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Second Sunday after Epiphany 

January 15, 2023 
 

Today’s gospel opens with further reflection on Jesus’ baptism. He is the Lamb of God who takes away 

the sin of the world and the one anointed by the Spirit. In the liturgy we come and see Christ revealed 

among us in word and meal. We also remember and commemorate Nobel Peace Prize winner, Dr. Martin 

Luther King Jr. on this anniversary of his birth, who preached with eloquence and led a movement of 

nonviolent resistance to racist oppression which ultimately led to his assassination. We go forth from this 

place to invite others to celebrate – serve – and do justice. 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

Gathering Music 

 

Welcome 

 

*Confession and Forgiveness                              

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who makes all things new, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 
 

Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy One, source of our renewal, 
 

we confess that we are wrapped up in sin, 

and cannot free ourselves. 

We have not practiced your righteousness. 

Our hearts have turned away from you. 

For the sake of the world you so love, forgive us, 

that we may be reconciled to one another 

for the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

Thus says our God: 

“The former things have come to pass 

and new things I now declare.” 

God’s mercy makes us new. 

We are forgiven in the name of ☩ Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
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*Opening Hymn                                   “God Welcomes All” ACS #978 

 
 

*Greeting 
 

 

The grace of our Savior, Jesus Christ,  

the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*Prayer of the Day 

 

 

Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

- Quiet reflection –  

 

First Reading Isaiah 49:1-7 
 

  1Listen to me, O coastlands, 

  pay attention, you peoples from far away! 

 YAHWEH called me before I was born, 

  and while I was in my mother’s womb God named me. 

 2 YAHWEH made my mouth like a sharp sword; 

  I was hid in the shadow of God’s hand. 

  YAHWEH made me a polished arrow; 

  I was hid away in God’s quiver. 

 3And YAHWEH said to me, “You are my servant, 

  Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 
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 4But I said, “I have labored in vain, 

  I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; 

 yet surely my cause is with YAHWEH, 

  and my reward with my God.” 

 

 5And now YAHWEH says, 

  who formed me as a servant in the womb, 

 to bring Jacob back to God, 

  and that Israel might be gathered to YAHWEH, 

 for I am honored in the sight of YAHWEH, 

  and my God has become my strength— 

 6 YAHWEH says, 

 “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant 

  to raise up the tribes of Jacob 

  and to restore the survivors of Israel; 

 I will give you as a light to the nations, 

  that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.” 

 7Thus says YAHWEH, 

  the Redeemer of Israel, the Holy One of Israel, 

 to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations, 

  the slave of rulers, 

 “Monarchs shall see and stand up, 

  chieftains, and they shall prostrate themselves, 

 because of YAHWEH, who is faithful, 

  the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

This is the word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 40:1-11                                Sing to: Amazing Grace 
 

 

1. I waited patiently for God 

for God to hear my prayer; 

and God bent down to where I sank 

and listened to me there. 

 

2. God raised me from a miry pit, 

from mud and sinking sand, 

and set my feet upon a rock 

where I can firmly stand. 

3. Great wonders you have done, O God, 

all purposed for our good. 

Unable ev’ry one to name, 

I bow in gratitude. 

 

 

Second Reading Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 
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Please rise in body or spirit to greet the gospel. 

 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

The gospel according to John, the 1st chapter. 

Glory to you, O God. 

 

*Gospel John 1:29-42 
 Spark Bible page 246 

 

29John the Baptist saw Jesus coming toward him and declared,  

“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is the one of whom I said,  

‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’  
31I myself did not know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason,  

that he might be revealed to Israel.”  
32And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained on him.  
33I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me,  

‘The one on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one  

who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’  
34And I myself have seen and have testified that this is the Son of God.” 
 
35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples,  
36and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!”  
37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus.  
38When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?”  

They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?”  
39He said to them, “Come and see.”  

They came and saw where Jesus was staying, and they remained with him that day.  

It was about four o’clock in the afternoon.  
40One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.  
41Andrew first found his brother Simon and said to him,  

“We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed).  
42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said,  

“You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 
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This is the good news. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Sermon 
After the children’s sermon, children may go with their teacher to children’s church. Or, families may 

decide to keep children in worship.  We love all ages in worship and leave it to the families to decide. 
 

Sermon 

 

*Hymn of the Day                            “Precious Lord, Take My Hand” #773 
 

 

1. Precious Lord, take my hand  

Lead me on, let me stand,  

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;  

Through the storm, through the night,  

Lead me on to the light:  

Take my hand, precious Lord,  

lead me home.  

2. When my way grows drear,  

Precious Lord, linger near,  

When my life is almost gone,  

Hear my cry, hear my call,  

Hold my hand lest I fall:  

Take my hand, precious Lord,  

lead me home.  

 

3. When the darkness appears  

And the night draws near,  

And the day is past and gone,  

At the river I stand,  

Guide my feet, hold my hand:  

Take my hand, precious Lord,  

lead me home. 

 

 

*Prayers of the People  
 

Each bid is followed by a time to add your prayers out loud or in silence. When you hear the prayer 

leader say: God, who is mercy, we respond: hear our prayer. 

 

 

Meal 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

*Peace  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

(The people greet each other with some sign of peace:  “Peace be with you.”) 

 

Gathering Our Gifts 
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*Offertory                                                     “As the Grains of Wheat”   #465 
 

 
 

*Great Thanksgiving 
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It is indeed right   …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

*Sanctus 

 
 

*Table Prayer 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 
 

Joining with the people of God throughout the ages, let us pray with confidence. 
 

Our Mother, our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 

Distribution 
 

All are welcome at Christ’s table. We will serve from the front of each section. Ushers will guide you. 

After you have received bread, or a gluten free wafer, hold out your glass to the server and indicate 

whether you would like wine (the dark liquid), or grape juice (the light liquid in the second pitcher which 

has a shiny band attached to it). Please lower your mask and eat and drink. Those who do not commune 

may indicate a preference for a blessing. 
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Songs during Distribution    
 

                                                                 “Now Behold the Lamb”                #341 
 

                                                            “Bread of Life from Heaven”  #474 

 
 

*Blessing 
 

*Post Communion Song ACS 1092 (adapt.) 
      

 

 

 

Sending  

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements                        
 

 

*Blessing 
 

*Sending Hymn                                 “Jesus, the Light of the World” ACS 914 
 

Joyful, all you nations rise - Jesus, the light of the world! 

Join the triumph of the skies – Jesus, the light of the world! 
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*Dismissal 

 

Go in peace. Follow in the way of Jesus. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude 
 

 

 

 
Portions of the liturgy and clip art are taken from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  All other numbered hymns 

in ELW hymnal and supplement, All Creation Sings. Sung liturgy from Now the Feast and Celebration music by Marty Haugen, © 

1990 GIA Publications, Inc. God, Fill Our Lives words and music © 2008 WGRG Community, Scotland. GIA Publications, North 

American agent. Used by permission under onelicense.net # A-704050. 

 

Today’s Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you’re interested in becoming a member of Our Saviour’s,  

please reach out to Pastor Martha. 

New Members will be welcomed in the spring. 

We call this process: Living Questions 

Ministers: You! 
Presiding: John Rohde Schwehn 
Preaching: Babette Chatman 
Children’s Sermon: Hannah Sackett 
Assisting: Mike Troutman 
Reader: Dorea Ruggles 
Accompanist: Catherine Preus 
Cantors: Kathleen Olsen, Mary Preus 
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Mission of the month in January is Cherish All Children 

 

Information about Our Saviour’s can be found on our website 

and on our Facebook page. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Pastor Martha Schwehn Bardwell 612-871-2967 opt 4 

 martha@oursavioursmpls.org  

Music Director Mary Preus 612-871-2967 opt 6 
 marypreus@oursavioursmpls.org  

Bookkeeper Diane Palmer  

 diane@oursavioursmpls.org  

Office Manager Marcin Cienski 612-871-2967 opt 7 

 marcin@oursavioursmpls.org  
Front Desk &  
Office Volunteers 

Jeanne Asp; Nancy Nygaard Johnson; 

LaRue Unglaube; Sheryll Mennicke 

 
612-871-2967 

OSCS Executive Director Mike Huffman mike@oscs-mn.org 612-871-5900 opt 1 

http://www.oursavioursmpls.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Our.Saviours.Lutheran.Church.Mpls/

