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Advent II 

Another World is on Her Way 

December 4, 2022 
 

At the heart of our Advent preparation stands John the Baptist, who calls us to repent and make a new beginning. 

As the darkness increases we turn toward the approaching light of Christ. For Christians he is the root of Jesse, 

the righteous judge who welcomes all, especially the poor and meek of the earth. We wait with hope for that day 

when the wolf will dwell with the lamb, and there will be no more hurt or destruction. From the Lord’s table we are 

sent in the spirit of John the Baptist to proclaim that in Christ the kingdom of God has come near. 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Gathering Music 

 

Welcome 

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
 

Another world is not only possible, 

she is on her way. 

On a quiet day, I can hear her breathing. 
 

Words by Indian writer and activist, Arundhati Roy 
 

Tune by Diane Kaplan, daughter of Holocaust survivors 

 

We still pray 

We still sing 

We still dream of the day  

when the birds will return  

and the flowers  

and our lost loved ones 
 

We still live with the belief  

that love and gentleness and faith  

will blossom forth one day  

like roses in winter 
 

We still believe that God  

will be born again in our land  

as we prepare the stable of our hearts  

for the birth of a new people 

 

Written to Guatemalan refugees in Mexico from Salvadoran refugees in Honduras 
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*Opening Song                            “Lord, Your Hands Have Formed” #554 

 

 

 

 

*Greeting 
 

The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ,  

the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*Prayer of the Day 
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Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading Isaiah 11:1-10 
 Spark Bible page 172 

 

A reading from Isaiah. 
 
1A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 

  and a branch shall grow out of its roots. 

 2The spirit of YAHWEH shall rest on him, 

  the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 

  the spirit of counsel and might, 

  the spirit of knowledge and the fear of YAHWEH. 

 3His delight shall be in the fear of YAHWEH. 

 

 He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 

  or decide by what his ears hear; 

 4but with righteousness shall judge the poor, 

  and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 

 he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 

  and with the breath of his lips shall kill the wicked. 

 5Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 

  and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

 

 6The wolf shall live with the lamb, 

  the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 

 the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 

  and a little child shall lead them. 

 7The cow and the bear shall graze, 

  their young shall lie down together; 

  and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 

 8The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 

  and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 

 9They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; 

 for the earth will be full of the knowledge of YAHWEH 

  as the waters cover the sea. 

 
10On that day there will stand as a signal to the peoples the root of Jesse,  

of whom the nations shall inquire, and whose dwelling shall be glorious. 

 

This is the word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please rise in body or spirit to greet the gospel. 
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*Gospel Acclamation 

 

 
 

The gospel according to Matthew, the 3rd chapter. 

Glory to you, O God. 

 

*Gospel Matthew 3:1-12 
 

 

1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming,  
2“Repent, for the dominion of heaven has come near.”  
3This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

 “The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

 ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

  make straight the paths of the Lord.’ ” 
4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist,  

and his food was locusts and wild honey.  
5Then the people of Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him,  

and all the region along the Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan,  

confessing their sins. 
 
7But when John saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them,  

“You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  
8Bear fruit worthy of repentance.  
9Do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’;  

for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham.  
10Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees;  

every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
 
11“I baptize you with water for repentance,  

but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals.  

He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  
12With a winnowing fork in hand, he will clear his threshing floor  

and will gather his wheat into the granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 

 

This is the good news. 

Praise to you, O Christ.   
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Sermon 

 

*Hymn of the Day                        “O God, Who Gives Us Life” ACS 1086 

Sing to Kingsfold 
 

 

1 O God, who gives us life and breath, 

 who shapes us in the womb, 

 who guards our lives from birth to death, 

 then leads us from the tomb: 

 deliver us from fears that kill 

 the life we have from you. 

 Help us to know your Spirit still 

 is making all things new. 
 

2 O God, who calls your people out 

 to venture and to dare, 

 to plumb the bleak abyss of doubt 

 and find you even there: 

 when we despair in wandering 

 through wastes of empty lies, 

 refresh us with the living spring 

 of hope that never dies. 

 

3 O God of covenant and law, 

 revealed in cloud and flame, 

 your mighty deeds evoke our awe; 

 we dare not speak your name. 

 Yet we by faith are drawn to you 

 and will your people prove, 

 as on our hearts you write anew 

 the covenant of love. 

 

 

 

*Prayers of the People  
 

 

 

Prayer response: 1 – Cantor; 2 - All 
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Meal 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

*Peace  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

(The people greet each other:  “Peace be with you.”) 

 

Gathering our Gifts 
All present, even those who contribute through automatic payments, are invited to lay hands upon the 

collection plate symbolizing their contributions. Those worshipping online may contribute on our 

website: http://oursavioursmpls.org. 

 

*Offertory                                     “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
 

O come, strong branch of Jesse, free 

Your own from Satan’s tyranny; 

Forge justice for the poor and the meek, 

Grant safety for the young ones and the weak. 
 

Refrain 

Rejoice, rejoice! Take heart and do not fear, 

God’s chosen one, Emmanuel, draws near. 

 

 

*The Great Thanksgiving 
 

 
 

It is indeed right and good… 

…we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  

http://oursavioursmpls.org/
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*Sanctus 

 
 

*Lord’s Prayer 
 

Joining with the people of God throughout the ages, let us pray with confidence. 
 

Our Mother, our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

 

Distribution 
 

All are welcome at Christ’s table. We will serve from the front of each section. Ushers will guide you. After you 

have received bread, or a gluten free wafer, hold out your glass to the server and indicate whether you would like 

wine (the dark liquid), or grape juice (the light liquid in the second pitcher which has a shiny band attached to it). 

Please lower your mask and eat and drink. Those who do not commune may indicate a preference for a blessing. 

   

Songs during Distribution 
 

                                                        “Bread of Life, Our Host and Meal” #464 
 

                                                         “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” #490 
 

 

 

Blessing 
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Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Announcements     
 

*Blessing 
 

*Sending Song                “We Dream of a Turning”         
 

 

*Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Christ is near. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude 
 

Portions of the liturgy and clip art are taken from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under 

license # 45191.   Gospel Acclamation by Bret Hesla and Paul Andress © 2022 Bret Hesla. We Dream of a Turning tune: Scottish 

traditional, text by Adam Tice © 2009 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission under OneLicense.net # A-704050.  

 

Today’s Worship 
Ministers: You! 

Presiding: Martha Schwehn Bardwell 

Preaching: Jia Starr Brown 

Assisting: Craig Johnson 

Reader: TBD 

Accompanist: Catherine Preus 

Cantors: Rebekah Fergus, Mary Preus 
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Information about Our Saviour’s can be found on our website 

and on our Facebook page. 

 

The Mission of the Month is Helping Hands Fund. 

 
 

Advent at OSLC 
  

Wednesday evenings – Advent gatherings in homes 

  

On Wednesday evenings throughout Advent, we will gather in members’ homes to share in fellowship, 

prayer and bible study. Please see the weekly update email, the table in the Narthex, or talk with Pastor 

Martha for more information on how to sign up.  
  

Advent Retreat at OSLC for all ages 

Saturday, December 3 from 10am - 4pm 

  

This retreat for all ages will be a time to breathe and slow down, to tune out the consumerist noise of the 

season and tune into our relationships with God, each other and the earth. We will share in some 

spiritual grounding time at the outset, maintain space for contemplative prayer throughout the day, and 

have various activities you can choose to opt into, including: making sauces and granola, mending 

clothing, sharing in a song circle with Ray Makeever, knitting dishcloths, making an outdoor Advent 

spiral, etc. Lunch will be provided. If you plan to attend, please fill out this Google Form by Monday 

November 28: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeaaLdikklKeL48w18-

pas_H5Rb9cSBug7H6knXklIw5ZP2tQ/viewform 

It is helpful for us to know numbers as we plan for supplies and food. If you don't get around to it, 

please still come! All are welcome, including neighbors and friends! 
  

 

Hope Calls: Advent Action for Climate Justice 

Passing the People’s Climate & Equity Plan in Minneapolis 

  

This Advent, Minneapolis congregations of many denominations are coming together to put our hope 

into action. We will take on the spiritual discipline of making weekly phone calls to our city council 

members to urge them to support the People’s Climate & Equity Plan, a plan that sets bold goals for a 

just transition to a renewable energy future and that creates a robust fund to address our climate and 

racial equity crises simultaneously. Here is the online booklet to guide you through this work of love: 

http://oursavioursmpls.org/uploads/Hope%20Calls%20Print%20Draft.pdf 

You can also get a hard copy at church.  

 

http://www.oursavioursmpls.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Our.Saviours.Lutheran.Church.Mpls/
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001oZb8nyjnd4gS02MJVXEPCqlswQ7Ywx2lmC86MGldUttVLXW9BJPOQhRMP4asZA9aCi8JTQCicRXW4JM_PIYxFbeDzQzhlqYGKmBMNrX9Yg3rtZ9za8yatl5TpSK0idCX7Df38uOFLRItDchu11N0HsL_vEWLWE1z&c=iUmpcEEOI6-0a64eBpu55EYr-zExepUYBZnB0JuLEkCtrltsTcjbsg==&ch=34KujgDQ8wasldI4ZzFP2UKChAimzSmzt4alyle6tno_SWF62GiBFA==
http://oursavioursmpls.org/uploads/Hope%20Calls%20Print%20Draft.pdf
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