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Thanks and Yes!  

Pastor Martha 

 

As Dag Hammarskjold famously wrote: “For all that has been – Thanks. For all that shall be – Yes.”  

With gratitude for all the ways that I have had the honor of serving in ministry among you over the last several 

years, it was my joy to say “Yes” to becoming your Lead Pastor on Sunday, October 2. My “Yes” is a yes of 

humility – I know I need God’s and this community’s help. And, my “Yes” is a Yes of confidence and 

expectation! I trust that the Spirit is alive and at work among us, and I look forward to seeing how God leads 

us to continue to live out our mission in new, transformative ways.  
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Saying Farewell and Thank You to Interim Pastor Ben Masters 

This Sunday, October 9 

Pastor Martha 

 

This Sunday, we bid farewell to our beloved interim pas-

tor, Ben Masters. He has brought energy, creativity, 

thoughtfulness, and care to his ministry among us, and we 

will miss him. I am personally very grateful for his warm 

collegiality, collaborative spirit, and willingness to jump 

right in at OSLC with wisdom and grace. He has dazzled 

us with his poetic sermons and delighted us with his laugh-

ter, warmth and donuts.  

It is our duty and joy (with sadness) to send Pastor Ben off 

with our deep gratitude and appreciation. During the 9am 

and 11am services, we will bless Pastor Ben for the jour-

ney ahead of him and express our thanks by presenting 

some gifts. I want to encourage you all to also express your 

thanks by writing Pastor Ben a card to personally share 

your gratitude; we will make sure a card basket is  

available.  

After 11am worship, we will have a pizza party in the 

backyard! The oven is being fired up, and the pizza will be 

fresh and delicious! Join the celebration as we trust that 

Pastor Ben is indeed being sent “Onward in the Spirit!”  

Welcoming guest preacher Allison Connelly-Vetter 

Sunday, October 9 at 11am worship 

 

On October 9, we welcome Allison Connelly-Vetter (she/her) to lead our 9:45am adult 

forum and to preach at our 11am sanctuary worship service. Allison received a Master 

of Divinity from Union Theological Seminary, where she studied interdisciplinary ap-

proaches to disability theology and Madness. Allison offers preaching, lectures, writing, 

and workshops on disability theology for religious congregations and academic institu-

tions across the country. Her commitment to building spiritual community in and among 

folks with disabilities has manifested in founding and co-facilitating the Disability Theology Discussion 

Group. Allison has been featured on the Lady Preacher podcast and her published writing can be found 

in Liberating Liturgies 2.0 (Women's Ordination Conference, 2020) and Dear Joan Chittister: Conversa-

tions with Women in the Church (Twenty-Third Publications, 2019). Denominationally. Allison identifies 

as both catholic and United Church of Christ. She works as Children, Youth, and Families Program Coor-

dinator for Spirit of St. Stephen’s Catholic Community and as Faith Organizer for the Center for Sustaina-

ble Justice, both in Minneapolis, MN.  
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A Festive Feast Sunday! 

Interim Pastor Ben Masters 
 

October 2nd was our first Feast Sunday of the fall, friends, and 
it was a feast for the senses and 
the soul!  

 

We feasted in the Spirit! Look-
ing around the sanctuary and joining on YouTube, the energy of being together 
sparked with electric joy. Washed in the waters of baptism, Miles Edward re-
minded us that we are one in the body of Christ. 

 

We feasted with the saints! Guest preacher John Rohde Schwehn proclaimed 
good news from scriptures associated with Saint Francis of Assisi. Assistant to 
the Bishop John Hulden from the Minneapolis Area Synod gathered us around 
Pastor Martha Bardwell as we installed her the office of Lead Pastor. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We feasted on so much good food! A thousand 
thanks to all who brought dishes to our first post-
lockdown potluck and heaps of gratitude to folks who 
set up and washed up.  

 

Community is a gift to celebrate and an intentional effort. Focusing on faith for-
mation throughout the month is one important way to nurture our community. On 
the first Sunday of the month, let us keep the feast! 

All photos on this page by Bruce Silcox 
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Dear Members of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 

 

As you read this, we will have celebrated the installation of Pastor Martha Schwehn Bardwell. Thank 

you again for your questions, your prayers, and your diligence in this process. We will simultaneously 

celebrate our time with our interim pastor, Pastor Ben Masters, and mourn his departure on Sunday, 

October 9. Even though we know this about our relationship with interim pastors, it does not make it 

any easier to say good-bye. It is a tribute to Pastor Ben that so many in our community feel his antici-

pated departure with sadness. Thanks, Pastor Ben! 

Let me summarize the business of September 12th’s Council meeting: 

• We approved the minutes from our August 1 and 17 council meetings along with the congrega-

tional meeting on August 28th. 

• Mike Huffman, OSCS Director, and our Tezra Osthus presented on a potential proposal from the 

board about changing the requirement that that will allow OSCS to make its own bylaw changes 

without OSLC Council approval. Also, the changes would include changing the requirement that 

51% of the OSCS board be Lutheran. Aneesa Parks noted that such changes would help us live 

into our strategic goal of dismantling white supremacy. Council will wait to hear more from the 

OSCS board. 

• The Treasurer’s report included discussion about having an auction, not to stabilize our budget but 

to raise money for mission. Finance is also working to obtain a credit card for church emergencies 

so that our pastors are not using their personal credit cards. There was also an update on the finan-

cial review process.  

• Solar Update: We will not have a contract this fall, but we may yet have solar panels in 2023. 

• The Council approved the job description for Lead Pastor. We also did some planning for Pastor 

Martha’s installation and Pastor Ben’s good-bye.  

• Council passed the motion to accept Pastor Ben’s resignation letter. 

• Nancy Nygaard Johnson is working with Metro Transit to re-establish our accessible parking spot 

out front. 

Yes, we are a blessed community. Please feel free to contact me with any of your thoughts, questions, 

concerns, or hopes. We are walking this together.  

 

God’s Love and Peace to you all, 

Elaine Johnson 

President Update 
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Adult Forum Schedule for October 2022 

Pastor Martha 
 

Adult forums will be from 9:45 – 10:30, followed by fellowship time until worship  

at 11. Gather in the hospitality center or join via Zoom at https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/86297261334.  

 

October 9: Christian Ableism  

• Learn from disability theologian Allison Connelly-Vetter (she/her) before hear-
ing her preach at the 11am service. 

• Allison works as Children, Youth, and Families Program Coordinator for Spirit 
of St. Stephen’s Catholic Community and as Faith Organizer for the Center for Sustainable Justice, both in 
Minneapolis. She also serves as a facilitator in Our Whole Lives (OWL) with Laura Kehrberg on Sunday 
nights, with 7th-9th graders.  

 

October 16: Understanding and Accommodating Autism 

• OSLC members Dorea Ruggles (she/her) and Linnea Peterson (they/them) will speak on how folks of all 
kinds of abilities and disabilities deserve to be welcomed—accepted, anticipated, and accommodated.  

• Disability is an intersection of identity and belongs in our conversations about inclusion and justice. In this 
presentation, they will share information about what autism is and how Our Saviour’s can welcome autistic 
folks in our community more fully. 

 

October 23 & 30: Death Our Sister, parts I & II 

• On October 23, we begin a four-part series on death and dying. Channeling the wisdom of St. Francis and 
trusting that God holds us in life and in death, we have named this series “Death Our Sister.”   

• Part I: Preparing for End of Life. We’ll discuss advance health care directives, palliative care and hos-
pice care, and related topics. 

• Part II: Accompanying the Dying. How do we hold vigil when death is near? We’ll turn to the resource, 
Peace at the Last, and practice parts of this beautiful liturgy of visitation with the dying.  

 

Missed Caleb Rollins’ presentation on OSLC history? Watch a recording on our YouTube channel: https://
youtu.be/7Yvgfwbw0Yc. Whenever possible, forums will be recorded and uploaded to YouTube for those 
who want to revisit the conversation. 

Property Work Day,  

Saturday October 8th from 10am to Noon 

Nancy Nygaard Johnson 

 

Help us get ready for winter!  There will be outside and inside jobs.   

The Community Garden next to the Shelter is also in need of some helpers during the workday filling  

the raised beds.  Bring gloves if you’d like to help with this task.     

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86297261334
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86297261334
https://youtu.be/7Yvgfwbw0Yc
https://youtu.be/7Yvgfwbw0Yc
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An Update from the Reparations Team 

Interim Pastor Ben Masters 

 

Our First Reparations Budget Cycle 

People of Our Saviour’s, we have taken the next step on our reparations journey! With prayerful discern-

ment and trust in God’s grace, we are writing our first reparations checks to three Minnesota organizations 

responding to systemic racism. 

 

Last year, Jim Bear Jacobs (Mohican Nation) challenged OSLC to dedicate a line item of our annual budget 

to addressing the harms perpetrated against Native American people. This congregation generously and 

boldly set aside $9000 to give away in the spirit of reparations to Black, indigenous, and people of color 

(BIPOC) communities. You all trusted that we would discover partners with whom to build relationships of 

repair, all the while acknowledging that we have a lot of learning still to do. 

 

In August, the Reparations team  

proposed a timeline for the annual repa-

rations cycle. Given that 2022 is the 

first year of this cycle, however, the 

Reparations team packed five months 

of work into two!  

 

At its October meeting, Council approved the team’s recommendation to make financial reparations to three 

organizations: East Phillips Neighborhood Institute, Makoce Ikikcupi, and the City of Lakes Community 

Land Trust. 

 

25% of our reparations budget will go to the East Phillips Neighborhood Institute. 

 

For many years we have followed the work of the East Phillips Neighborhood Institute 

(EPNI), especially its struggle to address the harm caused by the now-defunct Roof  

Depot. The compelling vision of an urban farm has met steady opposition from city 

government, which is now poised to start construction on a public works building 

without any commitment to ongoing remediation of the arsenic-poisoned soil. 

 

EPNI’s latest lawsuit will likely fail, and yet members of the Reparations team were 

moved to make a statement. Sometimes following a crucified savior looks like backing 

the losing side. We trust that God brings new life from destruction, even though we  

admit we don’t know how or when. In this moment, we say to our neighbors: “We 

stand with you. You are not alone.” 
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25% of our reparations budget will go to Makoce Ikikcupi. 

 

In Dakota, Makoce Ikikcupi (pronounced mah-KOH-chē ee-KEE-chū-pee) means “land  

recovery,” in multiple senses: reclaiming Native stewardship of land and reviving the spiritu-

al connection between land and peoples. Alongside developing young leaders, Makoce Iki-

kcupi is building a village on the 21 acres it owns in Granite Falls. 

 

Our Saviour’s continues to learn and tell the stories of how white settlers dispossessed the 

Dakota and Ojibwe and how Christian-run boarding schools sought to destroy Native culture. 

Our faith teaches that lament and confession train our hearts to receive God’s saving grace, 

and it is in the light of such grace that we see resurrection shining through Makoce Ikikcupi. 

 

 

50% of our reparations budget will go to the City of Lakes Community Land Trust. 

 

The mission of the City of Lakes Community Land Trust (CLCLT) is to create community 

ownership that preserves affordability and inclusivity. We noted how its support of BIPOC 

families addressed the racial wealth gap and how its shared equity model stabilizes racially 

diverse neighborhoods.  

 

Reversing and resisting the racist systems that perpetuate inequality means building new  

systems. This is hardly glamorous work; it is more pragmatic than poetic. The same can be 

said of discipleship. We work and pray in imperfect ways, even as we wait for God’s reign to 

come on earth. 

 

CLCLT is currently building a few blocks away from Our Saviour’s, on the corner of Franklin and Park Ave-

nue. As we collaborate with campus partners to re-envision our property, may we learn from CLCLT (as well 

as EPNI and Makoce Ikikcupi) how to bless our neighbors. 

 

Want to be a part of our next reparations budget cycle?  

 

As some members of the Reparations team shift their focus to other ministries, we encourage other folks from 

Our Saviour’s to wrestle with ongoing questions, build relationships of repair, and put dismantling white  

supremacy into practice. If you’re interested, get in touch with Aneesa Parks (aneesamparks@gmail.com) or 

Pastor Martha (martha@oursavioursmpls.org). 

 

Dear people of Our Saviour’s, we encourage you to learn more about the visions of healing and wholeness 

these organizations have for their communities. In our times of prayer, listen for them and lift up their strug-

gles. May God challenge and bless us through these relationships and the work ahead. Amen!  

mailto:aneesamparks@gmail.com
mailto:martha@oursavioursmpls.org
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St. Paul Backs Back from the Brink 

Amy Blumenshine  

 

October is a time when we especially remember our ancestors 

and perhaps, this year especially, the Cuban Missile Crisis of 

1962. In that context, we celebrate the recent success of our local 

Back from the Brink effort with the St. Paul City Council in 

which OSLC members-- most especially Karen Stevenson--

played an instrumental role.  

St. Paul residents convinced their Councilmembers to pass the Back from the Brink resolution https://

preventnuclearwar.org/saint-paul-joins-twin-city-minneapolis-with-adoption-of-bftb-resolution/ OSLC had 

already done so at our annual meetings.  And we all follow in the steps of the faithful peacemakers of beloved 

memory.  

Sponsoring St. Paul Councilmember Nelsi Yang in her remarks after the passage of the resolution gave credit 

to particular “unsung” individuals in her past who were strong supporters of her Hmong refugee family as well 

as advocates for nuclear disarmament. The national Back from the Brink campaign gave credit to Marie 

Braun, long-time Twin Cities peacemaking leader who passed away in June.  Our St. Paul Back from the 

Brink planning meeting was one of the last of thousands of such efforts she’d rallied for over her many years. 

We’re also in debt to our ancestors who helped stop above ground nuclear bomb testing—and the spread of 

radiation into our bodies,found even in mother’s milk--by sailing the ship The Golden Rule into the Marshall 

Islands. As the St. Paul resolution notes in one of the “whereas” explanatory statements: “The reborn Golden 

Rule is sailing once more, to show that nuclear abolition is possible, and that bravery and tenacity can over-

come militarism, and was docked in Saint Paul at Watergate Marina on September 25, 2022 to raise awareness 

for their {peacemakers like Veterans for Peace} efforts.” 

The Golden Rule sailboat continues her Great Loop sail down the Mississippi river and up the east coast 

https://www.vfpgoldenruleproject.org  Please alert your friends along her route. Freely watch and share the 

documentary videos on the website. Listen to Daniel Ellsberg, a nuclear war planner who became the Penta-

gon Papers whistle-blower: https://defusenuclearwar.org/podcast/ 

And keep the nonviolent faith in these dire times.  Even as the Cuban Missile Crisis resulted in significant 

steps to prevent nuclear war, so too can the Ukraine crisis.  Some of us think that supporting the Treaty on the 

Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons could be THE exit ramp from the conflict between the US and Russia. In 

peacemaking, the different sides need to avoid humiliation and feel secure.  Clearly, the longer the barbaric 

killing continues, the more difficult coming to an agreement becomes.  

President Kennedy had adopted a belligerent stance earlier but during the 1962 crisis worked out a secret deal 

with Premier Krushchev which led to removing nuclear weapons from each others’ borders.   Kennedy’s 

speech at American University reflects his hard won peacemaking wisdom and is worth our attention https://

www.jfklibrary.org/archives/other-resources/john-f-kennedy-speeches/american-university-19630610 

Kennedy’s deal to remove US WMD from the USSR border was not made public due to concern over the re-

action of US hawks.  Today peacemaking American citizens need to clamor for actions—like Back from the 

Brink -- that will pave the way for such actions by our leaders, fulfill our baptismal promise, and make us 

good ancestors.  
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Morning Bible Study Wednesdays at 10:15 AM on Zoom 

Please join us on Wednesdays from 10:15 to noon 

over Zoom for Bible study on the upcoming Sun-

day’s lectionary texts.  

Together we pray for our world and listen for God’s 

words of challenge and hope. 

Join Zoom meeting at https://us02web.zoom.us/

j/290305866 ,  

Meeting ID: 290 305 866 

Please join us for a New Sunday Schedule for Fall 2022! 

 

 

On the first Sunday of the month we feast! 

 

9:45am: One worship service in the sanctuary. 

11am: Enjoy lunch with our church community! 

 

On the second through fifth Sundays  

our schedule is as follows: 

 

9am: Backyard worship  

9:45am: Faith formation for children and adults 

10:30am: Coffee and conversation  

11am: Sanctuary worship, live streamed on YouTube 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/290305866
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/290305866
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Friday, October 7 7:00am Men’s Breakfast at Butter 

   
Saturday, October 8 10:00am-12:00pm Property Cleanup 

 1:00pm-4:00pm Quilting 

   

Sunday, October 9 9:00am Worship in the Backyard 

 11:00am Worship in Sanctuary and Online  
   

Tuesday, October 11 12:30-2:00pm Staff Meeting (CR) 

   
Wednesday, October 12 10:15-12:00pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 
   
Saturday, October 15  9:00-3:30pm OSCS Retreat 
   
Sunday, October 16 9:00am Worship in the Backyard 

 11:00am Worship in Sanctuary and Online  
   
Monday, October 17 7:00pm Racial Justice Committee Meeting 

   

Tuesday, October 18 12:30-2:00pm Staff Meeting (CR) 

   
Wednesday, October 19 10:15-12:00pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 
   

Sunday, October 23 9:00am Worship in the Backyard 
 11:00am Worship in Sanctuary and Online  
 12:30 Isaiah Team Meeting 

   

Monday, October 24 5:00-6:30pm Finance Committee (CR) 

  Sentinel Deadline 
Tuesday, October 25 12:30-2:00pm Staff Meeting (CR) 

   
Wednesday, October 26 10:15-12:00pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 
   

Sunday, October 30 9:00am Worship in the Backyard 
 11:00am Worship in Sanctuary and Online  

   

Monday, October 31  Halloween 

   

October 2022 at Our Saviour’s 
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Lectionary Text for  

Home Devotions 

 
The Sentinel Vol. LXI, No. 10 

is published by  
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church.  

2315 Chicago Ave 
Minneapolis MN 55404 

Deadline for the November 2022  Sentinel  

is Monday, October 24  

 

Octrober 9  

  2 Kings 5:1-3, 7-15c 

  Psalm 111 

  2 Timothy 2:8-15 

  Luke 17:11-19   

 

October 16 

  Genesis 32:22-31 

  Psalm 121 

  2 Timothy 3:14--4:5 

  Luke 18:1-8 

 

October 23 

  Jeremiah 14:7-10, 19-22 

  Sirach 35:12-17 (alternate) 

  Psalm 84:1-7 

  2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 

  Luke 18:9-14 

 

October 30  

  Isaiah 1:10-18 

  Psalm 32:1-7 

  2 Thessalonians 1:1-4,  

      11-12 

  Luke 19:1-10 

   Prayer List 

 

Jacob Wojta, giving thanks that he is finally home from the 

hospital   

 

Diane Rowe, in hospice  

 

Bill Rowe, as he accompanies and cares for Diane  

 

Jim Elder, Glenda’s brother-in-law, recovering from a stroke  

 

Anton Moore, undergoing physical therapy  

 

Monica, Shayne Knutson’s mother, diagnosed with lung  

cancer  

 

Karen Erlander and friends grieving the death of Dan Erlander 

How to Reach Us 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

2315 Chicago Ave 

Minneapolis MN 55404 

612-871-2967 

oursavioursmpls.org 
Pastor:   

Benjamin Masters option 3 

Martha Schwehn Bardwell option 4 

Music Director:   

Mary Preus option 6 

Bookkeeper:   
Diane Palmer  option 5 

Office Manager:   

Marcin Cienski ` option 7 

  
 

OSCS  

 

612-871-5900       
Executive Director:  

Michael Huffman option 1 
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