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Come, Holy Spirit!  

Pastor Martha 

 

When we pray and plead for the Holy Spirit to come, do we really know what we’re 

asking for? Are we ready for Her?!  

In the story of Pentecost, She first arrives among the disciples in a rush of violent 

wind. Wooosh! We have been acquainted with rushing wind lately in Minnesota, as 

thunderstorms have rolled in, bringing hail and tornado watches. Last week, some 

of us took shelter in our basements and lost power during the storm.  

While the wind of the Holy Spirit is not to be equated with a tornado, it is certainly 

similar in at least this way: it is powerful, so powerful that our routines are 

disrupted, and the landscape of our lives can be utterly transformed. And there’s an 

important difference. The Holy Spirit doesn’t want us to take shelter from her 

blustery presence. Quite the opposite! The Holy Spirit blows us out of our places of 

comfort and safety, out into the world to encounter our neighbors. In Acts 2, after 

the wind rushes through the place where the disciples gather, we read of how the 

Spirit gives them the gift of speaking other languages – they are able to share the 

good news of God across culture with strangers.  

Throughout the bible, we find a plethora of images for the Spirit. Our Pentecost 

story reveals the Spirit to be a whirlwind, a fire, a giver of communication, and a 

sparker of dreams and visions in people of all generations. But, there’s more! She is 

the one who renews the face of the ground (Psalm 104). She is the one who helps 

our hearts trust in the God of life, and to address this God with the intimacy of 

calling the God of the Universe our Father, or Mother (Romans 8:15-16). And, 

when life is too hard, and we are fumbling and at a loss for how to pray, the Spirit 

intercedes with sighs too deep for words (Romans 8:26).  

Over this season of discernment, an ongoing pandemic, and growing gardens, may 

we awaken continually to the Spirit’s presence – gentle, disturbing, renewing, 

truthful, loving, vitalizing. We may not be ready for Her. But she will seek us out 

nonetheless! Thanks be to God.  
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Worship with Holy Communion 
 

9:30 Worship in the Sanctuary- join us in person or on YouTube 

Worship Folders 

To get your worship folder, go  to oursavioursmpls.org and find it under the Worship, Music and Arts tab. 

We will continue in person sanctuary worship in June.  We will maintain our Covid protocols: 

 

• Masking - we are requesting that all indoor in person attendees wear masks,  

      and we do plan to have some on hand for your use 

• Physical distancing 

• Stay home if you are sick or quarantining 

Sunday Worship in  June 

at 9:30 in the Sanctuary 
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President Update 

 

Dear Members of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 

 

Thank you for your support of the Ministerial Site Profile Committee or Transition Team.   

They presented their draft of the Ministerial Site Profile at our May 2nd council meeting. The council 

suggested just a few changes and approved the document that evening. This document is what the synod 

uses to name pastoral staff candidates for OSLC. The candidates, in turn, use this document to begin 

their discernment of whether or not to pursue an interview to serve OSLC. This document is also the 

foundation of our 9 AM Forum discussion with Bishop Ann Svennungsen on Sunday, June 5th. Please 

mark your calendar for this important discussion and download the Ministry Site profile at http://tiny.cc/

OSLCmsp.  You are also welcome to contact me directly regarding access. Thanks, again, to Sandy 

Aslaksen, Bruce Pederson, Linnea Peterson, Catherine Preus, David Schie, and Dan Swenson-Klatt for 

their inclusive and articulate work!   

The council also allocated the remaining $2500 of the $5,000 donation per the annual meeting to the  

Indian Health Board.  It, along with the Lutheran World Relief to address refugees from the war in 

Ukraine, completes our donation on a local and global level.   

The other significant agenda item was the naming of possible congregants for the Call Committee.  

Gathering names from congregants as well as the council, evolved into the following who were asked 

and have agreed to serve; Tal Anderson, Darcia Dierking, Shar Hauer, Madeline Lind, Steve Lindley, 

and Renate Willer. Thank you in advance for your commitment to our community by serving on the Call 

Committee.   

Council also gathered the morning of Saturday, May 14 for our annual retreat. We focused our discus-

sion and discernment using our strategic goals; engaging neighbors, nurturing spiritual life, fostering 

relationships, dismantling white supremacy, caring for creation, and establishing a 5 year property plan.  

We named the initiatives pursued during this past year for each goal along with the hopes we hold for 

the year to come.  With this in place, we explored various staffing models that could effectively serve 

our pastoral needs along with the needs based on furthering our strategic goals. 

May has been a full and energizing month. Yes, we are a blessed community. I appreciate all of you.  

Please feel free to contact me with any of your thoughts, questions, concerns, or hopes. We are walking 

this together. 

  

God’s Love and Peace to you all, 

 

Elaine Johnson 

https://tiny.cc/OSLCmsp
https://tiny.cc/OSLCmsp
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Summer 2022:  

Let’s Worship Together! 
 

Throughout the summer (starting June 12) we’ll worship  
together at 9:30AM. 
 
Saying “Yes” to the Spirit 
 

Through the last year, we said “Yes!” to unity in the Spirit with two 

worship services. But we miss seeing each other! This summer, 

we’re saying “Yes!” by worshiping together on Sundays.  

On June 5, we’ll celebrate the Spirit’s presence at a 10:30AM  

Pentecost service. We’ll baptize Zoey and Thomas Lindley and  

welcome Living Questions participants into membership. 
 

On June 12, we’ll worship together at 9:30AM in the sanctuary—although 

that space will look a little different! 
 

Combining the best of outdoor and indoor worship 
 

What was fabulous about worshiping outdoors? Movement, from wiggling 

to dancing! Leadership from all ages! Low COVID risk! All of these are 

great ideas for indoors, too. 
 

This summer, the sanctuary will feature a “pray-ground,” a dedicated  

children’s space near the pulpit where our littlest ones can engage fully 

with the Word and the sacraments.  
 

Love insists on safety, so we’ll continue our masking policy during  

worship. We’ll also maximize airflow through open doors and keep the  

service under an hour. 

Staying connected 

Whichever way we say “Yes” to unity in the Spirit, we hope to bear the fruits of love, joy, and patience (Gal. 

5:22-23). Share your thoughts, your questions, or your creative ideas with Director of Worship & Music 

Mary Preus (marypreus@oursavioursmpls.org). Together, we’ll discern where the Spirit is leading next. 

OSLC/OSCS Joint Property Forum – Sunday, June 19  
 
After worship on Sunday, June 19, Pastor Ben and Our Saviour’s Community Services Executive Director 

Mike Huffman will lead a forum about long-term visioning on our shared campus.  

They will talk about what our joint property planning team has done so far, invite your dreams and visions for 

our property, and discuss next steps. Join us for this important and engaging conversation as we step into our 

strategic goal of developing and implementing a 5-year property plan!  

This forum will be in person in the Hospitality Center.  

mailto:marypreus@oursavioursmpls.org
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Getting to Know A Women’s Lectionary  
Pr. Ben Masters 

 

What would it look like if women built a lectionary focusing on women’s stories? 

Wil Gafney decided to find out. 

Dr. Gafney is the Right Rev. Sam B. Hulsey Professor of Hebrew Bible at Brite 

Divinity School in Forth Worth, Texas. Recognizing that the Revised Common 

Lectionary primarily focuses on the stories of biblical men, Dr. Gafney drew  

from her experience as an Episcopal priest and a womanist biblical scholar to  

create A Women’s Lectionary for the Whole Church, a year-long cycle of readings  

that amplify stories too often unheard.  

On the first Sunday of Advent, for instance, alongside the angel’s appearance to 

Mary is the Bible’s first divine annunciation to a woman: Hagar, enslaved to Sarai (Gen. 16). As the church 

prepares for the arrival of the Word made flesh, we hear Hagar boldly name God “El-ro’i,” the God who sees 

our suffering and steps in. 

Since OSLC’s Feminism & Faith group read her book Womanist Midrash last summer, your worship leaders 

decided to get to know Dr. Gafney’s lectionary (“Year W”). June 12, 19, 26 and July 3, we will journey with 

the Book of Ruth. With our news full of climate refugees, uncertain financial futures, and resilience in the face 

of misogyny, Ruth, Naomi, and A Women’s Lectionary are timely travel companions. 

Celebrating Graduates – Sunday, June 26  
 

On Sunday, June 26, we will celebrate our graduates! We will enjoy festive treats and have an opportunity to 

offer our congratulations.  

Cole Kehrberg is graduating from Hopkins High School and will be attending St. Olaf college in the fall. 

Sarah Skorburg is graduating with her Masters in Social Work from Augsburg University. Sarah will not be 

present on June 26, but you are welcome to drop off a card for her.  

The community garden at 2215 Chicago Avenue is growing!  

Many thanks to Rico Morales, Jim Johnson, Julie and Harmon Abrahamson, Sharon Thompson, and Steve 

Dreyer for their recent work: tilling the soil, planting corn and squash in the three sisters plot, and labeling 

plantings. And—always!—for weeding! Talk to Rico (ricomorales@gmail.com) about getting involved!  
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Update from the Transition Team 

 

On June 5 we are taking a new, Spirit-led step in our transition journey.  

How fitting for Pentecost Sunday!  

 

Come chat with Bishop Ann! 

 

Why would someone love being a pastor at Our Saviour’s?  

Bishop Ann Svennungsen is asking, so come to a congregational forum on 

June 5 at 9 AM to let her know! 

 

The Minneapolis Area Synod is our partner in calling a new lead pastor, so 

Bp. Ann wants to get to know what we’re like beyond the pages of the  

Ministry Site Profile. Together, we’ll walk through the MSP and reflect on 

how God is making all things new—at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church and 

in the world. 

 

Read the latest draft of the Ministry Site Profile 

 

After five months of listening, reflecting, writing, and revising, your  

transition team is eager to share with you the latest draft of the MSP.  

There are two ways you can read it: 

 

1) View and download a copy at this link: http://tiny.cc/OSLCmsp. You don’t need a Dropbox account; 

simply dismiss the notification. 

2) 2)  Request a print copy. A limited number of printed versions are available in the church office.  

To request a printed version be mailed to you, call 612-871-2967 or email interim pastor Ben Masters 

at ben@oursavioursmpls.org.  

 

It has been an honor to serve this congregation in this latest season of transition. We commend this document 

to your careful attention and welcome your feedback. Please offer your feedback by email so that we can keep 

track of it at transition@oursavioursmpls.org.  

 

Onward in the Spirit! 

 

Sandy Aslaksen, Alison Brandell-Douglas, Bruce Pederson, Linnea Peterson, Catherine Preus, David Scheie, 

Dan Swenson-Klatt, and Pastor Ben Masters 

Our Saviour’s Shelter Meal -we need your help! 

Kathy Furey 

Please mark your calendars with the serving dates for 2022: 
 

July 30, Saturday August 29, Monday  October 29, Saturday  
October  31, Monday December 31, Saturday 

 

Thank you in advance! 

http://tiny.cc/OSLCmsp
mailto:ben@oursavioursmpls.org
mailto:transition@oursavioursmpls.org
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National Actions 

Amy Blumenshine  

 

Activists take notice: the Poor People’s Campaign for a New Moral Revival (PPC) addresses a constellation of 

“root causes” to injustice, suffering, and societal suicide. The PPC marches on DC June 18th to demonstrate 

the momentum for needed change, reviving the movement led by Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  (https://

www.poorpeoplescampaign.org) 

You can get on the Rally bus (subsidized) for the weekend event (details below.) Your prayers for the success 

of this mobilization are also welcome.  

The Poor People’s Campaign was recently supported by the St. Paul Area Synod in assembly noting: “The cur-

rent social fabric of the United States of America and its territories are stretched thin by widening economic 

inequality, criminalization of the poor, racism and xenophobia dividing the poor, budget increases for a well-

funded military and ecological degradation adversely affecting the poor, and the largest tax breaks for our 

wealthiest neighbors leaving fewer public resources available to care for the poor.” 

Remember that our recent Minneapolis Area Synod Assembly supported the Back from the Brink Campaign 

(BftB) to prevent nuclear war (https://preventnuclearwar.org.)  Now BftB has also joined the moral fusion 

coalition of the PPC.   

As the Poor People’s Campaign explains: “Refusing to address the interlocking injustices and evils of systemic 

racism, poverty, ecological devastation & the denial of health care, militarism and the war economy, and the 

distorted moral narrative of religious nationalism is CONSTITUTIONALLY INCONSISTENT, MORALLY 

INDEFENSIBLE, POLITICALLY INSENSITIVE, AND ECONOMICALLY INSANE… 
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Because there is nothing just about a nation that has spent $21 trillion on war, policing, surveillance, and pris-

ons over the past twenty years amid widespread poverty and economic insecurity.  

 

Instead of fighting poverty, our nation has invested in a long-term war on the poor at home and across the 

world. As is always the case with war and violence, poor and low-wealth people lose the most. Today, we 

must come to see that war itself is an enemy of the poor everywhere!” 

 

A different but related live streamed gathering will emphasize the particular insanity of nuclear armaments. 

Defuse Nuclear War will mark the 40th anniversary of when a million people gathered in Central Park for nu-

clear disarmament on June 12, 1982. Included will be the world premiere of a video featuring Daniel Ellsberg 

on “defusing the threat of nuclear war.” This two-and-a-half-hour event and webinar begins at 3 pm Central, 

June 12. (https://www.june12legacy.com/) 

 

Preparing for nuclear war has been harming poor people and polluting the planet for generations.  It is particu-

larly immoral for the US to waste vast sums in this way while tolerating poverty for 140 million including 

52% of the children.   

 

“It is NOT just a day of action. It is a declaration of an ongoing, committed moral movement to 1) Build power 

2) Shift the political narrative and 3) Make real policies to fully address poverty and low-wealth from the bot-

tom up!”say Rev Dr William Barber and Rev Dr Liz Theoharis (National Co-chairs of the Poor People’s Cam-

paign). 

 

The bus from Minneapolis leaves around noon, Friday, June 17 and returns Sunday night, June 19 with two 

overnights in hotels, all subsidized. (https://rally.co/poor-peoples-assembly/from/minneapolis-mn) 

 

May we join in compelling the nation to mourn, feeling the pain and power of our people, and seeing that 

the path of healing and justice is possible! 

June 4th  Property Work Day  
Property Committee 

 

Many hands make light work. Help us keep our grounds beautiful!  

  

Join us Saturday June 4th from 10 am to noon for another property work 

day. We’ll focus on outdoor work in the gardens around our building along 

with picking up trash. There may also be some follow up with items in the 

garage.   

 

Bring work gloves and something to kneel on if you’d like. Garden tools 

are available at church. In case of bad weather, we will reschedule.  

 

Due to the July Fourth holiday, our next workday will be Saturday, July 9. 
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Mission of the Month: Our Saviour’s Housing 

Michael Huffman,  

Executive Director of Our Saviour’s Community Services 

 

Last month I gave you the bird’s eye view of what’s new at Our Saviour’s Housing. This 

month, I’d like to zoom in a little bit and introduce you to a former resident named Chris. 

 

Chris started staying at our emergency shelter this winter. If you were looking for Chris, 

you might have found him tidying the dining area, shoveling snow, or hanging holiday lights. “I took care of 

things a lot,” he recalls. “I tried to keep things as calm and cool as I could around the whole place.” 

 

With the help of an OSH case manager, Chris obtained a new type of rental assistance while staying at the  

shelter, called an Emergency Housing Voucher. “I kinda worked hard to make things happen,” he reflected. 

This spring, Chris moved out of Our Saviour’s emergency shelter and into permanent housing. In fact, Chris 

was the first OSH resident to obtain housing with an Emergency Housing Voucher. “I didn’t expect things to 

happen this quickly, that’s for sure,” Chris said. 

 

The care that Chris put into the shelter transferred right to his apartment. Chris takes pride in his home.  

“That’s the reason why I take care of what I have and try to take care of myself the best that I can. It’s  

something to be proud of and respect.”  

 

“I love the apartment,” Chris told a member of our team. “It kinda makes me feel giddy, like a kid again.” 

The voucher Chris used is an example of the type of support needed to end homelessness. We know what 

works and yet the funding lags significantly behind the need. We need your advocacy more than ever.  

Thank you for supporting Our Saviour’s Housing and Our Saviour’s Community Services.  

 

Your Mission of the Month donations help us provide a warm and welcoming environment, and help us invest 

in the supportive services that assist residents like Chris in working towards their next steps. 

Community Emergency Service 
Maryellen Skan 
 
Mike Lloyd, Executive Director writes: Thank you for your generous gift of $3167 to  
Community Emergency Service (CES). Through the March FoodShare campaign your gift 
helped us secure a matching gift that provides additional funds as we deal with increased costs 
to secure the food needed to feed our neighbors. 
 
Your gifts provide: 
• Nourishing meals daily for 350 low-income and homebound seniors and adults with disabilities through 

Meals on Wheels 
• Healthy and culturally relevant groceries delivered to 3235 low-income homebound seniors 
• Provides homebound seniors and adults with disabilities phone calls through our Telecare program 
• Help for a neighbor in need dealing with a crisis or transition by providing them with healthy food,  

a listening ear, connection to additional resources and hope 
 
Thank you for partnering with us to help this ‘miracle of the inner city’ continue to be a place where our 
neighbors can “come hangry and leave hopeful!” We appreciate your support of our mission. 
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South Minneapolis Day Camp – Register today 

Building Beloved Community, June 27-30 
Pastor Martha 

 
South Minneapolis Day Camp will be back in person this summer! We are so excited to welcome children  
and youth back to Bethel.  This year’s theme is “Building Beloved Community,” and you can register today! 
 
We look forward to joining together with our ecumenical bunch of partner churches for a fun and engaging 
experience of faith formation that will include art, music, play, service, learning, biblical storytelling, worship, 
and more!  
 
We will have Covid safety protocols in place throughout camp. Check out the South Minneapolis Day Camp 
website to learn more: https://sites.google.com/view/south-minneapolis-daycamp-2022/home 
 
 When: June 27 - 30, Monday - Thursday, from 9am - 4pm,  

  plus an evening family celebration on Thursday, June 30 

 Who:  For entering kindergarteners through middle schoolers.  

  We invite high schoolers to serve as leaders (with a stipend!) 

  during the week 

 Where: Bethel Evangelical Lutheran Church 

    4120 17th Ave S, Minneapolis 

Please join us on Wednesdays from 10:15 to noon over Zoom for Bible study on the upcoming Sunday’s  

lectionary texts. Together we pray for our world and listen for God’s words of challenge and hope. 

 

Join Zoom meeting at https://us02web.zoom.us/j/290305866 (Meeting ID: 290 305 866) 

https://sites.google.com/view/south-minneapolis-daycamp-2022/home
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/290305866
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Wednesday, June 1 10:15-12pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 

   
Thursday, June 2 1:00-3:00pm Staff Training 

 7:00pm Call Committee 
   

Friday, June 3 7:00-8:00am Men’s Breakfast at Butter Bakery Cafe 

   
Saturday, June 4 10:00-12:00pm Property Work 

   
Sunday, June 5 9:00am Bishop Ann Svennungsen is coming 

 10:30am Worship in Sanctuary and Online  

   

Monday, June 6 7:00pm Church Council (CR) + Zoom 

   
Tuesday, June 7 12:30-2pm Staff Meeting (CR) 
   
Wednesday, June 8 10:15-12pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 
   
Sunday, June 12 9:30am Worship in Sanctuary and Online  

   
Tuesday, June 14 12:30-2pm Staff Meeting (CR) 
   
Wednesday, June 15 10:15-12pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 
   
Sunday, June 19 9:30am Worship in Sanctuary and Online  

  Commissioning Call Committee 

 10:30am Property Forum 
   
Monday, June 20 7:00-8:30pm Racial Justice Committee Meeting 
   
Tuesday, June 21 12:30-2pm Staff Meeting (CR) 
   
Wednesday, June 22 10:15-12pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 
   
Thursday, June 23 3:30-5:30pm OSCS Staff Event  

   
Friday, June 24  Sentinel Deadline 
   
Saturday, June 25  9:00-12:00pm Fundraiser for MN Indian Women’s Resource Center 
   
Sunday, June 26 9:30am Worship in Sanctuary and Online  
 12:30 pm Isaiah Team Meeting 
   
Monday, June 27 5:00-6:30pm Finance Committee (CR) 
   
Tuesday,  June 28 12:30-2pm Staff Meeting (CR) 
   
Wednesday, June 29 10:15-12pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 

June 2022 at Our Saviour’s 
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Lectionary Text for  

Home Devotions 

 
 

The Sentinel Vol. LXI, No. 6 
is published by  

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church.  

Deadline for the July 2022  Sentinel  

is Friday, June 24 at 9am!  

 

June 5  Genesis 11:1-9 

  Psalm 104:24-34, 35b 

  Acts 2:1-21 

  John 14:8-17, 25-27 

   

June 12 Ruth 1:1-18 

  Psalm 44:1-4, 8, 17, 23-26 

  Acts 6:1-6 

  Mark 12:41-44 

   

June 19 Ruth 2:1-16 

  Psalm 112 

  1 Timothy 6:17-19 

  Luke 12:13-21 

 

June 26 Ruth 3:1-18 

  Psalm 68:4-11 

  2 Corinthians 9:6-13 

  Luke 8:1-3 

 

July 3   Ruth 4:9-17 

  Psalm 107:1-9, 19-22 

  1 Thessalonians 5:12-24 

  Matthew 5:43-48 

  John 17:20-26 

 

Prayer List 

 

Patrick Herson, undergoing heart surgery on June 3  

Sandy Aslaksen, navigating breast cancer  

Lucy Selander, recovering from a knee injury 

Jim Schubert, Lucy’s son-in-law, navigating a diagnosis 

of multiple sclerosis 

Diane Rowe, waiting to see whether she will return to 

hospice care 

Anton Moore, recovering from what may be his final  

surgery  

Jeanne Heer’s mom Lu, recovering from hip surgery  

The Lamb family (Gayle & Brian) as they grieve the 

death of Brian’s brother, Gregory  

Margaret Kinney’s family as they grieve the death of her 

mother, Virginia 

 Peace in Ukraine and in the world  

How to Reach Us 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

2315 Chicago Ave 

Minneapolis MN 55404 

612-871-2967 

oursavioursmpls.org 
Pastor:   

Benjamin Masters option 3 

Martha Schwehn Bardwell option 4 

Music Director:   

Mary Preus option 6 

Bookkeeper:   
Diane Palmer  option 5 

Office Manager:   

Marcin Cienski ` option 7 

  
 

OSCS  

 

612-871-5900       
Executive Director:  

Michael Huffman option 1 

 


