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Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 

February 5, 2023 
 

Isaiah declares that when we loose the bonds of injustice and share our bread with the hungry, the light 

breaks forth like the dawn. In another passage from the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus, the light of the world, 

calls his followers to let the light of their good works shine before others. Through baptism we are sent 

into the world to shine with the light of Christ. 

 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

Gathering Music 

 

Welcome 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness                              

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
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*Opening Hymn                                “What Is This Place” #524 
 

 
 

 

*Greeting 
 

 

The grace of our Savior, Jesus Christ,  

the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*Prayer of the Day 
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Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

 

 

First Reading                                     Isaiah 58:1-12 
 

 1Shout out, do not hold back! 

  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 

 Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 

 2Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways, 

 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 

  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 

 they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 
 

    3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 

  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 

 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. 

 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. 

 Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high. 
 

    5Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself? 

 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

 Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to God? 
 
    6Is not this the fast that I choose: 

  to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

 to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 

 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 

  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

 when you see the naked, to cover them, 

  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 

 your vindicator shall go before you, 

  the glory of  shall be your rear guard. 

 9aThen you shall call, and God will answer; 

  you shall cry for help, and God will say, Here I am. 
 

    9bIf you remove the yoke from among you, 

  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 

 10if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 

 then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday. 

 11God will guide you continually, 

  and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; 

 and you shall be like a watered garden, 

  like a spring of water, whose waters never fail. 

 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 

  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 

 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 

  the restorer of streets to live in. 
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This is the word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Please rise in body or spirit to greet the gospel. 

 

*Gospel Acclamation 
 

 
 
 

The gospel according to Matthew, the 5th chapter. 

Glory to you, O God. 
 

*Gospel Matthew 5:13-20 
 Spark Bible page 268 

 

Jesus said:13“You are the salt of the earth;  

but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored?  

It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot. 
 
14You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid.  
15No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand,  

and it gives light to all in the house.  
16In the same way, let your light shine before others,  

so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 
 
17Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets;  

I have come not to abolish but to fulfill.  
18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, not one letter,  

not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is accomplished.  
19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these commandments,  

and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the dominion of heaven;  

but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in the dominion of heaven.  
20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees,  

you will never enter the dominion of heaven.” 

 

This is the good news. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
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Children’s Sermon 
After the children’s sermon, children may go with their teacher to children’s church. Or, families may 

decide to keep children in worship.  We love all ages in worship and leave it to the families to decide. 
 

Sermon 
 

*Hymn of the Day                              “Brighter Than the Sun” 
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*Prayers of the People  
 

When you hear the prayer leader say: God, who is mercy, we respond: hear our prayer. 

 

 

Meal 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

*Peace  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

(The people greet each other with some sign of peace:  “Peace be with you.”) 

 

Gathering Our Gifts 
 

 

*Offertory                                                    “As the Grains of Wheat”   #465 
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*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 
 

 
 

It is indeed right   …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

*Sanctus 
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*Table Prayer 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
 

Joining with the people of God throughout the ages, let us pray with confidence. 
 

Our Mother, our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 

Distribution 
 

All are welcome at Christ’s table. We will serve from the front of each section. Ushers will guide you. 

After you have received bread, or a gluten free wafer, hold out your glass to the server and indicate 

whether you would like wine (the dark liquid), or grape juice (the light liquid in the second pitcher which 

has a shiny band attached to it). Please lower your mask and eat and drink. Those who do not commune 

may indicate a preference for a blessing. 

 

Songs during Distribution                 “Eat This Bread, Drink This Cup”                #492 

 
                                                  “There Is a Longing in Our Hearts” ACS 1078 

 
 

*Blessing 
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*Post Communion Song                   “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise”  #205 
 

 
 

 

Sending  

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements                        
 

 

*Blessing 
 

*Sending Hymn                             “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” #547 
 

1. Sent forth by God's blessing, 

 our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 

 The supper is ended. 

 Oh, now be extended 

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, 

 receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, 

 your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 

 

2. With praise and thanksgiving 

 to God ever-living, 

 the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 
 our faith ever sharing, 

 in love ever caring, 

 embracing God's children, the whole human race. 

 With your feast you feed us, 

 with your light now lead us; 

 unite us as one in this life that we share. 

 Then may all the living 

 with praise and thanksgiving 

 give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 

 

*Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Follow in the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God! 
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Postlude 
 

 
Portions of the liturgy and clip art are taken from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2021 Augsburg Fortress.  All other numbered hymns 

in ELW hymnal and supplement, All Creation Sings. Sung liturgy from Now the Feast and Celebration music by Marty Haugen, © 

1990 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission under onelicense.net # A-704050. 

 

Today’s Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Come and See! 
 

If you’re interested in becoming a member of Our Saviour’s,  

please reach out to Pastor Martha. 

New Members will be welcomed in the spring. 

We call this process: Living Questions 

 

Mission of the month in February is Calvary Food Shelf 

 

Information about Our Saviour’s can be found on our website 

and on our Facebook page. 

 
 

Ministers: You! 
Presiding/Preaching: Martha Schwehn Bardwell 
Assisting: Kim Guessford 
Reader: Stephen Lindley 
Accompanist: Catherine Preus 
Cantors: Mary Preus, Kathleen Olsen 

  

http://www.oursavioursmpls.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Our.Saviours.Lutheran.Church.Mpls/

