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Epiphany in reach – seeing the image of God in one another  
Pastor Martha with Grant Stevensen 

 

 
We are beginning the season of Epiphany this year with a congregational “in reach,” which is a group effort 

to have as many 1-1 conversations within our congregation as we can. We are setting a goal of having 150 

conversations over the first five weeks of Epiphany. And you are invited to be part of it!  

 

Epiphany literally means a manifestation or an encounter with God. The story of the Magi, the voice of God 

at Jesus’ baptism, the transfiguration, and Moses and the burning bush are all well-known examples of Bib-

lical epiphanies. There is another epiphany that is at hand and accessible to all of us. It is an encounter with 

another who is made in the image of God. We believe this, but we don’t often take the time to look for it. 

The image of God is right there, right in front of us, but we can miss it if we are not intentional. That’s what 

the 1-1 conversations are for.   

 

We are inviting all of you to consider becoming one of the 30 visitors who will carry out our 1-1 in reach. 

Ponder in your heart whether this spiritual work is something that would nourish your spirit as 2023 begins. 

Whether you say yes or no to being a visitor, you will all be invited to become one of the ‘visited,’ because 

someone else can see the image of God in you, too!  

 

If you would like to be part of this in reach effort as one of the 30 visitors, here is the commitment we are 

inviting you to make:  

 

• Attend a training on Saturday, January 7 from 9:30 – 11:30am at OSLC, led by Grant Stevensen.  

     If childcare would make this accessible for you, please let us know and we will figure out how to  

     provide it.  

• Have 5 one hour 1-1 conversations with 5 different people in our congregation over 5 weeks  

     (one conversation per week) 

 

If you would like to be a visitor or have a conversation exploring that possibility, please contact Pastor Mar-

tha (martha@oursavioursmpls.org) or David Scheie (dscheie@touchstone-center.com). 

   

In these 12 days of Christmas, we are focused on the manger, God with us in that most unlikely place. In 

January, we will expect these divine encounters and manifestations everywhere with each other - over cof-

fee, on walks, after worship or before, even on a Zoom call!  It’s going to be great. It's going to be blessed. 

We will discover anew that we are standing on holy ground.  
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Dear Members of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church, 

 

Merry Christmas and the best of New Year’s to come.  It felt so good to celebrate Christmas Eve and 

Christmas Day services being more and more in person.  May the promises of a new birth of all kinds bring 

life and joy and challenge to us all.  Please stay safe and warm! 

 

Now, let me summarize the business of December 5th’s Council meeting: 

• I called the meeting to order, we had a brief check in, and Deb Swenson-Klatt led us in devotions. 

• President’s Report:  I shared that the nominating committee had been notified to begin their work.  

Krista Lind and Laura Kerberg will continue the work for this year with Sandy Aslaksen needing to step 

down.  A replacement for Sandy will be determined.  We also discussed the possibility of in person 

council meetings and voted to meet Sunday, January 8th after church.  

• Pastor’s Report:  Pastor Martha shared that a couple of visitors from Zion Lutheran Church attended 

last Sunday and she encouraged council members to welcome them and all new visitors.  The Advent 

Retreat went will with over 30 people participating.  Pastor Martha is participating in two continuing 

education opportunities; Embodied Anti-Racism  Practice Group for white clergy and a program at 

Princeton Theological Seminary called “Iron Sharpening Iron”. This is for women clergy to learn more 

executive leadership skills.  Opportunities for leadership training was suggested in the Call Document.  

The Website is also being updated.  And, Patrick Herson gave a report from the group exploring what it 

means to call a BIPOC leader.  Other members of the group include Deb Swenson-Klatt, Pastor Martha, 

and Renate Willer.    They will be hosting an adult forum in January to lay out the whys and gather in-

put from the congregation.  

• Treasurer’s Report:  Joel Beard provided a budget update.  

• Worship Table:  The council passed a motion that Model A ( 9:00 Choir and Fellowship, 9:30 Worship 

and 10:45 Sunday School and Adult Forum)  or Model B ( 9:00 Sunday School and Adult Forum and 

10:00 Choir and Fellowship and 10:30 Worship) be selected by Exec Committee ad Worship Table fol-

lowing more input from the congregation.  

• Personnel Committee:  Linda Thorson reported that Marcin has been offered extra hours for this month.  

Council will vote via email on his adjusted job description via email in the next week so that he can 

begin the more hours January 1.  Diane Palmer will be leaving her position sometime in the New Year.  

Linda Thorson is exploring a bookkeeping service to use instead of hiring another bookkeeper to re-

place Diane.  

• A motion was made and passed for Deb Swenson-Klatt, Renate Willer, Rico Morales, Ralph Baumgart-

ner, Gabe Herrick and Clara Owens be asked to serve on the next Call Committee.  Elaine will be con-

tacting the above to invite them to accept this opportunity. 

• Rico Morales and Renate Willer updated the council on the Nexus Community Engagement training.  

• The annual meeting date was moved and seconded for Sunday, February 5th.  

• Joel Beard motioned to approve $23,500 housing allowance for Pastor Martha.  The motion was se-

conded and it passed unanimously.  

• Safe Church Policy will be reviewed by the council in the new year.  Pastor Martha closed our council 

meeting with a prayer. 

 

Please feel free to contact me with any of your thoughts, questions, concerns, or hopes.  

We are walking this together. 

God’s Love and Peace to you all, 

Elaine Johnson 

President Update 



 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church  January 2023 

 

2023 Worship Schedule – New and Old!  
Pastor Martha 
 

Council and the Worship Table have approved a new Sunday morning schedule beginning on Sunday,  

January 1. It may look familiar – it was our pre-pandemic schedule!  

 

9am – Faith formation for all ages  

including adult forum, Godly Play, Sunday school and nursery 

(note: no faith formation on January 1 – faith formation resumes on January 8) 

10am – Fellowship time and Choir  

10:30am – Worship in the Sanctuary, Livestreamed on YouTube 

Women’s Retreat – Abiding in Prayer 

February 24 – 26 – register by January 27 
Pastor Martha 
 

Our in-person women’s retreat with the women of Valley of Peace Lutheran Church is back! We will be 

gathering at Dunrovin Retreat Center, a beautiful retreat space with individual rooms for each attendee. We 

will be there from Friday evening through Sunday morning. Our theme is ‘abiding in prayer,’ and we will be 

engaging in different prayer practices, reconnecting with one another, and enjoying nature and sabbath rest.  

To learn more and to register, download the brochure here:  

oursavioursmpls.org/uploads/pdf/Annual%20Reports/Flier.pdf 

If you have questions, please contact Pastor Martha.  

Hospitality on Sunday Jan 1st 

Join us at 10 am on New Year’s Day for Hospitality time before 10:30am church.   

If you have Christmas Cookies or other treats to share from the holidays, bring them  

with to add to the treats. 

By January 6 - Public Utilities Commission Comment on Xcel 

Energy Rate Hikes 
Pastor Martha 
 

Xcel Energy is proposing a 21% rate hike in the coming year. This would place a serious burden on low-

income residents in our city and beyond. There is an open comment period now through January 6 (Epiphany!) 

Time to shine our lights and offer a brief testimony about why we oppose this. There is a wonderful example 

comment already on the page for you to use or tweak as desired. 

https://www.mnipl.org/take-action/policy/action-alerts/#/32  
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Mission of the Month – Cherish All Children 
Joy McElroy 

 

Dear friends at Our Saviour’s – thank you for your dedicated support through your 

Mission of the Month gifts! In partnership, we will continue working to keep children and youth safe from sex-

ual exploitation and trafficking, supporting their growth into healthy relationships.  

In 2022, we were able to train and present to more than 800 people, including nearly 200 children and youth. 

Our Safe & Healthy Relationships Youth Guide is being used with Confirmation classes and Youth groups 

along with supportive resources for families to work together in keeping young people safe. YOU help make 

this possible! 

 

For January National Human Trafficking Awareness & Prevention month, Cherish All Children will host a 

community event “Supporting Youth Safety & Healthy Choices in the Virtual Playground” January 21, 

10:00am – noon. This will be a hybrid event and we hope you can join us! More information and registration 

for this free event at https://www.lssmn.org/services/youth/education/cherish-all-children/news-events  

Blessings & Peace to you! 

Joy McElroy 

Cherish All Children Executive Director 

Save the Date – South Minneapolis Day Camp is June 20 - 23, 

Tu - F! 
Pastor Martha 
 
Our collaborative, ecumenical South Minneapolis Day Camp will be June 20 – 23 from Tuesday to Friday, 9-

4, at Bethel Lutheran Church. Day Camp is for kids entering kindergarten through middle school, with high 

schoolers serving as counselors during the week. We hope that many of your children can plan to attend this 

year! Please be in touch with Pastor Martha if you have questions.   

Financial Secretary Update 

Nancy Nygaard Johnson 

  

If you have not turned in a pledge for giving in 2023, and intend to pledge, please fill out an online pledge 

card or email me at n2j2@comcast.net. 

2023 Offering Envelopes are available to be picked up at church on Sundays or in the church office M-Th 

from 9 to 3.  If you had envelopes last year, there is a set for you. 

Giving statements for 2022 will be emailed, handed out or mailed in mid January.  

https://www.lssmn.org/services/youth/education/cherish-all-children/churches/safe-healthy-relationships-guides
https://www.lssmn.org/services/youth/education/cherish-all-children/news-events
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Advocate at the Legislature with ISAIAH  

in the new year! 
David Scheie  

 

 
Thanks to November's election results, we have a historic opportunity to work with state government to use 

our state budget surplus for transformative change.  

ISAIAH is leading on several issue fronts that our congregation cares about: Paid Family & Medical Leave, 

100% Clean Energy & robust climate funding, $1 billion for Childcare, and Restore the Vote & Automatic 

Voter Registration.  Our allies in the MN Nurses Association are leading for the MN Care Buy-In plan. It's im-

portant to know that ISAIAH is connected to many other partners; we're not alone! The signup forms are all 

connected, though, to take you to all of the issues. 

In January we're doing five big launch events at the State Capitol in St. Paul with ISAIAH and allies, to set the 

stage for bold leadership from elected officials. At each, we will rally as a large group with speakers on the 

topic before breaking out to speak directly with our legislators. We need hundreds of people at each one to 

demonstrate a public mandate on these issues! 

• Tuesday, Jan. 3, 12-4 pm: Driver's Licenses for All (at the Capitol) 

• Tuesday, Jan. 17, 930am-12pm: Pro-Democracy including Automatic Voter Registration and Restore the 

Vote (Capitol) 

• Wednesday, Jan. 18, 11:15am-1:30pm: Paid Family & Medical Leave (Capitol) 

• Wednesday, Jan. 25, 9am-1pm: Climate Day (start at Christ Lutheran Church, 105 University Ave. W., 

across from the Capitol) 

• Thursday, Jan. 26, 9am-1pm: MinnesotaCare Buy-In (Capitol) 

 

Use this link to sign up and to learn more about these action opportunities:  

https://forms.gle/AgRJbRFbKoxijejj8 

To help you invite other people to these events, here is a flyer:  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzS1eYvNtMNV1Srd7GWSvQAiszBzyKLtKgtlr75kskE/edit  

you can share and copy from. 

These events give us an outward-facing path for putting our faith in action -- a nice counterpart to the congre-

gational inreach project of 1-1 conversations that is also starting in January (see its Sentinel article).  

At Our Saviour's next ISAIAH team meeting on Monday, Jan. 9, 6:30-8 pm, we'll discuss these community 

and congregational action paths.  We'll meet at this Zoom link:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83290640243?pwd=ZG5qcFRXbEluZ2doMXd1LytQVC9Bdz09,  

Meeting ID: 832 9064 0243 

Questions?  Contact David Scheie (612-232-2912, dscheie@touchstone-center.com) or Joel Abrahamson 

(785-727-0376, joel.abrahamson@gmail.com). 

https://forms.gle/AgRJbRFbKoxijejj8
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nzS1eYvNtMNV1Srd7GWSvQAiszBzyKLtKgtlr75kskE/edit
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83290640243?pwd=ZG5qcFRXbEluZ2doMXd1LytQVC9Bdz09
mailto:dscheie@touchstone-center.com
mailto:joel.abrahamson@gmail.com
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Lectionary Text for  

Home Devotions 

The Sentinel Vol. LXII, No. 1 
is published by  

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church.  
2315 Chicago Ave 

Minneapolis MN 55404 

Deadline for the February 2023  Sentinel  

is Monday, January 23  

 

January 1  

  Numbers 6:22-27 

  Psalm 8 

  Galatians 4:4-7 

  Philippians 2:5-11  

  (alternate) 

  Luke 2:15-21 

January 8 

  Isaiah 42:1-9 

  Psalm 29 

  Acts 10:34-43 

  Matthew 3:13-17 

January 15 

  Isaiah 49:1-7 

  Psalm 40:1-11 

  1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

  John 1:29-42 

January 22 

  Isaiah 9:1-4 

  Psalm 27:1, 4-9 

  1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

  Matthew 4:12-23 

January 29 

  Micah 6:1-8 

  Psalm 15 

  1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

  Matthew 5:1-12 

How to Reach Us 

   Prayer List 

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

2315 Chicago Ave 

Minneapolis MN 55404 

612-871-2967 

oursavioursmpls.org 
Pastor:   

Martha Schwehn Bardwell option 4 

Music Director:   

Mary Preus option 6 

Bookkeeper:   
Diane Palmer  option 5 

Office Manager:   

Marcin Cienski ` option 7 

  
 

OSCS  

 

612-871-5900       
Executive Director:  

Michael Huffman option 1 

 

Bill and the whole Rowe family, grieving the death of Diane  

Paul Rogers, in palliative care for cancer    

Francie, Mary Bargen’s sister, diagnosed with lung cancer    

Jim Elder, Glenda’s brother-in-law, recovering from a stroke   

Anton Moore, undergoing physical therapy   

Monica, Shayne Knutson’s mother, diagnosed with  

lung cancer   

Gayle Lamb and her family, grieving the death of her nephew 

Kyle  

Jeanne Asp’s son-in-law, having open heart surgery  

at the end of December  

The Lee family, grieving the death of Hans and Nancy’s in-

fant granddaughter, Lucy Jo  

Bruce Bakke, grieving the death of his friend, Dale, and 

Dale’s family and friends who are grieving  

Peace in Ukraine and in the world  
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Sunday, January 1 10:00am Choir and Hospitality 

 10:30am Worship in Sanctuary and Online  

Friday, January 6 7:00am Men’s Breakfast at Butter Bakery Cafe 

Sunday, January 8 9:00am Faith Formation 

 10:00am Fellowship and Choir 

 10:30am Worship in Sanctuary and Online (Baptism of Arlen 

and Linden) 

  Council Meeting after Worship (Conference Room) 

Tuesday, January 10 12:30-2:00pm Staff Meeting (CR) 

 7:30pm MCFF Table on Zoom 

Wednesday, January 11 10:15-12:00pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 

Sunday, January 15 9:00am Faith Formation 

 10:00am Fellowship and Choir 

 10:30am Worship in Sanctuary and Online  

Tuesday, January 17 12:30-2:00pm Staff Meeting (CR) 

Wednesday, January 18 10:15-12:00pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 

 9:00pm Property Committee Meeting on Zoom 

Sunday, January 22 9:00am Faith Formation 

 10:00am Fellowship and Choir 

 10:30am Worship in Sanctuary and Online  

Monday, January 23 5:00pm-6:30pm Finance Committee on Zoom 

Tuesday, January 24 12:30-2:00pm Staff Meeting (CR) 

Wednesday, January 25 10:15-12:00pm Online Bible Study on Zoom 

Sunday, January 29 9:00am Faith Formation 

 10:00am Fellowship and Choir 

 10:30am Worship in Sanctuary and Online  

Tuesday, January 31 12:30-2:00pm Staff Meeting (CR) 

January 2023 at Our Saviour’s 
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