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In Jesus Christ, We Are One Family  

Pastor Martha 

 

This last Sunday, we worshipped with neighborhood partner congregations at San Pablo/St. Paulôs Lutheran 

Church. We called it ñbilingual worship,ò but as we prayed and sang together, other languages beyond Spanish 

and English were spoken ï including Swedish, Lakota (Pastor Joan Conroy and Dr. Kelly Sherman-Conroyôs 

Native language), and Bataknese (Pastor Estherôs Indonesian ethnic language).  

 

How good it was to worship together as one body of Christ! Our multi-lingual, multi-cultural service reminded 

me of the words of one of the songs we sang at Pastor Estherôs ordination ï ñIn Jesus Christ, We Are One 

Family.ò  

 

How we need this song now in our hearts and our world! So many dissonant voices in our society seek to  

convince us that we are not indeed one family. We hear rhetoric constantly, from the highest offices of power, 

that dehumanize our fellow siblings because of their immigration status, skin color, economic standing, gender 

identity, or political ideology. We too easily become captive ourselves to sinful ways of categorizing and  

othering our fellow human beings, and to believing the lie that we are isolated individuals. But as people of 

faith, we cannot normalize dehumanization or sink into despair. Jesus calls us to renounce these lies, to repent, 

and to join him as co-workers in the work of building beloved community where there is flourishing and  

dignity for all ï ñThe kin-dom of God is among you!ò  

 

Church, letôs hold onto this deep spiritual truth of our unity in Christ. May the Spirit, in our worship and life 

together, anchor us in the truth of our interconnectedness and the beauty of Godôs dream of beloved  

community.   
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Wednesday Community Meals  

Are Back! 
Marcin Cienski 

 

 

Join us beginning Wednesday, September 10 at 5:30 

pm in the Hospitality Center as we relaunch our weekly 

community meals.  

Each week weôll be serving fun, flavorful vegetarian dishes, 

with upgraded recipes and fresh twists to enjoy together.  

Families are warmly welcomedðthere will always be PB&J 

available for kids (or anyone!) who prefer something simple. 

The meals will continue until November 18. 

Come for a good meal, stay for the community and  

connection. 

See more on the September music calendar for what 

happens after the meal at OSLC!   

September 7 - Pizza and Outreach fun after worship  
Pastor Esther 

 

Come and join the fun! It's God's Work, Our Hands Sunday! After church, Outreach ministries will be hosting 

tables in the church as we eat delicious pizza from our oven together. Each table will have exciting  

information, interactive activities, and conversations to help you discover ways to plug into our ministries. 

Don't miss a chance to connect, learn, and grow together!   

A special guest speaker during Bible Study on September 3rd 
Pastor Esther 

 

The Rev. Priscilla Paris Austin will be joining us as our guest speaker during our regular Bible Study time. 

She is visiting the Twin Cities from Washington state and is such a gift to the church, bringing deep wisdom 

and experience in dismantling white supremacy in the Lutheran Church. Pastor Austin is an ELCA pastor and 

a co-writer of Call to Allyship. 

A potluck lunch will follow her presentation. 
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Some Slight Changes to Sunday Morning Life Together Starting 

September 7 

Pastor Martha  

 

Dear church, your staff have been hard at work listening and noticing and wondering about how we shape our 

Sunday mornings together for our dynamic, intergenerational community in Christ and for the newcomers who 

find their way to our doors. We have a few ótweaksô to our Sunday morning that we want you to be aware of, 

and that weôll all live into as we come together this Fall.  

 

First, our schedule and snacking rhythm is going to change slightly:  

 

9am ï Faith formation for all ages ï Nursery, Godly Play, Sunday School, Adult Forum  

A change this year is 1st ï 6th grade Sunday schoolers will have snack during class, and they will have music 

time together from 10 ï 10:15am. Parents and caregivers for kids this age can pick up kids from Sunday school 

at 10:15.  

 

10am ï Adult or Childrenôs Choir rehearsal   

 

10:30am ï Worship 

 

11:30am ï Hospitality, announcements and fellowship in the Hospitality Center  

This is the main change. We will be sharing our yummy snack buffet, coffee and tea after worship instead of 

before worship. Before worship, we will just have coffee and tea out. 

 

Here are some other tweaks:  

 

Announcements ï Pastors will make brief announcements during worship as needed. For everyone else - we 

are going to have a big, rolly, magnetic whiteboard in the narthex where folks can hand-write announcements 

for the community, or put a flyer. People can start adding to the announcements board at 9am through the 

morning. At 11:30am hospitality time, weôll roll the announcements board into the Hospitality Center, and 

have some opportunity for óopen micô announcements as people eat and chat. This is a holy experiment and 

weôll learn as we go. 

 

Pausing Noisy Offering ï During worship, we will pause doing noisy offering for now. We do want to  

encourage stewardship among our children! Parents and caregivers, we invite you to give coins or cash to  

children to place in the plate as it goes by. If kids are receiving allowance at home, we encourage you to help 

kids tithe 10% or more to church. Let us pastors know how we can support encouraging stewardship, and if 

you have ideas please share them with us.  

 

As we try these new holy experiments, please donôt hesitate to reach out to me or Pastor Esther. We love  

receiving feedback and insights from you, beloved siblings.  
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Book Study Coming in October: See Me, Believe 
Me: A Guide to Deepen Allyship with  
Congregational Leaders of Color 
Pastor Martha  

 

We will be having a congregational book study in October on Rev. Dr. Yolanda 

Denson-Byersô book, See Me, Believe Me: A Guide to Deepen Allyship with Con-

gregational Leaders of Color. Pastor Yolanda serves at Shepherd of the Hills in 

Edina, and she will be joining us to lead an adult forum and to preach in worship 

sometime later in the fall or winter. She is a Black, queer woman who loves the 

church and who has also experienced racist harm in our church. This book is a love 

letter and toolkit for the church so we can keep learning, do better and continue to grow as an inclusive  

community where we welcome the full gifts and humanity of Pastor Esther and of our new national leaders, 

Bishop Yehiel Curry and  

Secretary CeCe Mills.  

 

If youôd like to be part of the book study, please sign up in the Narthex at church. Please sign up by September 

20. We will make a congregational book order from Augsburg Fortress and will request that folks who can 

pay the full price to church.   

We will share more about times for discussion at a later date. Looking forward to digging in with all of you!  

Thank You for Supporting Luther Crest Campers!  
Pastor Martha  

 

Dear church, thanks so much for supporting 16 kids and youth who attended Luther Crest Bible Camp! We 

budgeted more for camp scholarships this year, and every kid got to benefit from your generosity. We had a 

lot of fun sharing Luther Crest songs and skits in worship on August 17.  

 

Hereôs a blessing from camp for you to grace all your comings and goings:  

 

As you go on your way may Christ go with you 

May Christ go before you to show you the way 

May Christ go behind you to encourage you 

Beside you to befriend you 

Above you to watch over 

Within you to give you peace.  
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Adult forums for September  

Pastor Martha  

 

Join us for learning and formation time!  

Adult forums take place in the Hospitality Center from 9am ï 10am.  

Most forums also have a Zoom option for participation.  

This month, September 7 forum will not be on Zoom but the others will be.  

Zoom links will go out in the Sunday morning email.  

 

September 7  

ï Open Space to Reconnect and Learn About Fall Happenings  

ï Reconnect with other members as we share coffee and tea.  

Hear about whatôs happening on Sundays, Wednesdays and beyond.  

 

September 14  

ï Get to know our Co-Directors of Worship and Music,  

Kent Goodroad  and Alyssa Schwitzer ï Kent and Alyssa will share  

a little about themselves during this informal time to get to know them more  

as our new co-directors of worship and music.  

 

September 21  

ï Reporting Back on Sacred Sites Tours ï On September 20,  

All Nations will lead OSLC and San Pabloôs children and families  

in a sacred sites tour. Weôll share back what we learned in the adult forum.  

We may also hear stories of the Mankato sacred sites tour  

that some members attended in August.  

 

September 28  

ï TBD ï Look to the weekly update to find out our topic  

closer to the date.  
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Fall Music & Community Gatherings at OSLC  
Kent Goodroad & Alyssa Schwitzer 
 

OSLC Youth Choir  

We are launching an OSLC Youth Choir starting Sept. 10th! The youth choir will rehearse the second and 

fourth Wednesdays of every month at 6:15-7:00 pm. The youth choir will sing the second Sunday of every 

month in worship with a 10 am rehearsal (9/14, 10/12, 11/9, 12/14).  

 

Adult choir will start back Sunday, Sept. 7th.  

Rehearsal will start @ 10 am, and we will sing in worship that morning. Wednesday rehearsals will resume 

Sept. 10th @ 7-8 PM. Adult Choir rehearsal will be the second through fourth Wednesdays of every month, 

with an opportunity for contemplative community prayer the first Wednesday of every month. The adult choir 

will sing in worship the first and third Sundays of every month (with a few exceptions, check email for the full 

schedule). 

 

Singing Circle (all ages and stages)  

Are you looking for an opportunity to share music in an all ages, stages, and abilities environment? If yes, join 

us from 6:15-7:00pm the first Wednesday of every month to sing and share songs together. Everyone is  

welcomed regardless of singing/musical background or ability. Please come with a song to share and ready to 

sing!  

 

Contemplative Prayer Service  

The first Wednesday of every month from 7-8pm will be an hour of Contemplative prayer in the spirit of 

Taiz® tradition. Please come and join us as we pray for our neighbors, neighborhood, and the world. 

 

Community Craft Night  

Third Wednesday of every month, we are excited to celebrate a community craft night from 6:15-7:00pm. 

Everyone and anyone is welcome to join in on building beloved community through crafting together. Crafts 

will include prayer trees, prayer letters, and more! 

 

Other opportunities to share your gifts 

 

Sound Team  

Are you interested in helping with sound on Sunday morning? We are working to create a team to support 

Mike Libby (who is currently our team captain!). If yes, please reach out to either Kent 

(kent@oursavioursmpls.com) or Alyssa (alyssa@oursavioursmpls.com). 

 

Special Music  

Would you like to share a special musical selection or prelude on a Sunday morning? Do you play an  

instrument or sing? If your answer to any of these questions is YES,  please reach out to either Kent 

(kent@oursavioursmpls.com) or Alyssa (alyssa@oursavioursmpls.com).  
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Praying in the Spirit: Nurturing Children in Three  

Communities, One Neighborhood ³ UPDATE! 
Pastor Esther and Sarah Lindley 

 

Our Program Team 

We are excited to share that an additional member just joined our team to help lead the child safety 

component of the grant. Please join me in welcoming Carol Hornbeck, MA, LMFT, a member of 

OSLC with extensive professional experience addressing child safety in congregations. Carol will be 

working with the Shared Program Core Team to co-develop policies that are both culturally sensitive 

to each church and effective in protecting our children. She may collaborate with lay leaders and 

members from our partner congregations to explore the best way to bring child safety and brave 

space for children. 

Mark your calendar! Saturday Sept 20 from 10 AM - 2 PM, we will be going for a sacred site tour led by  

All Nations Indian Church. Children, family and Our Saviour's community are welcome to join the tour.   

More details to come! 

ConĜrmation ² Reimagining! 
Pastor Esther 

 

As Pastors Martha and I discussed with the parents of children in the confirmation age group, we have decided 

to reimagine our confirmation program this yearðmeeting our youth where they are considering the current 

political and social turmoil in our city. 

During this year of reimagining and transition, our confirmation-aged students will join the youth group. They 

will take on church service roles and projects, help lead youth-led worship, participate in one or more of the 

Missions of the Month, actively engage in our community, and join the Our Whole Lives (OWL) retreat in 

January 2026 with our collaborative church partners. 

Pastor Martha and I will be redesigning the program with a focus on helping our youth affirm their faith in joy-

ful and meaningful ways. In the meantime, we love to hang out with our youthðwe are here to listen, to re-

flect, to imagine, and to hold them in our prayers. 

Youth Gathering 
Pastor Esther 

 

Our youth coordinators will be meeting this month to begin planning an exciting year ahead! Stay tuned for 

updates on upcoming gatherings, service projects, and fun events to help our youth grow in faith and  

friendship.  
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DABS (Donuts At the Bus Stop)  
Pastor Esther 

 

It has been eight months since DABS beganðour first day of serving was on January 8, right in the midst of 

hard times and challenges in our neighborhood, country and the world. What started with just 2ï3 people  

waiting for the bus, stepping off the bus, or simply passing by has now grown to 10ï12 people receiving 

DABS each week. Some are regulars, while others are newcomers who join us for the first time. 

 

Stories have been exchanged, prayers in English and Spanish lifted, and smiles shared over a cup of coffee and 

fresh donuts. At the same time, we have heard the struggles our neighbors faceðbeing unhoused, commuting 

more than an hour to work, grieving the effects of mental illness, letting go of addiction, living with anxiety 

and fear, or searching for employment. These stories resonate deeply as I serve through DABS. 

 

Most of our DABS participants are Spanish speakers, with a few Somali neighbors as well. One thing Iôve 

learned is how useful our little outdoor library has become. Many were not aware that our building is a church; 

they thought it was an office for advocacy and justice work because of the justice signs up in our church  

windows. Through DABS, we built new and closer relationships with the English Language Center staff, 

teacher volunteers and students who often stop by for coffee and donuts. Oh, our mailman stops for a donut! 

 

Thank you to Ralph Baumgartner, Rico Morales, and Pastor Martha Schwehn Bardwell for helping with 

DABS from time to time.  

As we enter the fall season, we look forward to continuing to serve DABS every Wednesday morning around 

8:30 AM and you are  

welcome to join me and others. This is such a meaningful outreach and evangelism ministry at Our Saviourôs!  


