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A Poem T̄o OSLC° by Liza Johnson  
Pastor Martha 

Our dear Liza Johnson grew up at Our Saviourôs. She is currently serving as the Intern Pastor at Grace 
Lutheran Church in La Grange, IL. Liza came to Minneapolis for a couple of days last month to join in 
powerful clergy actions on the Day of Prayer and Fasting for Truth and Freedom. Liza wrote this poem 
for us. What a gift it is to be the body of Christ in such a time as this. Thanks be to God.   

 

To OSLC 
 
        If I could make my experience one thingï 
        besides the violence and the loud and the fear, 
        the teargas and riot gear and black masks, 
        I would make it a love song to my church. 
 
        To the place that raised me to know love 
        and justice 
        and kindness 
        and peace 
        and that we cannot be the body of Christ alone: 
 
        To the people who held my little fingers at the font, 
        the piano, the communion line, 
        who put a block under my feet at the pulpit 
        and lowered the singing mic to my height: 
 
        The people who radicalized me through the words of a living and loving Gospel, 
        who prayed and dreamed that Iôd be exactly who God made me to be: 
 
        To the Church that knew they were sending me out, 
        trusting that I would come back when called 
        (and maybe even without being called) 
        to join in the work of bringing revolution to broken places 
        and love where there is hate: 
 
        To the ones in that place 
        (you know who you are) 
        whether sitting in the pews or hovering over the ambo 
        in that Great Cloud of Witnesses: 
 
        I would make my time a love song to you. 
 
        And I would say: 
        I am here because of you, 
        I have never felt luckier to belong to you, 
        and to have you belong to me. 
 
        Thank you for raising me up and for calling me beloved, 
        so that one day (today) I could come back 
        to call you beloved, too. 
 
        You did it all right, Church. 
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Please use the QR Code below to register 

by February 6 
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Adult Forums in February 

9am on Sundays in the Hospitality Center  

 

With so much unfolding in our city right now, we have decided to continue to keep forum time as óopen 

spaceô to process what is happening and how we can act and care for one another through it all.  

 

We will also have some conversations this month that will help us renew our Reconciling in Christ (RIC) 

commitments. We will re-examine our Welcome Statement and re-imagine it for this moment in time. 

Through this process, we will learn together, grow together, and re-commit ourselves to being an open,  

affirming, and welcoming church for all LGBTQIA+ people ï committed to full inclusion not just inside 

church walls but in society.  

 

Please look to weekly updates for further information about adult forums in February.  

Calvary Food Shelf is the Mission of the Month for February at 

Our Saviour®s.  

Gayle Lamb  

 

The food shelf is now operating in challenging times.  It shows its resilience to get food to those who are food 

insecure.   

We are located at 39th and Chicago Avenue. The space is very functional and allows the food shelf to continue 

serving the residents of Belfry Apartments and people from the neighborhood. Appointments are now  

scheduled 5-6 families or individuals every 15 min. This allows our shoppers to select groceries in a respectful 

manner.   

Calvary Food Shelf now has the job of getting food for families who are afraid to leave their homes.   

Volunteers are delivering food on Tuesday and Thursdays.  This is in addition to those that have appointments 

which number 85-95 families twice a week.  Food deliveries are made on Tuesdays to shut-ins.   

We welcomed a new director River Brokaw in September.   This is a summary sent to all of Calvary staff and 

volunteers. 

Since September: 

60 pounds of food provided to each household when they visit in person 

Distributed 106,000 pounds of food to the community since September 

Offered additional food distributions totaling 8,000 pounds of food in George Floyd Square with no questions 

asked during the SNAP benefit shutdown 

The volunteers have been delivering food to those sheltered at home.  About 250 food packages have been  

delivered each week.  We have health care workers, community organizers, teachers and neighbors coming to 

get food supplies for families in need.  

The food shelf is unique in that fresh fruit, vegetables, proteins and dairy are offered.  Eggs, milk, oil, spices, 
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salt are always needed. 

Who would have thought that volunteers would need to monitor ICE agent activity to keep our customers 

safe.  We have a protocol that is followed if ICE is in the area.  Volunteers are the best.  Always opportunities 

for volunteering.   

The food shelf is primarily run by volunteers and there are opportunities for all ages to participate.  The  

website has more information about the food shelf.     calvaryfoodshelf.org .   There is a link for making a 

monetary donation.  All are welcome. Please contact Gayle Lamb lamb1300@comcast.net  or Maryellen 

Skan if you have questions or are interested in volunteering. 

OSLC Annual Meeting ² Sunday, February 8 at 11:30 

Samantha Heaton 

 

Please mark your calendars for our Annual Congregational Meeting, to be held on Sunday, February 8  

at 11:30 a.m., following worship. At this meeting, we will gather to do the important business of the  

congregation, including the approval of the annual budget and the election of council and committee members. 

A mailing with additional information will be sent in advance, and you will also hear announcements during 

worship in the coming weeks. During the meeting, we will share samosas purchased from our Somali  

neighbors. Contributions toward the cost of the samosas will be welcomed at the meeting.  

Childcare will be provided, and we hope you will join us for this important meeting. 

Manna and Mercy Retreat with Alan Storey, South African  
Pastor, April 17-18 at Our Saviour®s ² RSVP online 
Pastor Martha 
  

South African Pastor Alan Storey is coming to Minneapolis a couple of weeks after 
Easter to lead a Manna and Mercy retreat. This retreat will be a wonderful soul-
nourishing, faith-enriching experience that will help us connect the biblical witness to 
our lives and struggles today.  

Invite friends! And sign up online using the QR Code 

Property Work Day ² Saturday Feb-

ruary 28th 
Nancy Nygaard Johnson 

 

Join the Property Committee for our Work Day on Saturday 

February 28th from 10am to Noon.  We will focus on indoor 

work in the kitchen and Sanctuary. Know of a project around 

the church that the work day volunteers could do?  Let me 

know.  The cleaning and work done is above what our  

cleaners are hired to do, and doesnôt get done without the 

volunteers that come to the work day.   
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Call for Tax Volunteers! Coming soon! 

Pastor Esther 

 

Debra Richardson is a dear friend of OSLC! She currently works for Community Action Partnership of  

Hennepin County to provide free tax return preparation for individuals who need assistanceðsuch as those 

with low to moderate income, people with disabilities, seniors, military members, students, and individuals for 

whom English is a second language. 

 

Debra is looking for more volunteers and a host site for the upcoming tax season to serve in roles such as  

preparer, reviewer, interpreter, greeter, and site coordinator. If you are interested in volunteering, please  

contact Debra at drichardson@caphennepin.org or call (952) 697-1310  

mailto:drichardson@caphennepin.org
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Youth Gathering 
Pastor Esther, Patrick Herson, Scottie Osthus 

 

We had to cancel our road trip to Luther College to attend the Rev. Yehiel Curry, Presiding Bishop of the 

ELCA, keynote address for the 2026 Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebration that was scheduled on Monday, 

January 19 due to the high presence of federal agents in our city. Please look for more details in the weekly 

update, emails or WhatsApp group of meeting time and location in February. We would like to start planning 

for the Civil Rights tour in Alabama this summer and holding caring and brave conversations to process what 

has been happening in our city and state. 

Helping our immigrant neighbors  
Pastor Esther 

 

If you have friends, families or a caring stranger offers to donate to help our immigrant communities during 

this horrific time of federal agentsô high presence, please have them donate to us at Our Saviour's Lutheran 

Church - Helping Hands Fund.  The funds will be distributed to rent assistance, groceries shopping and legal 

fees to our immigrant families in the neighborhood.  

Use QR Code for the link and click on Helping Hand Fund and to note for immigrant families.   

Please also have them pay the fee for donating using their credit card. 

And if you like to volunteer to do grocery shopping, giving rides and get medicines, please let me know. 
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February Hospitality and Ushering Volunteers 
Jeanne Heer  
 
CHANGES: Hospitality will be at 10:00AM before worship.  After worship there will be a small treat  

especially for any newcomers at church.  

This monthôs volunteers are members whose last name begins with H through K. If this includes you, please 

sign up for a couple slots. 

If you have questions please contact the February Team Leaders: 

Please use the QR Code to go to the signup Genius to help or bring treats 

Laste names H-K                                                Craig Johnson  craig4604@gmail.com 

                                                                             Laura Kehrberg  kehrbergl@gmail.com 

February Team                                                    Team Leaders 

Interested in Membership at OSLC? 
Pastor Martha  

 

Wonderful! Please reach out to one of the pastors in person or via email to share your interest and questions. 

We will receive new members this Spring. We invite newcomers to be part of Wednesday night conversations 

that we call "Living Questions"  - this is coming up in March. More information coming soon!  


