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Advent III 

Another World is on Her Way 

December 11, 2022 
 

A note of joyful expectation marks today’s worship. Isaiah announces that the desert shall rejoice and 

blossom, and Jesus points to the unexpected and transforming signs of God’s reign. We wait with patience 

for the coming of Christ, even as we rejoice at his presence among us this day: in word and holy supper, 

in church and in our homes, in silent reflection and in works of justice and love. We pray that God would 

open our eyes and ears to the wonders of Christ’s advent among us. 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Gathering Music 

 

Welcome 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

Another world is not only possible, 

she is on her way. 

On a quiet day, I can hear her breathing. 
 

Words by Indian writer and activist, Arundhati Roy 
 

Tune by Diane Kaplan, daughter of Holocaust survivors 

 

We still pray 

We still sing 

We still dream of the day  

when the birds will return  

and the flowers  

and our lost loved ones 
 

We still live with the belief  

that love and gentleness and faith  

will blossom forth one day  

like roses in winter 
 

We still believe that God  

will be born again in our land  

as we prepare the stable of our hearts  

for the birth of a new people 

 

Written to Guatemalan refugees in Mexico from Salvadoran refugees in Honduras 
 



4 

*Opening Song                            “Light Dawns On a Weary World” #726 
 

 

 

*Greeting 
 

The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ,  

the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*Prayer of the Day 
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Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading Isaiah 35:1-10 
   
 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 
1The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, 

  the desert shall rejoice and blossom; 

  like the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, 

  and rejoice with joy and singing. 

 The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, 

  the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. 

 They shall see the glory of YAHWEH, 

  the majesty of our God. 
 
     3Strengthen the weak hands, 

  and make firm the feeble knees. 

 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, 

  “Be strong, do not fear! 

 Behold, your God 

  will come with vengeance, 

 with terrible recompense. 

  God will come and save you.” 
 
     5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

  and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

 6then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

  and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

 For waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

  and streams in the desert; 

 7the burning sand shall become a pool, 

  and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

 the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp, 

  the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 
 
     8A highway shall be there, 

  and it shall be called the Holy Way; 

 the unclean shall not travel on it, 

  but it shall be for God’s people; 

  no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 

 9No lion shall be there, 

  nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it; 

 they shall not be found there, 

  but the redeemed shall walk there. 

 10And the ransomed of YAHWEH shall return, 

  and come to Zion with singing; 

 everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; 

  they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

  and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 



6 

This is the word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please rise in body or spirit to greet the gospel. 

 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 

 
 

The gospel according to Matthew, the 11th chapter. 

Glory to you, O God. 

 

*Gospel Matthew 11:2-11 
 Spark Bible page 234 

 

 

2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his disciples 3and said to him, 

“Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?”  
4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see:  
5those who are blind receive their sight, those who are lame walk,  

those with leprosy are cleansed, those who are deaf hear,  

the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them.  
6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
 
7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John:  

“What did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind?  
8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes?  

Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces.  
9What then did you go out to see? A prophet?  

Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet.  
10This is the one about whom it is written, 

 ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

  who will prepare your way before you.’ 
11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist;  

yet the least in the dominion of heaven is greater than he.” 

 

This is the good news. 

Praise to you, O Christ.   
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Sermon 

 

*Hymn of the Day                        “Come, O Unexpected Jesus” 

 
*Prayers of the People  
 

 

 

Prayer response: 1 – Cantor; 2 - All 
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Meal 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

*Peace  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

(The people greet each other:  “Peace be with you.”) 

 

 

Gathering our Gifts 
All present, even those who contribute through automatic payments, are invited to lay hands upon the 

collection plate symbolizing their contributions. Those worshipping online may contribute on our 

website: http://oursavioursmpls.org. 

 

 

*Offertory                                     “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 

O come now, living water, pour your grace,  

And bring new life to ev’ry withered place; 

Speak comfort to each trembling heart: 

“Be strong! Fear not, for I will ne’er depart.” 
 

Refrain 

Rejoice, rejoice! Take heart and do not fear, 

God’s chosen one, Emmanuel, draws near. 

 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving 
 

 
 

It is indeed right and good… 

…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  

http://oursavioursmpls.org/
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*Sanctus 

 
*Lord’s Prayer 
 

Joining with the people of God throughout the ages, let us pray with confidence. 
 

Our Mother, our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

Distribution 
 

All are welcome at Christ’s table. We will serve from the front of each section. Ushers will guide you. After you 

have received bread, or a gluten free wafer, hold out your glass to the server and indicate whether you would like 

wine (the dark liquid), or grape juice (the light liquid in the second pitcher which has a shiny band attached to it). 

Please lower your mask and eat and drink. Those who do not commune may indicate a preference for a blessing. 

 

Songs during Distribution 
 

                                                        “Taste and See” #493 
 

                                                         “I Come with Joy” #482 
 

 

Blessing 

 

Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Announcements     
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*Blessing 
 

*Sending Song                “We Dream of a Turning”  - verses 2 and 3 
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*Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude 
 

Portions of the liturgy and clip art are taken from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under 

license # 45191.   Gospel Acclamation by Bret Hesla and Paul Andress © 2022 Bret Hesla. We Dream of a Turning tune: Scottish 

traditional, text by Adam Tice © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission under OneLicense.net # A-704050.  

 

Today’s Worship 
Ministers: You! 

Presiding: Martha Schwehn Bardwell 

Preaching: John Rohde Schwehn 

Assisting: Nate Blumenshine 

Reader: Stephen Lindley 

Accompanist: Tom Witt 

Cantors: Rebekah Fergus, Kathleen Olsen, Mary Preus 

 

 

 
                  

Information about Our Saviour’s can be found on our website 

and on our Facebook page. 

 

Interested in what it means to be a member of the Our Saviour’s Community? 

We call this process Living Questions. Please contact Pastor Martha to inquire. 

 

 

The Mission of the Month is Helping Hands Fund. 

 

 
 

Announcements 
  

ISAIAH Minneapolis Strategy Meeting for 2023: Dec. 15 on Zoom! 
As we look to 2023, we have opportunities at the state capitol to invest the historic surplus in 
transformative changes for our state - paid family leave, 100% clean energy, restored voting rights, 
childcare & education funding, healthcare, driver's licenses for all, and more. Here in Minneapolis, we 
have a chance to finally pass rent stabilization and a bold climate action plan. Join ISAIAH on 
Thursday, December 15 from 6:30-8:30 on zoom to strategize together and plan concrete action 
steps in the new year to ensure our elected leaders move forward on these important issues! Together 
we can demonstrate a public mandate for the things our communities need. Sign up here to join 
us: https://secure.everyaction.com/b_1HhIyGekW0CD80PFE6Kw2 
 

 

http://www.oursavioursmpls.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Our.Saviours.Lutheran.Church.Mpls/
https://secure.everyaction.com/b_1HhIyGekW0CD80PFE6Kw2
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