the Good News.  If theology deals with what is 

ñGoodò about the Good News, then, with the help of these resources, we will pursue how to make the goodness 

ñNew.ò  This is our task: to exhume supposedly dead works, to work, by the power of the Spirit, the  

resurrection of a text we hold sacred, to make of ourselves expressive vessels for the stirrings of the Spirit, to 

help the Word of God land with intention and faithfulness on those with ears to hear.  We are called to be  

renewed, as St. Paul says, and to be renewers.  It is through this renewal that we seek to freshly inscribe Godôs 

Word on your heartðnot to memorize words on a page, not to impress God or our neighbors with our  

rhetorical flourishðbut to learn these stories by heart, and once we have them etched for easy access on our 

fleshy tablets, to help our fellow members metabolize them too. 

For each reader interested in engaging Scripture in this way on 6/7, 6/28, 7/12 or 7/26, please let Kent 

and Alyssa know.  For the weeks that include reader resources I will be available thirty minutes before each 

service to help the reader prepare for lifting up their voice.  I will also be available, by appointment, if the  

reader is interested.  If you have any questions, please reach out to me (bardwellsam@gmail.com).  I will share 

each resource with all of you and I look forward to your feedback as we engage in this holy experiment of  

robust and faithful engagement of scripture.  

 

With rigor and love, Sam Bardwell (temporary director of Scripture engagement) 

 

Sam: bardwellsam@gmail.com, Alyssa: alyssa@oursavioursmpls.org, 

Kent: kent@oursavioursmpls.org 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1wac1h-Gq8k7hip69KXtOU4RDgF-jNPO1/view?usp=drive_link
mailto:bardwellsam@gmail.com
mailto:bardwellsam@gmail.com
mailto:alyssa@oursavioursmpls.org
mailto:kent@oursavioursmpls.org
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Adult Volunteers Needed for Building Beloved Community Day 

Camp! June 15-19, 2026 
Pastor Martha 

 

Building Beloved Community Day Camp needs LOTS of adult volunteers due to the growth weôve  

experienced...that means we need YOU. If you love kids and have a heart for volunteering, we can use you as 

an adult shepherd, registration volunteer, lunch supervisor, kid companion, snack helper, tie dye washer, or in 

a myriad of other roles during day camp week.  

 

Join us June 15-19 (M-F) from 8:30 amð4 pm at Diamond Lake Lutheran for all the fun. Weôd love to 

have you whenever you are available...all day every day or for just a few hours one day of the week. We 

can fit all kinds of availability into our great puzzle of volunteers. Come and play with us!  

 

Use the QR Code to fill out the volunteer form  so we can get you plugged in.  

 

Public Discipleship Formation for Such a Time as This 

Harmon Abrahamson for the ISAIAH core team 

 

What if faith wasnôt meant to stay private? Some of us are searching for more ways to live out our faith in a 

world that feels heavy, divided, and uncertain. Some of us feel it deeply right nowða quiet urgency, or even a 

loud oneðthat this moment is asking something of us as Christians. What does it mean to truly follow Jesusé 

today? 

 

The ISAIAH core team at OSLC is planning a summer discipleship experience. Together, we will: 

Build meaningful relationships within OSLC 

Deepen our understanding of Jesusô life and teachings 

Explore what it means to love our neighbors in real, tangible ways 

Learn how faith calls us to respond to injustice, not ignore it 

Take part in a shared experience that brings faith to life beyond Sunday mornings 

 

We are planning a series of five guided sessions. The first three are planned over lunch after Sunday worship 

on July 19, 26, and August 2.  

Session One: The Power of Public Christian Witness for Such a Time as This - This session explores the  

public ministry of Jesus Christ and the importance of discipleship in relationship to Christian ministry and  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeYQno7QHamYbMShrz1CscIxtZZm6g4J64c4GFyFwfukqw8sg/viewform
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witness today and over recent history in America, including stories of of Dr. King, Bonhoeffer, and Fannie 

Lou Hamer.  

Session Two: The Discipline and Practice of Discipleship - Here, we will dig into the Christian practice of dis-

cipleship. At its core, discipleship requires relationship - both with God and others. We will explore ways to 

concretely love God and love our neighbor as ourselves.   

Session Three: Taking Bold Prophetic Christian Action - This session is about how to plan and execute an ac-

tion with others, grounded in our Christian faith, that is powerful, has stakes and meaning for the world around 

us. 

Session Four: Bearing Witness and Taking Action - The fourth session is reserved for the actual action being 

taken by the participants. Time TBD.  

Session Five: Debrief, Celebration and Preparation 

  

We are living in a time when faith is often talked about, but not always lived in ways that reflect the heart of 

Jesus. Too often, Christianity is used to divide, exclude, or harm. But the way of Jesus is different. It is rooted 

in love. In justice. In mercy. In community. 

This journey is about reclaiming that wayðtogether. 

 

Please plan to join us on this journey this summer. Mark the dates on your calendar! There will be more details 

and registration information later in June. Stay tuned! 

 



 

Our Saviourôs Lutheran Church  June 2026 

 

OSLC at the Lynx  

Kent Goodroad 

 

OSLC Members and Friends!   

Join us for a night of fun with the Minnesota Lynx on July 28th @ 7:00pm as we take on the newly formed 

Toronto Tempo. Tickets are $25 a person. We reserved 50 tickets. Use the QR Code below to register. 
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Loving Homes Needed  

Camilla Horne 

 

It is that time of year to prune the beautiful plants that reside at Our Saviours.  Besides being a welcom-

ing ELCA family, why not welcome a member of the Our Saviour's plant community into your home?  

Here is a picture, description, and little paragraph about the care required for a particular plant: 

Ti plant - water every 12 days. - Partial sun. East, west, or southeast facing window. 

Moderate difficulty caring for this plant. Disease resistant, Sleep aid, Shade tolerant, and 

heat tolerant.   

Split-leaf philodendron. Toxic when eaten by humans and dogs and cats. Full shade is 

ideal (3 hours maximum sunlight needed). Water every 2 weeks.  

Ultimate height - 6ft to 15 ft. Width - 10 feet to 15 feet. Low Maintenance - Easy to 

care for.  

Boston Fern. Non-toxic to humans and pets - Full Shade (3 hours maximum  

sunlight needed) - Water every 7 days. Ultimate height - 40 cm to 250 cm. Width - 

2ft. to 3 ft. Disease resistant, pet-friendly, and heat tolerant. Moderate difficulty to 

care for.   

Moth Orchid - Water every 10 days. Partial sun - orchid potting soil. Pet-friendly, 

heat tolerant, and long-flowering. Moderate care required.  

Baby burro's tail -  water every 21 days - non-toxic to humans and cats. Full sun. Use 
succulent cactu soil. South facing window. Hard to care for. Disease resistant, pet-
friendly, and adaptable to poor soil.  

African Violet -  Water every 12 days. Non-toxic to humans or animals. Partial to 

full sun, Eas tor southeast  facing window.  
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Moth Orchid - Water every 10 days. Partial sun - orchid potting soil. Pet-friendly, heat 

tolerant, and long-flowering. Moderate care required.  

 

Arrowhead plant - water every 12 days - full shade - (less than 3 hours of sunlight 

needed) - north facing window. Disease resistant, Air-purifying, sleep aid, heat  

tolerant. - Very easy to ca care for.   

False shamrock - water every 12 days. Partial sun - 3-6 hours of sunlight recom-

mended. East, west, southwest facing window. Very easy to care for - low  

maintenance. Disease resistant, Air-purifying, Cold hardy, and heat tolerant. 

Dragon Tree - Water every 16 days - partial sun - east, south, or west facing window. 
Disease resistant, drought tolerant, heat tolerant. Moderate difficulty of care. 

Alocasia 'Bisma' (heart of Jesus) - water every 12 days partial sunlight - very easy to 

care for - Sleep -aid, Air-purifying, shade tolerant, and heat tolerant.   

Dumb Cane - water every 12 days. Full shade - (less than 3 hours of sunlight  

needed) - north or northeast facing window - Easy to care for - Sleep aid, Disease  

resistant, Air-purifying, and heat tolerant.  

Philodendron -  water every 14 days, indirect or direct sunlight. East or north facing 

window. Very easy to take care of  

Ficus Tree (Benjamina (Weeping Fig) - range from 3 feet to 6 feet tall - bright, indirect sunlight 

needed. Sap is mildly toxic to pets and humans if ingested and can cause skin irritation.  Water 

every 12 days. They react to stressðlike being moved or experiencing drafty air. Air-purifying, 

sleep aid, disease resistant.   
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Spider Plant - Water every 12 days - Partial sun - east or south east facing window. Easy 

to care for - Sleep aid, disease resistant, pet-friendly, shade tolerant, and  

air-purifying.  

Rubber Plant -Water every 12 days - Partial sunlight. East, west or southeast facing  

window. Moderate care needed. Disease resistant and heat tolerant.  

 

 Variegated snake plant - water every 21 days in May - Full sun - pot this plant in suc-

culent cactu soil - Moderate care needed. - Drought tolerant, sleep aid, air-purifying, 

adaptable to poor soil, heat tolerant. Plant is toxic to humans and pets.   

Thanksgiving cactus - Non-toxic to humans and pets. Partial sun required. Water 

every 16 days. Use succulent cactu soil. East facing or southeast facing window. 

Easy to care for. Sleep aid, pet-friendly, disease resistant, drought tolerant.   

Flamingo-lily - Water every 12 days. Full shade - (less than three hours of sunlight) 
- North or northeast facing window. Very Easy to care for. Disease resistant, repeat 
bloomer, large blossoms, prolific bloomer.  

Peace Lily - Water every 12 days - Full shade - North or northeast facing window - 
Easy to care for - Sleep aid, Disease resistant, shade tolerant, long-flowering 

Florist kalanchoe - Water every 21 days - Partial sun - East, West, Southeast facing win-

dow, Rather difficult to care for - high maintenance. Disease resistant, long-flowering, 

Pest resistant, prolific bloomer.   

Chinese Money plant - non-toxic to humans and pets. Partial sun. Water every 12 days. 

Easy to care for. Sleep aid, disease resistant, air-purifying.  
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I will have cuttings available for anyone to take home and repot in by Father's Day!  If you have any questions, 

please let me know. Cammy Horne - cdoesmusic247@aol.com. 

Lutheran Night at Target Field 

Nancy Nygaard Johnson 

 

 

 

Mark your calendar for Tuesday August 11th for the annual Lutheran Night at Target Field.  The Twins will be 

playing Baltimore at 6:40pm.  Our tickets are in section 225, rows 5-7.  The cost is $28 per seat. Sign up will 

start in later June and orders will be due by Sunday July 19th.  There will be an opportunity to sing the  

National Anthem with the Lutheran Night Choir.  Any questions, contact me at n2j2@comcast.net. 

Little Library Books Needed 
Nancy Nygaard Johnson 

 

Our little library in front of church is in need of children and adult 

books.  Please put them in the bins inside the front door and they  

will be put in the little library for our neighbors. 

Robbinsdale City Band Concerts 

Nancy Nygaard Johnson 

 

Start your summer off by coming to the Robbinsdale City Band concerts  

in June!  All concerts are outside.  Bring a chair or blanket!   

Most concerts feature a Jazz Band Preview prior to the main event.  

I play clarinet in the band.  Would love to see you at a concert! 

 

 

 

Thursday June 11th ï Brookview Park Picnic shelter, Golden Valley @ 7:00pm 

Thursday June 18th ï Lee Square, 4400 36th Ave N @ 7:00pm.  OSLC member Bill Rowe lives here. 

Thursday June 25th ï Como Park Pavilion @ 7:00pm 

mailto:cdoesmusic247@aol.com

