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Dreaming for a Shared Future 

Interim Pastor Ben Masters 

 

Our story begins in 2021, during the hottest summer on 

record for the Twin Cities, with a turning point in the long-

standing conversation between this congregation and our 

campus partner, Our Saviour’s Community Services 

(OSCS). In July, leaders from both organizations signed a 

memorandum of understanding for working together to 

develop a long-range vision for the 2300 block of Chicago 

Ave. 

 

Our story continues in the deep freeze of January, when new leaders took up the charge to discern such a 

vision. And in June 2022, they invited you to help write a new chapter. 

 

On June 19, OSLC hosted a forum about the work of the long-range property visioning team. Most of forum’s 

content is summarized in this booklet: https://tiny.cc/OSCS-OSLC (paper copies are available in the church 

office). You can watch the recording of the forum on our YouTube channel, but first let me share with you this 

community’s dreams. 

 

We have so many dreams! Across six tables, participants kept reaching for post-it notes to jot down another 

idea. Here are the highlights that people shared: 

 

Deeply affordable housing. Apartment buildings. Multigenerational housing. A village of tiny homes. We 

want to help Our Saviour’s Housing reach the next level. 

 

Green building. Solar panels. Geothermal heat. Climate-informed design. We are committed to putting 

creation care into practice. 

 

Make reparations real. Collaborate with a land trust. Empower BIPOC home ownership. Close the racial 

wealth gap. We can help build equity in the financial and society sense. 

https://tiny.cc/OSCS-OSLC


 

 Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church  August 2022  

More space for more ministry. What if we made space for a pre-school, a resource hub, a coffee shop that 

employs people in supportive housing? How about a playground, more green space, and a place to gather out-

doors? Can we imagine classrooms with windows for ELC students? And, always, we need more parking! 

Threading through our dreaming is a desire for acting with community support. As one note read: Less ‘for.’ 

More ‘with.’ The property visioning team looks forward to connecting with the community stakeholders you 

suggested. Next month, team members will attend a series on community engagement from Nexus Community 

Partners. When snow covers the sleeping soil, the team will craft a plan for building a vision with you, OSCS 

stakeholders, and our neighbors in Phillips.  

 

You can expect to hear updates on this work in the fall. Today, tomorrow, and into the future, commend the 

property visioning team and all our community dreaming into God’s holy keeping.  

 

Onward in the Spirit! 

 September, OSLC and OSCS are sending members of the 
long-range property vision team to Nexus’ five-part 
“Tapping the Potential of Community Engagement” series: 

 

Session 1: What is Community Engagement? 

Session 2: Shifting Power: Moving from Service to En-
gagement 

Session 3 : Healing through Community Engagement 

Session 4: Disrupting White Supremacy Culture  

through Community Engagement 

Session 5: Moving Forward: Integrating Community  

Engagement Practices 

 

Pray for Rico Morales, Robin Stramp, and Renate Willer,  

that the Spirit inspire them with wisdom and courage! 
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August Mission of the Month: Every Meal 

Interim Pastor Ben Masters 
 

Every Meal (formerly Sheridan's Story) works to fight hunger in our community by filling the gaps in food ac-

cess that children face during weekends, summers, and extended breaks. In 2021, Every Meal opened its Week-

end Food Program to every school is 41 school districts and provided over 2 million meals across 449 sites in 

the Metro area. 

 

OSLC began partnering with Every Meal to support our neighbors across the street at Hope Academy. Pre-

pandemic, OSLC was a sponsor organization and we gathered a group of faithful volunteers to fill kids' back-

packs with extra food to take home on Fridays. When the pandemic paused the volunteering that kept up con-

nected to Hope Academy, we took a break from sponsorship. When volunteering opportunities started again, 

our community wasn’t ready yet; nevertheless, we are still committed to support Every Meal financially.  

 

Go to our website to contribute via the “Mission of the Month” line or send in a check with “Every Meal” in 

the memo line. Last year, OSLC raised $2399 to keep kids fed. This year, let’s build a longer table! 

Helping Hands Fund - Inviting Donations 

Pastor Martha 

  

Our helping hands fund needs some replenishing. Out of this fund, we have helped members and neighbors 

with rental assistance, hotel stays while waiting for an apartment, co-payments for medications, and more. 

This fund allows us to say a generous 'yes' when a neighbor comes to our doors with a particular need. We 

welcome donations in any amount, either by check with 'helping hands' in the memo line, by cash with 

'helping hands' on the envelope, or through the website where you can designate money to this fund. Thanks 

for all the ways you share your gifts out of love for God and neighbors.  
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Worship with Holy Communion 

 

Worship Folders 

To get your worship folder, go  to oursavioursmpls.org and find it under the Worship, Music and Arts tab. 

We will continue in person sanctuary worship in August (except for August 7, see article).  We will main-

tain our Covid protocols: 

• Masking - we are requesting that all indoor in person attendees wear masks, and we do plan to have 

some on hand for your use 

• Physical distancing 

• Stay home if you are sick or quarantining 

Sunday Worship in  August 

at 9:30 in the Sanctuary 
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Dear Members of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 

 

I would like to focus this article on the actions of the OSLC Council. As you know, the council meets 

once a month, usually the evening of the first Monday of the month (unless it is a holiday and then we 

meet the second Monday of the month). To be covid safe, we meet via zoom from 7-8:30 pm. We try hard 

to keep this timeline but on occasion, our meetings have gone longer. We also have a spring retreat and 

meet twice in January in preparation for the Annual Meeting. 

We begin each council meeting with a call to order, assign a chat monitor and timekeeper, and have a 

brief check-in from all in attendance. One of the members then leads us in devotions. Our business begins 

with approval of the agenda for the evening and the minutes from our last meeting. Per our By-laws, all 

meetings follow Roberts Rules of Order. This is followed by the President’s report, the Pastors’ reports, 

and the Treasurer and Finance Committee report. We then review any Old Business, act on any Table 

(Worship and Arts, Outreach, Community and Faith Formation) and Committee (Property and Finance) 

action Items and process any New Business. We then close the meeting with what we are hearing from 

our community, date for the next meeting, and who will lead us in devotions next month. One of the pas-

tors closes our evening together with a prayer. 

With this overview, let me summarize the business of July’s meeting: 

• Strategic Goal – Dismantling White Supremacy: We requested that Personnel Committee research the 

process for reporting sexual misconduct and harassment at OSLC and if the policy could also include in-

cidents of racism. We also discussed our connections with the synod to further this goal at that level. 

• LVC – There are only 12 volunteers for next year nationally and only two in the Twin Cities. LVC is 

hoping to utilize the Winona House for the sole Twin Cities house. The future of LVC is being discerned 

and we will keep you posted. 

• Personnel Committee moved to add Juneteenth as a church holiday for church staff and it passed. They 

also have prepared job descriptions for the office manager and livestreaming tech. 

• Roof/solar update: Minnesota Interfaith Power and Light approved us for money for solar panels. We al-

so need to replace the roof for the panels along with considering possible future building expansions.  

• The Council also voted approval of a scholarship of $125 for Rico Morales to attend the National Alli-

ance to End Homelessness in Washington DC.  

• Call Committee representative and council member, Renata Willer, provided an update on the call pro-

cess. 

Yes, we are a blessed community. I appreciate all of you. Please feel free to contact me with any of your 

thoughts, questions, concerns, or hopes. We are walking this together.  

God’s Love and Peace to you all, 

Elaine Johnson 

President Update 
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Forum on Sunday, July 31 – Exciting Update on Solar Panels for 

OSLC 

10:30 – 11:30 after worship, in person and on Zoom 

Pastor Martha 

  

Property committee member Nate Blumenshine 

will present current proposals for roof replace-

ment and solar panels at OSLC. Come and engage 

in conversation as we consider how to make wise 

investments in our strategic goals of creation care 

and a 5-year property plan through this project. 

 

Here is the Zoom link for the forum on July 31:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86297261334 

Meeting ID: 862 9726 1334 

Find your local number: https://

us02web.zoom.us/u/kcViETLPdI 

Treasurer Update 

Joel Beard 

 

Another year is halfway through, and despite the upheavals, transitions, and uncertainty of the past few years, 

the generosity of Our Saviour’s community has remained constant. Our financial situation is strong thanks to 

your faithful giving. General offerings are up, as high as they’ve ever been. Pledge offerings through June are 

behind, but we trust that members will follow through on their commitments as they are able. Overall, both 

our income and expenses are lower than expected so far, and we are in a good place moving into the second 

half of the year. 

 

As the Spirit is always moving, being in a comfortable financial place does not mean we are being compla-

cent. Our budget commitment of $8,000 for our strategic goals has provided funding in a variety of ways to 

nurture our spiritual life together, connect with our neighbors, work to dismantle white supremacy, care for 

creation, and move forward on our property planning. Discussion and work around how to use the new line 

item of $9,000 for reparations have been ongoing, and there is an opportunity on August 23rd to join in that 

conversation and planning (see the Sentinel article for more details). The Helping Hand Fund has supported 

our friends and neighbors in need, and more donations to bolster that ministry would be appreciated. Your 

continued contributions, both financial and otherwise, are essential to maintaining the dynamism of our shared 

life together as we celebrate, serve, and do justice through the myriad ministries of Our Saviour’s. 
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August 2 - National Night Out with Little Earth 

Pastor Martha 

 

Here's an invitation from Little Earth for us to join them as neigh-

bors for National Night Out:  

  

Little Earth’s National Night Out is one of our biggest community 

events in the year, and we have one of the biggest (if not THE big-

gest) National Night Out celebrations in Minneapolis. 

  

We use it as a time to build community with fellow Little Earth 

residents and our neighbors--we come together, feast, share re-

sources with one another, and have fun. Our National Night Out 

Celebration hosts a variety of community competitions like a bas-

ketball tournament, dance contest, watermelon eating contest, and 

a hand drum contest. We also offer plenty of fun activities for the 

family like games and face painting, and a big community feast. 

  

If you are in the neighborhood please stop by and feast with us! 

Worship on Sunday, August 7 - outside, here at church! 

Singing Prayers for the Earth 

Mary Preus 

 

Bret Hesla, along with readers, will lead the 

congregation in songs and prayers, listening, 

speaking and silence as we pay attention to 

creation all around us. We give thanks to God 

for the beauty of creation, lament our part in 

its destruction and live into the hope of new 

life. 

Come! Sing and pray, listen and share. 

9:30am , OSLC back yard 
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Reparations Team Update  

and Forum,  

Sunday, August 21, 10:30 - 11:30 

Aneesa Parks 

 

“Advent, Christmas and Epiphany, Ordinary Time, Lent, 

Easter.” 

Following the liturgical calendar is part of our ritual as Christians. Soon OSLC will have a cyclical reparations 

process to follow annually as well! Since the congregation voted to include a line item for reparations in our 

annual budget last February, the team has been drafting that process. The goal is to examine harms we aim to 

repair,  discern where to allocate dollars each year, and reflect on the impact of our choices. After church on 

Sunday, August 21 the team would like to share a draft of that annual process and hear feedback. We will also 

be activating some of the steps for our 2022 reparations decision.  Please plan to join us in person in the hospi-

tality center or on Zoom. 

Our four month learning sessions with MARCH Minnesota (Multifaith Anti-Racism, Change & Healing) pro-

vided us with support, tools, ideas and inspiration. The Reparatory Eco Map is one of the helpful tools we’ve 

brought back to OSLC.  

As the interlocking circles suggest, the reparations process is not only about selecting where to send our mone-

tary contribution. The truth telling, spiritual practice, relationships and political solidarity we have with our 

fellow children of God is  important as well.  

SNEAK PEAK: To continue the practice of grief and truth telling the Reparations Team will host a forum with 

Caleb Rollins in September.  Caleb wrote a history of how our church has owned and distributed land and re-

sources. The paper is called, “The Land Begets More Land: An Urban Lutheran Congregation and Its Subur-

ban Connections.” As we discern how to live our our strategic goal of developing a five property plan this will 

be important learning and reflection for us. Hope to see you all at both forums. 

Sunday, August 14 - 10:30am - 12 

People's Climate & Equity Plan Pizza Party! 

Pastor Martha 

 

Come to the backyard after worship to learn about the People's Climate and Equity Plan, an exciting plan for 

Minneapolis that is seeking to help our city reach important climate goals while also closing the racial wealth 

gap. We will hear about the plan, share with one another about our climate concerns and the kind of city we 

dream of living in, and take action by writing postcards to city council members. 

We will have pizza fresh out of our backyard oven and ready for eating around 11:30. Yum!! 

Come, feast, and take action! And, invite your friends and neighbors!  

A link to RSVP will be coming next week. 
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ELCA Churchwide Assembly 

Suzanne Burke 

 

The 2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly will be held August 8-12 in Columbus, Ohio. The ELCA Churchwide 

Assembly, the primary decision-making body of the church, is a process of communal spiritual discernment. 

Over the course of the assembly, voting members: 

• Hear reports and review the work of churchwide officers, leaders, and units; 

• Receive and consider proposals from synod assemblies; 

• Elect officers, board members, and other leaders as specified by the constitution or bylaws; 

• Establish ELCA churchwide policy; 

• Worship together; 

• Adopt a budget;  

• Conduct other business related to the ELCA churchwide organization. 

Those gathered for CWA will worship together every day. Suzanne Burke will be the presiding minister at the 

service of Morning Prayer on Thursday, August 11 at 7:30 am Central/8:30 am Eastern. If you are an early ris-

er you can tune into the livestream and join us for worship! All worship services and plenary sessions during 

the assembly will be livestreamed and available for viewing later.  

Visit https://elca.org/cwa-2022 for more information on the assembly schedule and the livestream. 

 

Our Saviour’s Shelter Meal -we need your help! 

Kathy Furey 

Please mark your calendars with the serving dates for 2022: 
 

August 29, Monday  October 29, Saturday  
October  31, Monday December 31, Saturday 

 

Thank you in advance! 

Property Work Days  

Nancy Nygaard Johnson  

 

The Property Committee invites you to our next property work days scheduled for Sat Aug 13th, Sat Sept 10th 

and Sat Oct 8th.  We’ll work from 10-noon.  There will be outdoor projects and some inside work in Sept and 

Oct.   

Many hands make light work.  
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Peacemaking 

Amy Blumenshine  

 

August brings a remembrance of how this nuclear threat age started, with the US dropping two different types 

of nuclear bombs, one on Hiroshima and one on Nagasaki (the most Christian city in Japan at the time.)  

A couple events take place at the Lyndale Peace Garden in commemoration of the August 1945 bombing of 

Hiroshima.  On  Friday, August 5 at 7 pm, a Minneapolis tea ceremony will be held as people in Hiroshima 

gather for their ceremony.  The next morning, Saturday August 6 at 7:30 am, also at the Lyndale Peace Gar-

den, a Ceremony of the Cranes will be observed with story telling and with a moment of silence held at 8:15 

am, the time of the bombing. Persistent peacemakers have not allowed the public to forget the call of the Japa-

nese survivors: “Never again.”   The August 6 event will also pay tribute to local peacemakers and Japanese 

bombing survivor activists who have died within the year.  

(The Lyndale Park Peace Garden is across from the Rose Garden near Lake Harriet, 4124 Roseway Road, 

Minneapolis.)   

The Nagasaki bombing commemoration will be 7 pm, Monday, August 8 at the Global Harmony labyrinth 

located across Lexington from the Como Park Pavilion in St. Paul.  

St.Paul has maintained a sister city relationship with Nagasaki for 77 years!  We are hopeful that St. Paul will 

join cities including Minneapolis and most recently Chicago in supporting the Back from the Brink resolution 

as OSLC has. (https://preventnuclearwar.org) 

The US public has never been fully informed about the harm our tax money spent on nuclear weapons has 

wrought. Reporting on the extent of the suffering in the aftermath of the bombings was strictly censored for 12 

years with the excuse that Japanese reaction to the horror would endanger the US occupation. Targeting of ci-

vilians and their descendants is a war crime, certainly in violation of any just war doctrine, and immoral by 

any measure.   

In a recent webinar, World Beyond War’s David Swanson pointed 

out the fallacy of the nuclear deterrence theory. It depends on threat-

ening to use nuclear weapons and seeming to mean it while not 

meaning it.  The target is supposed to think you would use the weap-

ons but not your own public or allies.  If nuclear weapons could pre-

vent war, Russia would not be making war on the Ukraine. And nu-

clear weapons can be charged as the cause for the US making war on 

Iraq.  Swanson noted that there are plenty of other downsides to nu-

clear weapons but they’re overshadowed by this massive one-- the 

serious risk of eliminating all life on earth. 

For peacemaking advocacy, the ELCA recommends urging Congress 

to pass the Yemen War Powers resolution to stop the US from aiding 

the Saudis in their war on Yemen (currently in ceasefire). 

 

https://support.elca.org/site/Advocacy?cmd=display&page=UserAction&id=1534 
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Please join us on Wednesdays from 10:15 to noon over Zoom for Bible study on the upcoming Sunday’s lec-

tionary texts. Together we pray for our world and listen for God’s words of challenge and hope. 

Join Zoom meeting at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/290305866 ,  

Meeting ID: 290 305 866 

Wilderness Canoe Base Intergenerational Family Camp,  

August 4-7  

(WCB was mission of the month for July, contributions can 

be made through Sunday, July 31) 

Jeanne Heer  

 

40 people from Our Saviour’s will be heading north for some summer fun in the great outdoors. While at Wil-

derness they will canoe, swim, hike on the trails and more.  

You will hear about their adventures when they return. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/290305866
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Monday, August 1 7:00pm  Church Council (CR) 

   
Tuesday, August 2 12:30-2:00pm Staff Meeting (CR) 

 6:40pm Lutheran Night at Target Field  
   

Wednesday, August 3 10:15-12:00pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 

   
Thursday, August 4  Wilderness Canoe Base Intergenerational Family Camp, 

August 4-7 

Friday, August 5 7:00am Men’s Breakfast at Butter 

   
Sunday, August 7 9:30am Worship in the Backyard 
   
Tuesday, August 9 12:30-2:00pm Staff Meeting (CR) 
   
Wednesday, August 10 10:15-12:00pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 

   
Saturday, August 13 10:00-12:00pm Property Work Day 
   
Sunday, August 14 9:30am Worship in Sanctuary and Online  

   
Monday, August 15 7:00pm Racial Justice Committee Meeting 

   
Tuesday, August 16 12:30-2:00pm Staff Meeting (CR) 
 4:00pm OSCS Ice cream Meetup 
   

Wednesday, August 17 10:15-12:00pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 
   
Saturday, August 20 9:00am-12:00pm Pancake Breakfast 

   
Sunday, August 21 9:30am Worship in Sanctuary and Online  

   
Tuesday, August 23 12:30-2:00pm Staff Meeting (CR) 
  Sentinel Deadline 

Wednesday, August 24 10:15-12:00pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 
   
Sunday, August 28 9:30am Worship in Sanctuary and Online  

 12:30am Isaiah Team Meeting 

Monday, August 29 5:00-6:30pm Finance Committee (CR) 

   
Tuesday, August 30 12:30-2:00pm Staff Meeting (CR) 

   

Wednesday, August 31 10:15-12:00pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 

August 2022 at Our Saviour’s 
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Lectionary Text for  

Home Devotions 

 
 

The Sentinel Vol. LXI, No. 8 
is published by  

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church.  

Deadline for the October 2022  Sentinel  

is Tuesday, August 23 at 9am!  

 

August 7 Genesis 15:1-6 

  Psalm 33:12-22 

  Hebrews 11:1-3, 8- 

  16 

  Luke 12:32-40  

   

 

 

August 14 Jeremiah 23:23-29 

  Psalm 82 

  Hebrews 11:29--12:2 

  Luke 12:49-56  

  

 

 

August 21 Isaiah 58:9b-14 

  Psalm 103:1-8 

  Hebrews 12:18-29 

  Luke 13:10-17   

 

 

 

August 28  Proverbs 25:6-7 

  Sirach 10:12-18 (alternate) 

  Psalm 112 

  Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

  Luke 14:1, 7-14  

 

Prayer List 

 

Anton Moore, recovering and awaiting more surgery  

Monica, Shayne Knutson’s mother, diagnosed with lung 

cancer  

Diane Rowe  

Thanksgiving for the birth of Ebba Diane Helvick Ander-

son, born on July 15   

All Nations Indian Church and everyone in the Phillips 

neighborhood and beyond grieving the death of Marlene 

Whiterabbit Helgemo  

Marki Wogstad-Hansen and her family grieving the death 

of her sister, Karen  

 Peace in Ukraine and in the world  

How to Reach Us 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

2315 Chicago Ave 

Minneapolis MN 55404 

612-871-2967 

oursavioursmpls.org 
Pastor:   

Benjamin Masters option 3 

Martha Schwehn Bardwell option 4 

Music Director:   

Mary Preus option 6 

Bookkeeper:   
Diane Palmer  option 5 

Office Manager:   

Marcin Cienski ` option 7 

  
 

OSCS  

 

612-871-5900       
Executive Director:  

Michael Huffman option 1 
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