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Following the Star ² Walking Another Road with the Magi  

Pastor Martha 

This week we celebrated the Feast of Epiphany. We remember the magi who followed the star to  

Bethlehem, knelt before the Christ child, and returned home óby another road.ô This phrase óanother roadô 

is packed with meaning for us today, church. This other road in the magi story is the road of non-

cooperation with evil and civil disobedience. They refuse to return to Herod to report Jesusô whereabouts, 

as Herod had commanded them to do.  

 

We are living in very troubling times. As I write this, there are reports coming in on my phone of  

neighbors being snatched out of their cars and off the street by ICE agents on Lake Street, just blocks 

from church. We are living through a reign of cruelty and terror right now. We see Herod-like behavior 

coming from the White House as political opponents are targeted, neighbors are óotheredô and  

dehumanized, and as a twisted version of Christianity is invoked as a tool for more greed and cruelty.  

 

We are called to be like the magi. To follow the star ï the guidance of our God ï and to walk óanother 

roadô ï not the easy road, not the convenient road, not the road of avoidance or the off ramp of despair, 

but the way of the cross. We are called to follow Jesus with our hearts, soul, mind and strength. This has 

never been easy for the people of God, and we need each other to discern how the Spirit is calling us to 

use our gifts in this moment. This Sunday at the 9am adult forum, I invite you to join our conversation 

about how we are called to follow the star and walk another road in this moment.  

 

As we continue to seek and guidance and good courage from our God, may we be inspired by the saints 

who walked as the magi did. Later this month we celebrate the witness of Dr. Martin Luther King. In his 

book, Stride to Freedom, he chronicles the story of the Montgomery bus boycott when 50,000 Black  

citizens together decided to walk óanother roadô of non-cooperation with evil. He writes of how their 

struggle had a ódivine dimensionô:  

 

ñThere is a creative power that works to pull down mountains of evil and level hilltops of injustice.  

God still works through history His wonders to perform.ò  

 

May God continue to give us good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that Godôs hand is  

leading us and Godôs love supporting us. Through Jesus Christ, our Savior, Amen.  
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Remarks from Interfaith Clergy Press Conference, January 8, 
2026  
Pastor Martha 
 

Dear church, I wrote the above newsletter article before Renee Good was killed in our streets by ICE. I was grateful 
to be able to speak at a clergy press conference on Thursday with interfaith clergy. Here are my remarks:  

 

My name is Martha Bardwell and I serve as Lead Pastor at Our Saviourôs Lutheran Church here in South  
Minneapolis.  

 

Today I am feeling heartbroken, for our community here in Minneapolis and for our nation. Right on this block,  
children who attend my church catch the bus every morning for school. But yesterday their block, their bus stop  
became a scene of terror. So this dear family I love is recovering from trauma today. And for these kids and kids 
throughout Minneapolis there are no buses today - there is no school today because we are doing what we need to do 
to keep them safe. To keep them safe from our own government. How messed up is that? I had to explain that to my 
own 8 year-old and 11 year-old children this morning. 

 

This Sunday my congregation along with many Christian churches around the world will celebrate the baptism of 
Jesus Christ in the Jordan River. We will anchor our souls, our minds, and our strength in the story of Godôs beloved 
Son Jesus, and in our own baptismal call which is crystal clear: to love God, to love our neighbors as ourselves, to 
work for justice and peace, to serve all people following the example of Jesus. Every time we gather around our bap-
tismal font, I as pastor get to address the congregation and ask them: Do you renounce evil and the forces that defy 
God? And the community responds with one voice: We renounce them.  

 

Today we stand together across faith and race and culture as leaders in this community to say with one voice ï we  
renounce this evil. 

We reject government terror and government lies  

We reject the violent tactics of this federal surge of ICE presence that has already caused loss of life ï nobody ï  
nobody should be shot while trying to stand with their neighbors.  

We renounce this evil.    

 

We need ICE out of Minnesota now. We need the officers involved in this killing to be arrested immediately. We 
need Congress to act and to hold this administration accountable for the reckless cruelty and unconstitutional actions 
of ICE.   

 

And to all of us in this nation, no matter who you voted for ï hear us crying out in Minneapolis today ï and turn with 
us, with firm commitment, away from evil and towards the good.   

 

We remember Renee Good today ï and every time we say her name, may her name remind us, anchor us, in what our 
calling is here as people of faith and people of good will ï we are called to choose the good, to work for the common 
good, to hold fast to what is good.  

 

We need ICE out of Minnesota now, and until that day comes ï we will not be intimidated. We will continue to push 
back against this reign of terrorï as clergy, as neighbors, as elected leaders ï as Minnesotans. We will stand together 
arm in arm. 

 

And when our federal government sends agents of cruelty  

we will be agents of care.  

When they send agents of hate, we will be agents of love. 

When they send agents of harm, we will be agents of healing.   

We will be a surge of courageous love and nonviolence, for the sake of all Godôs children. Join us.  


