Love’s Wide Embrace
Called to Right Relationship
April 3, 2022

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Lent V
Our God makes all things new. In the gospel Mary anticipates it, anointing Jesus’ feet with costly perfume
in preparation for the day of his burial. In the first reading Paul recalls his transformation from the
persecutor Saul into an apostle. In baptism, God’s new person (you!) rises daily to new life in Christ.
Thanks be to God!

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering Music
Welcome
*Land Acknowledgement, Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + One God,
who creates all things,
seeks out the lost,
and leads us towards wholeness and life. Amen.
“Come and Make the People Whole”

Holy One,
we acknowledge that we worship on stolen land
on the ancestral and present homeland of the Dakota people.
We stand in the ruins of broken treaties and boarding school traumas.
Beneath our feet, the whole earth groans under the weight
of abuse and injustice, human wastefulness and greed.
For our gain from others’ harm,
for the harm our hands have done,
for our failure to honor all peoples,
for our neglect of Christ’s command to love,
O God, in your mercy, forgive us.
“Come and Make the People Whole”

Sung Response

Hear these words of hope:
Beloved, in Jesus Christ, God comes
and gathers us into Love's wide embrace.
In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.
Led by the Spirit in ways of healing and truth,
let us pursue right relationship with our neighbors
according to God’s gracious call.
Amen.
*Opening Hymn

“Holy, Holy, Holy, God the Almighty”
1

Holy, holy, holy, God the Almighty!
Early in the morning our song shall rise to thee.
Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty!
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

2

Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore thee,
casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,
which wert and art, and evermore shalt be.

3

Holy, holy, holy! Though the shadows hide thee,
though the eye of sinfulness thy glory may not see,
only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,
perfect in pow'r, in love and purity.
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*Greeting
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Children’s Sermon & Prayer of the Day
Children (and the young at heart) are welcome to join the pastor for a moment of reflection and prayer.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
Quiet reflection.

First Reading

Philippians 3:4b-14

A Reading from Paul’s letter to the Philippians.g
If anyone else has reason to be confident in the flesh, I have more:
circumcised on the eighth day, a member of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin,
a Hebrew born of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee; 6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church;
as to righteousness under the law, blameless.
4b
5

Yet whatever gains I had, these I have come to regard as loss because of Christ.
More than that, I regard everything as loss because of the surpassing value
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have suffered the loss of all things,
and I regard them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ 9and be found in him,
not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law,
but one that comes through faith in Christ, the righteousness from God based on faith.
10
I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the sharing of his sufferings
by becoming like him in his death, 11if somehow I may attain the resurrection from the dead.
7
8

Not that I have already obtained this or have already reached the goal;
but I press on to make it my own, because Christ Jesus has made me his own.
13
Beloved, I do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one thing I do:
forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead,
14
I press on toward the goal for the prize of the heavenly call of God in Christ Jesus.
12

This is the word of life.
Thanks be to God.
*Gospel Acclamation
Please rise to greet the Gospel.

*Gospel Reading

John 12:1-8
Spark Story Bible page 444

The holy gospel according to John, the 12th chapter.
Glory to you, O God.

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to Bethany, the home of Lazarus,
whom he had raised from the dead.
2
There they gave a dinner for Jesus.
Martha served, and Lazarus was one of those at the table with him.
3
Mary took a pound of costly perfume made of pure nard, anointed Jesus’ feet,
and wiped them with her hair.
The house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume.
4
But Judas Iscariot, one of his disciples (the one who was about to betray him), said,
5
“Why was this perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and the money given to the poor?”
6
(He said this not because he cared about the poor, but because he was a thief;
he kept the common purse and used to steal what was put into it.)
7
Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She bought it so that she might keep it for the day of my burial.
8
You always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.”
1

This is the Good News.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
*Hymn of the Day

“Keep Your Eyes On the Prize”
Hold on, hold on! Keep your eyes on the prize, hold on.

Please be seated.
Prayers of the People
Each bid is followed by a time to add your prayers in voice or silence. When the prayer leader says,
“In your mercy,” we will respond, “hear our prayer.”

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
*Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(The people greet each other: “Peace be with you.” As we pass the peace, please follow the choir and
circle around the table. Leave your worship folder at your seat, freeing your hands to receive the meal.)
*Setting the Table

OSLC Choir and All

*The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
*Sanctus

Call and Response

*Eucharistic Proclamation and Prayer
*Lord’s Prayer
Joining with the people of God throughout the ages, let us pray with confidence.
Our Mother, our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
Distribution
Those who are worshipping virtually are invited to share bread and wine or crackers and juice or
whatever you have collected for a common meal. As you share and eat, please use these or similar
words, “The body of Christ given for you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you,” until we feast
together as the entire body of Christ. Those communing in person, please receive bread and cup from
travelling servers and eat and drink in your distanced position.
Communion Song
*Blessing
*Prayer

*Post Communion Song
We return to our seats singing!
“In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful”

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Announcements and Offering
*Blessing

*Sending Song

“May the God of Hope Go With Us”
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*Dismissal
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Portions of the liturgy and clip art are taken from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All other numbered hymns
in ELW or All Creation Sings. In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful text and music © 1986, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA
Publications, Inc. Used by permission under onelicense.net # A-704050. Gospel Acclamation by Ray Makeever. Used by
permission.
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