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Welcome Our New Co-Directors of Music and Worship! 

May 4 Ĝrst Sunday; May 7 Community Meal, Singing Circle and 
Choir 

Pastor Martha 

As this month begins, we welcome the beginning of Kent Goodroad and Alyssa Schwitzerôs ministry 

among us as our new Co-Directors of Music and Worship. I invite all of you to extend a warm welcome 

to them and their families as they transition into our community and into this new role.  

 

Alyssa and Kentôs first Sunday with us is May 4. On May 7, we will have a Community Meal at OSLC at 

5:30, Singing Circle at 6:15, and OSLC Choir at 7. OSLC Choir will continue to meet weekly at 7pm 

through May and the first week of June leading up to Pentecost Sunday, June 8. These opportunities to 

worship, sing and eat together will be wonderful way to get to know our new co-directors.  

 

I want to share more about Kent and Alyssa from the original announcement that was sent out from  

President Samantha Heaton and myself to the congregation on April 1 ï as I have heard from some of 

you who didnôt see it:  

 

Kent and Alyssa bring so many gifts to this work ï incredible musicianship, a passion for leadership  

development with children and youth, experience in multicultural faith communities, a deep commitment 

to justice and community outreach, and leadership experience that extends beyond congregational  

settings into the wider church and world. They believe that the church should be a church for others and 

are attentive to ways that we can continue to live into our mission of being a dynamic community,  

centered in Christ, called, nurtured and sent ï to celebrate, serve and do justice. Throughout the  

interview process, Kent and Alyssa demonstrated joyful alignment with our goals and priorities for our 

worship life together, and they brought fresh voices and perspectives to our conversations about the  

future.     

 

We have extended this position to Kent and Alyssa in faith and trust in Godôs abundance. When we  

started this hiring process, we didnôt know who the Spirit would blow our way, so we set budget amounts 

in 2024 that were a óguessô for what might unfold. Council decided to welcome Kent and Alyssa at 20 

hours/week each (40 hours total between them), recognizing that while this technically creates a ógapô in 

the current drafted budget (offset by Lilly grant funding and accompanist budget line for this year), it is a 

rich ógainô for our ministries and our future. We are a generous congregation, and we have a generous 

God who keeps calling and providing. In their extra time beyond the position we posted, Kent and Alyssa 

will support the five year Praying in the Spirit Lilly grant that focuses on ministry with children 0-12 and 

invest more in leadership development and outreach possibilities for music and worship.  

 

We invite you to read their bios below. Please reach out to either of us if you have any questions. And get 

ready to celebrate May 1! We will be sharing our deep gratitude for Paul and Elizabeth for their service as 

our interim co-directors as we transition into this new chapter. Stay tuned, and get ready to sing Godôs 

song in new keys!  
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Introducing Kent and Alyssa 

 

Alyssa Schwitzer (she/her) 

Alyssa is a Minneapolis-based vocalist, recording artist, composer, worship leader, educator, and voice  

teacher/coach working with individuals, churches, schools, and organizations locally and nationally. As a  

vocalist, she has taken up residencies in cities such as New York City and Boston; having the opportunity to 

perform for organizations such as Minnesota Public Radio, American Composers Forum, Thrivent Financial, 

Ravinia Festival, among others. Alyssa has a passion for empowering youth through music and maintains an 

active performing and teaching career in the Twin Cities. Alyssa lives in Minneapolis with her partner,  

Elizabeth, and their two children, Remi and Selah.  

 

Kent Goodroad (he/him) 

Kent is a performer, composer, and music educator both locally (Minneapolis) and nationally. He has  

performed and composed for Minnesota Public Radio (MPR), members of the Minnesota Vikings, Minnesota 

Composerôs Forum, among others. Kent maintains an active performing and teaching career in the Twin Cities 

and is a member of the Minnesota Music Teachers Association. Kent lives in North Minneapolis with his 

spouse, Irene, and their dog Mimi.  

 

Together, Alyssa and Kent have served as Co-Directors of Worship and Music at Redeemer Lutheran Church 

in N. Minneapolis, Music Directors for the ELCA MYLE, ELCA MYLE at the Youth Gathering, ELCA  

Extravaganza, the Minneapolis Area Synod Choir, and various other ELCA related events and worship  

services.  Alyssa and Kent are also the co-founders of both LK-Arts Academy and Music Is Wellness ð  

programs designed to provide accessible music education aimed at building skills in music and social-

emotional wellness. 
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Adult Forum This Month! 
Pastor Esther 

 

As we journey into the season of Easter, we have another inspiring lineup of Adult Forum sessions to 

deepen our faith through stories and celebrations from our church, community, and partner  

organizations: 

 

May 4 ï Get to Know Mental Health Connect (MHC) 

Mental Health Connect has been our partner for nearly two years, helping connect individuals  

experiencing mental health challenges to the right resources. We are excited to welcome the Rev.  

Hannah Campbell Gustafson, Executive Director of MHC, who will be speaking at the forum and 

preaching during worship! She will be joined by Rachel Henderson, Lead Navigator for MHC. 

 

May 11 ï Appreciation Day for Volunteers and Youth Moments 

Join us in celebrating all our children, youth, teachers, and all volunteers including the hospitality team, 

altar guild, worship table, tech team, quilters, gardeners, and children service team at the Hospitality 

Center! Please note: no Zoom link is needed on this day. 

 

May 18 ï Faith Stories with the Rev. Babette Chatman 

The Rev. Babette Chatman, University Pastor and Director for Campus Ministry at Augsburg  

University, will share her faith story, particularly her role as a pastor and educator at Augsburg. She 

will also offer insights on providing pastoral care to young people seeking or growing in their faith. 

Pastor Babette will also be preaching during worship! 

 

May 25 ï Meet and Greet Kent Goodroad and Alyssa Schwitzer 

                 Come and hear the stories, fun facts, and hopes of our new Co-Worship Directors!  

                 Learn what they are excited about and how we, as the OSLC  

                 community, can support them. 
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Welcome our New Members!  
Pastor Martha 

 
We welcomed a crew of new members into our OSLC family at the Easter Vigil service. What a joy to have 
these siblings among us. Please take time to get to know them and welcome them. We hope to post photos and 
brief bios later this month.  

We welcome with joyé  

Lee Howard 

Rachel Fergus 

Oby Ballinger (Associate Member) 

Alyssa Erickson and daughter, Adoma 

Paul & Elizabeth Damico-Carper, with son Paysen 

Juli Zenker 

Paul Hnath 

Mission of the Month: Helping Hands Fund 
Pastor Esther 

 

This fund is used at the discretion of the pastors for folks who come to our  

doors ï whether members or neighbors - with particular financial needs. We have helped several people with 

things like rent assistance, bus rides, release a car from a compound towing, utilities and medical bills,  

transportation for family emergency, and income assistance from loss of work. We are not a social service 

agency, but sometimes people fall through the cracks of our systems, and we are a compassionate place to 

turn. When we give, the gift of money is accompanied by a listening, compassionate ear; prayer, and invitation 

to Christian community (as appropriate). Thank you in advance for your generosity and for the mercy and 

compassion that flows from our God to those in need.  

Youth-led service! 
Pastor Esther 

 

Mark your calendars! Sunday May 11th our youth will be leading worship! And, they may even spend some 

time during the Adult Forum sharing meaningful conversations with you about their faith lives, what they are 

into and how we can pray for them!  

New Parking code for May thru August 
Nancy Nygaard Johnson 
 

Our new parking code for the Hope Academy Ramp will start May 1st and will be good thru August.  Pick up a 

new parking card for your car at church.  You can also call the church office during business hours or email me 

at n2j2@comcast.net for the code.   
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Forum May 11th Appreciation Sunday 
Jeanne Heer 
 
Itôs time to thank our Sunday School teachers for this past yearôs work! Our children are one of our biggest 
strengths at Our Saviourôs and our teachers are entrusted with nurturing their faith, teaching them our stories 
and guiding them in our congregation. 
 
We will also take time to thank all OSLC volunteers. Musicians, Altar Guild, Leaders and more.  The forum 
that day will include opportunities to make cards and posters for our volunteers. 

Celebrating our Graduates 
Jeanne Heer  

 

Are you graduating this spring? Do you know a member graduating this spring? We are celebrating our gradu-

ates at one of our June worship services. After worship there will be a cake reception. Add your name or  

someone elseôs to a list of graduates. Call or text Jeanne Heer at 763-954-1552 to add to the list.  

New OSLC Directory ² Sign up to get your photo! 
Pastor Martha 

  
                    We are creating a new OSLC photo directory! This time, we are focusing on creating  

a digital directory that would be emailed to members,  
and will also develop print editions for those who request them. 
 The digital directory could then be updated on a regular basis  

as we receive new members and change over time. 
  

We plan to begin photo sessions: 
 Wednesday, May 7 ï 6:15 ï 7 (9 sign up slots) 

Sundays, May 18 ï June 1 from  9 - 10:15 (15 sign up slots each Sunday) 

 
 

You may sign up for a slot using  QR Code  

OR contact Laura Kehrberg who is coordinating the directory.  
You can contact Laura at kehrbergl@gmail.com or 612-382-0905. 

mailto:kehrbergl@gmail.com
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Calling all Adult Volunteers¤  

Building Beloved Community Day Camp 
is next month! 

 

Lots of Adult Volunteers Needed for Day Camp!  

South Minneapolis Day Camp needs twice as many volunteers as it has ever needed due to the growth weôve 

experienced...that means we need YOU. If you love kids and have a heart for volunteering, we can use you as 

an adult shepherd, registration volunteer, lunch supervisor, kid companion, snack helper, or in a myriad of  

other roles during day camp week.  

Join us June 16-20 (M-F) from 8:30 amð4 pm at Diamond Lake Lutheran for all the fun. Weôd love to 

have you whenever you are available...all day every day or for just a few hours one day of the week. We can fit 

all kinds of availability into our great puzzle of volunteers. Come and play with us! Fill out the volunteer form 

ASAP so we can get you plugged in.  

 

 

SIGN UP BY CLICKING ON THE QR CODE: 

 

Property Work Day ² Sat May 3rd from 1pm to 3pm 

Nancy Nygaard Johnson 

 

Join the Property Committee for our Property Work day on Saturday May 3rd from 1 to 3pm.  We will do 

some yard work outside, along with picking up garbage.  There will be some inside cleaning jobs and we will 

pull up the winter rugs and put away the boot trays.  Many hands make light work! 

Wilderness Canoe Base Work Weekend 
Nancy Nygaard Johnson 
 
Join us for our annual trek up the Gunflint Trail to help open up Wilderness Canoe Base for their summer sea-

son.  We will head up Friday May 16th and return Sunday May 18th.  We will do a variety of jobs up at WCB 

and hope to have an opportunity to sauna!   

The cost and registration is a bit different this year from prior years.  The cost is $10 a day, plus a $5  

registration fee, and will be paid directly to WCB.  See information about the Work Week at this link: 

https://lakewapo.org/programs/workweek/ and email wcboffice@campwapo.org for a registration link.    

It may say 18+, but since we are a regular group, kids are allowed with a parent/grandparent, and our youth 

will be OK as we have other adults going.  There will also be a sign up sheet at church for you to express  

interest and to let us know that you signed up thru WCB.  Watch the weekly updates for more information.  

If you have any questions, reach out to me or Jeanne Heer. 

https://lakewapo.org/programs/creators-retreat-2/
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Invitation to my MDiv Thesis  

presentation - May 12 
Liza Johnson 

 

Dear Our Saviour's Community,  

I will be presenting my MDiv thesis next month, and would love for you to join! You will find the information 

you need below. Please fill out this RSVP form by Friday, May 9th, to help me plan: https://forms.gle/

k8AjJYrNRw5oXnBx9  

I look forward to an engaging presentation and discussion! 

All best, 

Liza Johnson 

 

 

 

Thesis information: 

Where Are The Responsible Ones? Orienting Christian 

Community in Our Times 

Monday, May 12th, 7:00 pm  

Disciples Divinity House, The University of Chicago 

1156 E 57th St, Chicago, IL 60637 

(Zoom option available for those who have registered)  

 

 

Abstract: 

 

My thesis explores how an ELCA pastor might use Dietrich Bonhoefferôs calls and claims for the Christian 

community as an interpretive framework in orienting their congregations towards internal transformation for 

exterior action. Pastors have the responsibility of orienting their communities not only around the Word but 

also to each other in faithful relationship, and it is this relationship which allows the Word to be transformative 

in the act of hearing it, beyond an individualistic notion of intellectual-rational engagement in our faith. This 

paper specifically examines Bonhoefferôs use of Buberôs I-Thou relationship between humanity and God and 

asks how a pastor could envision the use of this relationship and engage their congregation in faithful, I-You 

co-substantiating relationships, which encourage an understanding of Gospel living that can hold risk and  

responsibility together. This public presentation of my thesis will focus on what it means to ethically gather 

this understanding from Bonhoeffer and what ELCA pastors can learn not only from his claims and calls but 

also from the practice of engaging with the great names of our tradition, long after their deaths. 


