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Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

First Sunday of Christmas 

January 1, 2023 
 

As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our gospel today confronts us with the death of innocent 

children at the hands of Herod. The birth of Christ does not remove the power of evil from our world, but 

its light gives us hope as we walk with all the “holy innocents” of past generations and today who have 

suffered unjustly. In our gathering around word and meal, God continues to redeem us, lift us up, and 

carry us as in days of old. 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

Gathering Music 

 

Welcome 

 

*Opening Hymn                         “Angels, from the Realms of Glory” #275 
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*Greeting 
 

 

The grace and truth of the Word made flesh,  

the cosmic love of the Creator,  

and the healing power of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*Prayer of the Day 

 

 

Word 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

- Quiet reflection –  

 

First Reading Isaiah 63:7-9 
 

 7I will recount the gracious deeds of YAHWEH, 

  the praiseworthy acts of YAHWEH, 

 because of all that YAHWEH has done for us, 

  and the great favor to the house of Israel 

 that GOD has shown them out of mercy, 

  out of abundant steadfast love. 

 8For GOD said, “Surely they are my people, 

  children who will not deal falsely”; 

 and YAHWEH became their savior 

  9in all their distress. 

 It was no messenger or angel 

  but the presence of GOD that saved them; 

 out of love and pity GOD redeemed them; 

  lifting them up and carrying them all the days of old. 

 

This is the word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Carol                                       “Let All Together Praise Our God” #287 
 

 
 

 

Please rise in body or spirit to greet the gospel. 

 

The gospel according to Matthew, the 2nd chapter. 

Glory to you, O God. 

 

*Gospel Matthew 2:13-23 
 Spark Bible page 224 

 
 

13Now after the magi had left, an angel of God appeared to Joseph in a dream and said,  

“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell you;  

for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  
14Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt,  
15and remained there until the death of Herod.  

This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet,  

“Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 
 
16When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated,  

and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, 

according to the time that he had learned from the magi.  
17Then was fulfilled what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah: 

 18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 

  wailing and loud lamentation, 

 Rachel weeping for her children; 

  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 
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19When Herod died, an angel of God suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt and said,  
20“Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel,  

for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.”  
21Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel.  
22But when he heard that Archelaus was ruling over Judea in place of his father Herod,  

he was afraid to go there.  

And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee.  
23There he made his home in a town called Nazareth,  

so that what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazorean.” 

 

This is the good news. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 

 

*Hymn of the Day                            “Gentle Joseph Heard a Warning” ACS 1060 
 

                                                                     Sing to the tune: Beach Spring 

 
 

1 Gentle Joseph heard a warning 

 from an angel in the night; 

 valiant Mary, maiden mother, 

 roused from sleep, prepared for flight: 

 thus the Christ-child's fam'ly lived out 

 what the prophet had foretold, 

 that he might be called from Egypt 

 as God's people were of old. 

2 Targets of a tyrant's army, 

 seeking safety, fleeing strife, 

 leaving house and land and kindred, 

 spurred by dreams of peaceful life; 

 through the desert of unknowing 

 and the night of doubt they went, 

 guided by God's promised presence, 

 by that trust made confident. 

 

3 Give us, God, such faith and courage 

 when we move from place to place, 

 and to those who come among us, 

 make us channels of your grace. 

 Let us see in ev'ry stranger 

 refugees from Bethlehem, 

 help us offer each one welcome 

 and receive the Christ in them. 

 
Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 

Text © 1990 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. 

 

 

*Prayers of the People  
 

Each bid is followed by a time to add your prayers out loud or in silence. When you hear the prayer 

leader say: God, who is mercy, we respond: hear our prayer. 
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Meal 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

*Peace  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

(The people greet each other with some sign of peace:  “Peace be with you.”) 

 

Gathering Our Gifts 

 

*Offertory                                              “The First Noel”   
 

The first Noel the angel did say  

was to certain poor shepherds  

in fields as they lay;  

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep  

on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!  

Born is the Promise of Israel. 

 

As we bring gifts, like ancient kings,  

our acts of peace are offerings. 

So, as we honor Jesus’ birth,  

we pledge to care for all the earth. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!  

Born is the Promise of Israel. 

 

*Offering Prayer 

 

*Great Thanksgiving 
 

 
 

It is indeed right   …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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*Sanctus 

 
 

*Table Prayer 

 

*Lord’s Prayer 
 

Joining with the people of God throughout the ages, let us pray with confidence. 
 

Our Mother, our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 

Distribution 
 

All are welcome at Christ’s table. We will serve from the front of each section. Ushers will guide you. 

After you have received bread, or a gluten free wafer, hold out your glass to the server and indicate 

whether you would like wine (the dark liquid), or grape juice (the light liquid in the second pitcher which 

has a shiny band attached to it). Please lower your mask and eat and drink. Those who do not commune 

may indicate a preference for a blessing. 

 

 

Song during Distribution    

 
                                                                 “Once in Royal David’s City”                #269 

 
                                                            “It Came upon the Midnight Clear”  #282 
 

 



 

9 

*Blessing 
 

*Post Communion Carol               “Angels We Have Heard on High” – verse 3 #289 
      

Come to Bethlehem and see  

him whose birth the angels sing;  

come, adore on bended knee  

Christ the Lord, the newborn king. 

Glo……..ria in excelsis Deo; 

Glo…….ria in excelsis Deo. 
 

 

Sending  

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements                        
 

 

*Blessing 

 

*Sending Carol                                 “Good Christian Friends, Rejoice” #288 
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*Dismissal 
 

Glory to God in the highest! Go in peace, bring good news! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Portions of the liturgy and clip art are taken from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  All other numbered hymns 

in ELW.  Jesus Comes Text by Mary Louise Bringle, tune by Sally Ann Morris © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc. Her Song Spins a 

Blackness © 2016 Bret Hesla. Deep Within the Night © 2020 Bret Hesla. Used by permission under onelicense.net # A-704050.  

 

Today’s Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Mission of the month in January is Cherish All Children 

 

Information about Our Saviour’s can be found on our website 

and on our Facebook page. 
 
 

Ministers: You! 
Presiding/Preaching: Martha Schwehn Bardwell 
Assisting: Krista Lind 
Accompanist: Catherine Preus 
Cantors: Mary Preus 

  

http://www.oursavioursmpls.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Our.Saviours.Lutheran.Church.Mpls/
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Pastor Martha Schwehn Bardwell 612-871-2967 opt 4 

 martha@oursavioursmpls.org  

Music Director Mary Preus 612-871-2967 opt 6 

 marypreus@oursavioursmpls.org  

Bookkeeper Diane Palmer  

 diane@oursavioursmpls.org  

Office Manager Marcin Cienski 612-871-2967 opt 7 
 marcin@oursavioursmpls.org  
Front Desk &  
Office Volunteers 

Jeanne Asp; Nancy Nygaard Johnson; 

LaRue Unglaube; Sheryll Mennicke 

 
612-871-2967 

OSCS Executive Director Mike Huffman mike@oscs-mn.org 612-871-5900 opt 1 


