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Whether we Live, or Whether we Die 
Pastor Martha 

 

 
 

 

During this season of late fall, the last leaves are dancing down to the ground, and our gardens have been put 

to rest. We have pulled out our winter coats and boots, and we are settling into a darker and colder season. In 

the church and our life together, November is a time when we settle into God’s promises. On All Saints Day, 

November 6, we will pull out our votive candles and light them on the font in remembrance of all the saints in 

light who have gone before us and have danced through the gateway of death into the eternal embrace of our 

loving, gracious God. We will settle into a vision of being part of a wide community across time and space, 

culture and race– the communion of saints. We will sing this song, based on the Scripture verse above, to 

remember that in our living and in our dying, we belong to God.  

 

This month, we also will observe Reign of Christ Sunday on November 20. It’s our tradition to make that day 

a day of community and commitment, a time to acknowledge our counter-cultural allegiance to Christ by 

making financial commitments to support the ministries of this congregation. May we give from a settled place 

of trusting in the Spirit’s renewing presence in our midst– even during a season when we are unsettled about 

what our future staffing will look like!  

 

May your lives and our life together this month be filled with grace, trust, and an openness to what God is 

doing in all our living and dying. I invite you to treasure the above Romans verse as a mantra for this season. 

May the Spirit deepen our faith, renew our hope, and strengthen us to love, to the glory of God and in service 

of our neighbors and all creation!   

If we live, we live to the Lord 

If we die, we die to the Lord 

So then, whether we live, or whether we die,  

We are the Lord’s. 

Romans 14:8 
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Native American Community 

Development Institute (NACDI)-  

November Mission of the Month 
  

 

Located in the Native American Corridor of Franklin Avenue, NACDI has been helping Native people create 

the future they envision since 2007. Through projects like Pow Wow Grounds coffee shop, All My Relations 

Art Gallery, Four Sisters Farmer's Market, Indigenous Peoples' Day celebrations, Making Voting a Tradition, 

and more, NACDI lives out their belief that all American Indian people have a place, purpose and a future 

strengthened by sustainable community development. Along with other neighborhood organizations, NACDI 

has been involved with neighborhood efforts like the 24th Street Urban Farm Coalition that OSLC participated 

in previously. Their presence in the neighborhood and intentionality about how they want to partner (or not) 

with historically white congregations has helped us ask questions about and practice new ways of living into a 

process of better engagement with our neighbors, engaging in creation care and climate justice, and disman-

tling white supremacy. 

 

With Indigenous Peoples' Day in October and Thanksgiving in November, we're confronted with the history of 

colonization, forced removal, assimilation, and genocide that has left generational wounds in the bodies, 

minds, and spirits of our Indigenous neighbors and in the land we occupy at OSLC. These wounds will not be 

healed with monetary donations. Even so, we know that economic injustices are real and that we as a congre-

gation have the ability to share out of abundance so that our neighbors can continue to build resilience in ways 

that honor their own dignity, power, and history. We're excited to support NACDI with Mission of the Month 

as we continue learning to be good neighbors together 

For more information please visit nacdi.org   
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Dear Members of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 

 

We are beginning a new chapter in our community and I am excited.  There are still numerous decisions to be 

made regarding calling staff that include another pastor, discerning Diane Palmer’s position as she anticipates 

retirement, figuring out how to manage our property, along with how we are being called as a community.  

Much discernment ahead for the council and community at large.  We will keep you posted. 

Let me summarize the business of October 3rd’s Council meeting: 

•  I called the meeting to order, established a chat monitor, checked in with all and listened to Pastor Ben 

lead us in devotions.  We approved the agenda for the evening and the minutes from our September 12th 

council meeting, 

• Pastor Martha provided a Pastor’s report that included a OSCS Board Retreat on October 15, gratitude for 

the installation service, a confirmation partnership with St. Paul’s/San Pablo and Calvary, the quilt for Pas-

tor Marlene at All Nations Indian Church is ready and it will be blessed on All Saints Sunday, and her at-

tendance at the Bishop’s Theological Conference.  During her time off in September, Pastor Martha attend-

ed the conference and participated in a workshop led by Rev. Jim Bear Jacobs.  The workshop focused on 

how congregations can take steps to support cultural reclamation and highlighted a discussion on congre-

gations giving their land back to Indigenous peoples.  Pastor Ben shared that he is working with the prop-

erty committee to clean the carpet and paint the walls of Pastor Martha’s new office.  There was also dis-

cussion from council members that included the possibility of calling a BIPOC co-pastor.  

• The treasurer’s report indicated that pledge offering is still a bit behind while general offering is ahead.  

Expenses are still lower than budgeted.  Table leads and others in leadership will provide preliminary 2023 

expense budget requests for review by the finance committee in November.  Commitment Sunday will also 

be in November.   And, the company that was to proceed with our financial review is no longer available 

so the Finance Committee is considering other options.  

• Solar Update – The roof will not be replaced until spring 2023 at the earliest and then the solar will then be 

installed. 

• The Reparations Team recommended giving 25% of the money to East Phillips Neighborhood Institute/the 

Urban Farm, 25% to Makoce Ikikcupi (land back), and 50% to City of Lakes Community Land Trust and 

the council unanimously passed this recommendation. 

• The council approved demolition of the garage with the cost of approximately $7,000. 

• John Rohde Schwehn was received into membership by the council. 

• The council’s last item was discerning Pastor Ben’s last Sunday. 

We, as usual, closed our council meeting with a prayer. 

Yes, we are a blessed community.   Please feel free to contact me with any of your thoughts, questions, 

concerns, or hopes.  We are walking this together.  

 

God’s Love and Peace to you all, 

Elaine Johnson 

President Update 



 

 Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church  November 2022  

Adult Forum October 30 and November 
Pastor Martha 
 

All forums are at 9:45 in the Hospitality Center, and are streamed on Zoom at this link: 

 https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86297261334.  

 

October 30 - Death Our Sister II: Accompanying the Dying – Vigil When Death is Near.  

We will practice a liturgy for visitation with the dying called “Peace at the Last,” which was created by Lake 

Chelan Lutheran Church in Washington State. It is a beautiful service of prayer, Scripture, song, and blessing. 

Our practice will prepare us to accompany one another in our time of death. We will have time to reflect on the 

liturgy, imagine OSLC adaptations, and wonder about how to launch a ministry of visitation at OSLC.  

November 6 – Feast day! All Saints worship at 9:45 followed by a potluck! 

 

November 13 – Death Our Sister III: Preparing for Your Own Funeral.  

We will consider the theological shape and meaning of Lutheran funeral services, reflect on the meaningful 

elements of funerals we have been to, discuss texts, sing songs, and begin to imagine what our own funeral 

could look like by making use of a reflective funeral planning worksheet.  

 

November 20 – Death Our Sister IV: Pathways for the Body after Death.  

We will welcome special guests Anne Archbold and Zac Willette to discuss different pathways for the body 

after death with special considerations for the environment. They will discuss natural burial options, including 

conservation and green burials, as well as discussing cremation and water cremation. They have a wealth of 

knowledge, experience and resources to share with us.  

 

November 27 – Advent I: Forum TBD. Stay tuned for a special Advent mailing closer to November 27!  

Property Work Day,  

Saturday November 5th from 10am to noon. 
Nancy Nygaard Johnson 

 

There will be some outdoor work, weather permitting.  We’ll do some cleaning and win-

ter preparation inside.  We can also set up for the Potluck taking place on Sunday Nov 6th after the 9:45am 

worship service.  Many hands make light work!  

White Church Truths - Truth and Reparations event,  

November 5 
Pastor Martha 
 
The Minnesota Council of Churches is engaged in a 10-year truth and reparations process. As we engage 

in our congregational journey of reflection and action on reparations, being in conversation and partner- 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86297261334
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Our Saviour’s  

Community Backyard 

Potluck 

November 6th! 
 

Join us Sunday, Nov. 6th after the 9:45 ser-

vice. Make our meal delicious by bringing a 

dish to share. 

Let Jeanne Heer know if you are available 

to help out.   

(763-954-1552 or heerjm@gmail.com). 

All Saints 2022 – November 6, 9:45am worship  
Pastor Martha 
 

All Saints Sunday is coming up on November 6. It will be a feast Sunday, with one worship service at 9:45am 

followed by a potluck. As is our tradition, we will have a book of remembrance placed on the baptismal font 

where you can add the names of those you are grieving and remembering. If you are not planning on attending 

the All Saints service, please let Pastor Martha or Mary know if there are names we can add on your behalf. 

 

We will also plan to read or sing aloud the names of those who have died over the year in our community. And, 

we’ll sing out the names of those who have been baptized. Blessed be the great cloud of witnesses, the living 

and the dead - those who have lit and continue to light our path as we follow Jesus.  

Thanks be to God! 

November 20 is Stewardship Sunday 
Pastor Martha 
 

On Reign of Christ Sunday, we will express our commitment to Christ and Christian community by making 

financial commitments to support our ministries for the coming year. We will send out a stewardship letter and 

pledge cards before November 20, and we hope to schedule a budget forum in November as we make plans for 

2023.  

ship with MCC in their state-wide process is so important. Join Pastor Martha and our Winona House LVCers 

to take in this important event, the next in MCC’s process.  

  

When: November 5 from 9-3 

Where: Westminster Presbyterian  

To learn more and register:  

http://mnchurches.org/what-we-do/truth-and-reparations/white-church-truths-minneapolis 

mailto:heerjm@gmail.com
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Daily Work Update 
Julie Hoff, Executive Director 
 
Thank you Our Saviour’s for your generous gift to Daily Work. Your  

ongoing support helps us continue to be a leader in our community in  

mitigating the systemic barriers that limit access and opportunity for job seekers. Our work is grounded in an 

awareness of the relationship between long-term poverty, unemployment and underemployment, and the dis-

proportionate impact of both on Black, Indigenous, and People of Color.   

  

In June, Daily Work entered a four-month contract with the State of Minnesota to support Afghan arrivals with 

employment services. Our understanding was that evacuees had strong supports for basic needs, housing, lan-

guage classes, and more, and that we would be able to focus on employment goals. But this was not the case.  

 

To address the additional needs of new arrivals, we expanded our case management services to include finding 

additional community resources for paying past-due rent and providing interpretation support, both at Daily 

Work and during job interviews and job orientation, support for passing the driver’s licensure tests, and trans-

portation assistance to and from Daily Work appointments and job interviews.  

 

Our contract to serve Afghan evacuees ended September 30, but our commitment to these job seekers has not. 

We still have a dozen new arrivals seeking employment and the referrals keep coming, both from current job 

seekers and from other agencies that are still overwhelmed. And even those that have found employment con-

tinue to seek our support and partnership to address emerging needs. 

 

We continue to incur significant new costs for interpretation, transportation, and staff support. Just recently, we 

hired a recent Afghan refugee, who speaks several languages, to work part-time to help us more effectively 

meet the demand for our services. Our Saviour’s recent donation will help us continue to offer these services.  

 

As one of Daily Work's founding congregations, your continued support is more vital than ever to our organi-

zation and the success of our job seekers. We are grateful for your partnership, support and prayers. 

 

For more information about Daily Work, talk to Maryellen at OSLC and/or go to our website:  

www.daily-work.org 

Community Emergency Service (CES) needs your help 
Maryellen Skan 
  
A recent email from CES indicates that they continue to experience an increased demand for food. Here is 

what’s going on. School lunch subsidies have ended. The cost of food, gas and living expenses continue to in-

crease. Families have to make tough decisions regarding how their food budget is spent. If families don’t have 

enough food, the children and parents will have to miss meals. Being hungry affects the children when they are 

in school and the parents while working to make ends meet. 

  

The following items are in high demand. If you can help out, please bring your donations to OSLC and leave 

them in the coat room. Thank you in advance. 

*Canned soups: chicken noodle, cream of chicken and tomato 

*Canned beans: kidney, baked, and pork & beans 

http://www.daily-work.org
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Please join us on Wednesdays from 10:15 to noon over Zoom for Bible study on the upcoming Sunday’s 

lectionary texts.  

Together we pray for our world and listen for God’s words of challenge and hope. 

Join Zoom meeting at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/290305866 ,  

Meeting ID: 290 305 866 

Please join us for a Sunday Schedule  

for Fall 2022! 

On the first Sunday of the month we feast! 

9:45am: One worship service in the sanctuary. 

11am: Enjoy lunch with our church community! 

On the second through fifth Sundays  

our schedule is as follows: 

9am: Backyard worship  

9:45am: Faith formation for children and adults 

10:30am: Coffee and conversation  

11am: Sanctuary worship, live streamed on YouTube 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/290305866
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Lectionary Text for  

Home Devotions 

 
The Sentinel Vol. LXI, No. 11 

is published by  
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church.  

2315 Chicago Ave 
Minneapolis MN 55404 

Deadline for the December 2022  Sentinel  

is Monday, November 28  

 

November 6  

Daniel 7:1-3, 15-18 

Psalm 149 

Ephesians 1:11-23 

Luke 6:20-31 

 

November 13 

  Malachi 4:1-2a 

  Psalm 98 

  2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 

  Luke 21:5-19 

 

November 20 

  Jeremiah 23:1-6 

  Psalm 46 

  Colossians 1:11-20 

  Luke 23:33-43 

 

November 27 

  Isaiah 2:1-5 

  Psalm 122 

  Romans 13:11-14 

  Matthew 24:36-44 

   Prayer List 

 

Paul Rogers, in palliative care for cancer   

Diane Rowe, in hospice  

Bill Rowe, as he accompanies and cares for Diane  

Jim Elder, Glenda’s brother-in-law, recovering from a stroke  

Anton Moore, undergoing physical therapy  

Monica, Shayne Knutson’s mother, diagnosed with  

lung cancer  

 

Peace in Ukraine and in the world  

How to Reach Us 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

2315 Chicago Ave 

Minneapolis MN 55404 

612-871-2967 

oursavioursmpls.org 
Pastor:   

Martha Schwehn Bardwell option 4 

Music Director:   

Mary Preus option 6 

Bookkeeper:   
Diane Palmer  option 5 

Office Manager:   

Marcin Cienski ` option 7 

  
 

OSCS  

 

612-871-5900       
Executive Director:  

Michael Huffman option 1 
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Tuesday, November 1 8:30am-9:30am Coffee Hour for OSCS 

 12:30-2:00pm Staff Meeting (CR) 

Wednesday, November 2 10:15-12:00pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 

Friday, November 4 7:00am Men’s Breakfast at Butter 

Saturday, November 5 10:am- 12:00pm Property Workday 

Sunday, November 6 9:45am Worship (Feast Sunday and Lunch) 
 12:00pm Worship, Music+Art Table 

Monday, November 7 9:00-3:30pm Church Council 

Tuesday, November 8 12:30-2:00pm Staff Meeting (CR) 

 1:00pm-3:30pm OSCS All Staff 
Wednesday, November 9 10:15-12:00pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 

Sunday, November 13 9:00am Worship in the Backyard 

 11:00am Worship in Sanctuary and Online  
 12:45pm-2:30pm Confirmation HC 
 12:30pm-4:30pm CSM in Sanctuary 

Monday, November 14 5:00pm-8:00pm BIPOC Leads MAS 

Tuesday,, November 15 12:30-2:00pm Staff Meeting (CR) 
 7:30pm MCFF on Zoom 

Wednesday, November 16 10:15-12:00pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 

Sunday, November 20 9:00am Worship in the Backyard 

 11:00am Worship in Sanctuary and Online  

Monday, November 21 7:00pm Racial Justice Committee Mtg 
 9:00pm Property Committee Mtg 

Tuesday, November 22 12:30-2:00pm Staff Meeting (CR) 

Wednesday, November 23 10:15-12:00pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 

Thursday, November 24  Thanksgiving  

Sunday, November 27 9:00am Worship in the Backyard 

 11:00am Worship in Sanctuary and Online  

 12:30pm-2:30pm Isaiah Team Meeting 

Monday, November 28 5:00pm-6:30pm Finance Committee 

  Sentinel Deadline 

Tuesday, November 29 12:30-2:00pm Staff Meeting (CR) 

Wednesday, November 30 10:15-12:00pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 

November 2022 at Our Saviour’s 
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