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Time after Pentecost  
Today is the first of five Sundays with gospel readings from John 6, the first four of 

which focus on Jesus as bread of life. Today Jesus feeds thousands of people with 

five loaves and two fish. What we have, what we bring to Jesusô table, seems like it 

is not nearly enough to meet all the needs we see around us. But it is not the 

adequacy of our supplies or our skills that finally makes the difference: it is the 

power of Jesus working in the littlest and least to transform this world into the 

world God desires, a world where all the hungry are satisfied. 

 

Gathering  
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Gathering M usic       
 

Welcome  
 

*Confession and Forgiveness  
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, 

full of compassion and mercy,  

abounding in steadfast love. 

Amen. 
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Trusting Godôs promise of forgiveness, 

let us confess our sin against God and one another. 
 

Silence for reflection. 
 

Eternal God our creator, 

in you we live and move and have our being. 

Look upon us, your children, the work of your hands. 

Forgive us all our offenses,  

and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. 

By your grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength;  

through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 
 

Neither this world nor your life is so broken that God cannot restore it  

to wholeness. Trust and believe that, after separation, reconciliation is possible. 

Your sin is forgiven and God welcomes us to beloved community. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

*Op ening Hymn             ñLet Us Go Now to the Banquetò #523 
 

 

* Greeting  
 

The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ, the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*Prayer of the Day  
 

Let us pray. Gracious God,  

you have placed within the hearts of all your children  

a longing for your word and a hunger for your truth. 

Grant that we may know your Son to be the true bread of heaven  

and share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ,  

who with the gifts at hand, feeds the multitude.  Amen.  
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Word  
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

-- Quiet reflection ï  
 

First Readin g                                        2 Kings 4:42-44 

Spark Story Bible 144-147 
 

A man came from Baal-shalishah,  

bringing food from the first fruits to Elisha, the man of God:  

twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain in his sack.  

Elisha said, ñGive it to the people and let them eat.ò  

But his servant said, ñHow can I set this before a hundred people?ò  

So he repeated,  

ñGive it to the people and let them eat, for thus says YAHWEH,  

óThey shall eat and have some left.ôò  

He set it before them, they ate, and had some left,  

according to the word of YAHWEH. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 145:10 -18                 Refrain ï All; Verses - Reader 
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Second  Reading         Ephesians 3:14-21 
 

For this reason I bow my knees before Abba God,  

from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name.  

I pray that, according to the riches of Godôs glory,  

God may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being  

with power through Godôs Spirit,  

and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith,  

as you are being rooted and grounded in love.  

I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints,  

what is the breadth and length and height and depth,  

and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,  

so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.  
 

Now to the one who by the power at work within us  

is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine,  

to this one be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations,  

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

* Gospel Acclamation  
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The holy gospel according to John, the 6th chapter. 

Glory to you, O God. 

 

*Gospel Reading             John 6:1-21 

Spark Story Bible pages 426-431 
 

Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. 

A large crowd kept following him,  

because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick.  

Jesus went up the mountain and sat down there with his disciples.  

Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near.  

When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming toward him,  

Jesus said to Philip, ñWhere are we to buy bread for these people to eat?ò  

Jesus said this to test Philip, for he himself knew what he was going to do.  

Philip answered him,  

ñSix monthsô wages would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.ò 

One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peterôs brother, said to him,  

ñThere is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish.  

But what are they among so many people?ò  
 

Jesus said, ñMake the people sit down.ò  

Now there was a great deal of grass in the place;  

so they sat down, about five thousand in all.  

Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks,  

he distributed them to those who were seated;  

so also the fish, as much as they wanted.  

When they were satisfied, he told his disciples,  

ñGather up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.ò  



8 

So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves,  

left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets.  

When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say,  

ñThis is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.ò 
 

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force  

to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.  
 

When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea,  

got into a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum.  

It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them.  

The sea became rough because a strong wind was blowing.  

When they had rowed about three or four miles,  

they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat,  

and they were terrified.  

But he said to them, ñIt is I; do not be afraid.ò  

Then they wanted to take him into the boat,  

and immediately the boat reached the land toward which they were going. 
 

This is the Good News. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children®s Sermon 
After the childrenôs sermon, children may go with their teacher to childrenôs 

church. Or, families may decide to keep children in worship.  We love all ages in 

worship and leave it to the families to decide. 

 

Sermon  

 

*Hymn of the Day            ñAll Who Hunger, Gather Gladlyò                   #461 

 

*Prayers of the People  
 

(Each petition will conclude with, ñHear us, O Godò and the congregation 

responds, ñYour mercy is great.ò) 
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Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 

 

Meal  

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

*Peace  (The people greet each other:  ñPeace be with you.ò) 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

Gathering our Gifts  

All present, even those who contribute through automatic payments, are invited to 

lay hands upon the collection plate symbolizing their contributions. 

 

*Offertory                    ñWe Plow the Fields and Scatterò #680 

*Offering Prayer  
 

Let us pray.  

Be known to us, O Christ, in the breaking of the bread,  

as you were made known to the disciples. 

Receive these gifts, and the offering of our lives,  

that we may be your risen body in the world. Amen. 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving  
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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It is our duty and delightéwe praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

* Sanctus  
 

 

 

 

*Eucharistic Proclamation and Prayer  
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*Lord®s Prayer  (re-translation of the Aramaic) 
 

O Breathing Life, your Name shines everywhere!  

Release a space to plant your Presence here.  

Imagine your possibilities now.  

Embody your desire in every light and form.  

Grow through us this moment's bread and wisdom.  

Untie the knots of failure binding us,  

as we release the strands we hold of others' faults.  

Help us not forget our Source, yet free us from not being in the Present.  

From you arises every Vision, Power and Song from gathering to gathering. 

Amen - May our future actions grow from here! 
 

Invitation to Communion  

 

Distribution  
 

All are welcome at the table. After you have received the bread, you may dip it into 

one of the cups: the dark liquid is wine, the light liquid is grape juice. Or, you may 

eat the bread and then drink from the last cup which is a common cup of wine. A 

gluten free wafer is also available. Those who do not yet commune may come 

forward for a blessing. 
 

  ñHere Is Breadò   #483 
                      

 ñWe Come to the Hungry Feastò                          #479 
  

 ñDonôt Be Afraidò 
 

Donôt be afraid, my love is stronger, my love is stronger than your fear. 

Donôt be afraid, my love is stronger, and I have promised, 

promised to be always near. 

 

*Blessing  

 

*Prayer  
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* Post Communion Canticle  

 

Sending  

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements  

 

*Blessing  

 

*Sending Song              ñGive Us Our Daily Breadò  
 

Give us our daily bread (x 3) é..  may we be satisfied. 

May we be satisfied (x 3) é  with only what we need. 

Never be satisfied (x 3) é if any be denied. 

Five thousand will be fed  (x 3) é trusting there be enough. 

 

*Dismissal  
 

Go in peace to love and serve. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude  
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Today®s Worship 
Ministers: The Members of Our Saviourôs Lutheran Church 

Presiding: Martha Schwehn Bardwell 

Preaching: Laurie Eaton 

Assisting: Karin Craven 

Reader: Rachel Johnson 

Accompanist: Catherine Preus 

Altar Guild: Susan Davis-Stuckey, Lucy Selander and Marie 

Svang 

Hospitality Leads for July: Kim Smith and Jeanne Asp  

Portions of the liturgy and clip art are taken from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2017 Augsburg 

Fortress. Used by permission under license # 45191. Sanctus © 1988 Guillermo Cuellar, trans. 

Bret Hesla, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission under OneLicense.net # A-704050. 

Come to the Table © 2003 Daniel Pederson. Used by permission. Illustration on this page by 

Daniel Erlander. Used by permission. 

Announcements   
Today: Gather at the River, 3-6pm. The EcoFaith network of the Minneapolis 

Area Synod (ELCA) of which we're a part is hosting a great, free event on the 

Mississippi River at Fort Snelling State Park. From 3-6 pm, we will gather with 

folks from other congregations to hike Pike Island to the confluence of the 

Minnesota and Mississippi Rivers; listen and learn about the indigenous story of 

the sacred sites nearby; do water quality testing of both rivers and discuss human 

impact; play, share stories, sing about water, and more.  

Books Needed. We are almost out of books for our Little Library. We need 

childrenôs and adultsô books. There are two tubs inside the front door; please put 

your donated books in them. Thank you!  

Mission of the Month: Curran Hospital, Liberia. Help bring power to Curran 

Hospital by donating to Current for Curran ï a project to build a solar array for the 

hospital. Note ñCurranò on your check or envelope. 
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Last Call! Volunteers needed at CES on Saturday, August 4 from 9 ï 11 am. Pack 

groceries for future delivery. All ages welcome. Contact Maryellen to sign up. 

(skan@umn.edu or 612-623-7805) 

Interested in Godly Play? We are looking for a couple more adult guides to serve 

our growing population of Godly Players. Not sure you can commit, but interested 

in learning more? Come hear about the experiences of other adult guides on 

Saturday, August 4, 1-2:30 pm at Suzanne Burke's house (4026 42nd Ave S, 

Minneapolis). No RSVP necessaryðjust come! 

Calendar  
  

Sun Jul 29 10 ï 10:30am Coffee (HC) 

 10:30 ï 11:30am Worship (S) 

 11:30am ï 1pm Executive Committee (CR) 

 After Worship Hospitality (HC) 

   

Mon Jul 30   

   

Tue Jul 31 12:30 ï 2pm Staff Meeting (CR) 

 7:10 ï 8:10pm Lutheran Night at Target Field 

   

Wed Aug 1 10:15am ï 12pm Bible Study (CR) 

   

Thu Aug 2 7 ï 9am Women's Breakfast @ Birchwood 

   

Fri Aug 3 Office Closed 

 6:30 ï 7:30am Men's Breakfast @ Butter 

 11am ï 2:15pm Fire Alarm Testing 

 7 ï 10pm Narcotics Anonymous (HC) 

   

Sun Aug 5 10 ï 10:30am Coffee (HC) 

 10:30 ï 11:30am Worship (S) 

 After Worship Hospitality (HC) 

https://maps.google.com/?q=s+house+(4026+42nd+Ave+S,+Minneapolis&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=s+house+(4026+42nd+Ave+S,+Minneapolis&entry=gmail&source=g


   

 


