Love’s Wide Embrace
Called to Right Relationship
March 27, 2022

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Lent IV
Today’s gospel is the cornerstone of our Lenten theme this year: Love’s Wide Embrace. Like the prodigal
who comes home again after years of wasteful, self-centered living to a parent who receives their child
with joy, we return to God again and again with all of our life laid bare. In spite of our poor choices, we
are welcomed generously into Love’s wide embrace. Thank be to God.

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering Music
Welcome
*Land Acknowledgement, Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + One God,
who creates all things,
seeks out the lost,
and leads us towards wholeness and life. Amen.
“Come and Make the People Whole”

Holy One,
we acknowledge that we worship on stolen land
on the ancestral and present homeland of the Dakota people.
We stand in the ruins of broken treaties and boarding school traumas.
Beneath our feet, the whole earth groans under the weight
of abuse and injustice, human wastefulness and greed.
For our gain from others’ harm,
for the harm our hands have done,
for our failure to honor all peoples,
for our neglect of Christ’s command to love,
O God, in your mercy, forgive us.
Sung Response

“Come and Make the People Whole”

Hear these words of hope:
Beloved, in Jesus Christ, God comes
and gathers us into Love's wide embrace.
In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.
Led by the Spirit in ways of healing and truth,
let us pursue right relationship with our neighbors
according to God’s gracious call.
Amen.
*Opening Hymn

“Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”
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*Greeting
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Children’s Sermon & Prayer of the Day
Children (and the young at heart) are welcome to join the pastor for a moment of reflection and prayer.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
Quiet reflection.

First Reading

Joshua 5:9-12

A Reading from Joshua.
ng
9
YAHWEH said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.”
And so that place is called Gilgal to this day.
10

While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover
in the evening on the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho.
11
On the day after the passover, on that very day, they ate the produce of the land,
unleavened cakes and parched grain.
12
The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land,
and the Israelites no longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.
This is the word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 32

All – Refrain; Verses – Cantor

*Gospel Acclamation
Please rise to greet the Gospel.

*Gospel Reading

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
Spark Story Bible page 378

The holy gospel according to Luke, the 15th chapter.
Glory to you, O God.
1

Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus.
And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying,
“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”
2

3

So Jesus told them this parable:
“There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger of them said to his father,
‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’
So the father divided his property between them.
13
A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country,
and there he squandered his property in dissolute living.
14
When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place throughout that country,
and he began to be in need.
15
So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs.
16
He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating;
and no one gave him anything.
17
But when he came to himself he said,
‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare,
but here I am dying of hunger!
18
I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him,
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you;
19
I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.” ’
20
So he set off and went to his father.
But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion;
he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.
21
Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you;
I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’
22
But the father said to his slaves, ‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him;
put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.
23
And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate;
24
for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’
And they began to celebrate.
11b

“Now the elder son was in the field;
and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing.
26
He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on.
27
The slave replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf,
because he has got him back safe and sound.’
28
Then the elder brother became angry and refused to go in.
His father came out and began to plead with him.
29
But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For all these years I have been working like a slave for you,
and I have never disobeyed your command;
yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends.
30
But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes,
you killed the fatted calf for him!’
31
Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.
32
But we had to celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life;
he was lost and has been found.’ ”
25

This is the Good News.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
*Hymn of the Day

“What Is the World Like”
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Please be seated.
Prayers of the People
Each bid is followed by a time to add your prayers in voice or silence. When the prayer leader says,
“In your mercy,” we will respond, “hear our prayer.”

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
*Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(The people greet each other: “Peace be with you.” As we pass the peace, please follow the choir and
circle around the table. Leave your worship folder at your seat, freeing your hands to receive the meal.)
*Setting the Table

OSLC Choir and All

*The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
*Sanctus

Call and Response

*Eucharistic Proclamation and Prayer
*Lord’s Prayer
Joining with the people of God throughout the ages, let us pray with confidence.
Our Mother, our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
Distribution
Those who are worshipping virtually are invited to share bread and wine or crackers and juice or
whatever you have collected for a common meal. As you share and eat, please use these or similar
words, “The body of Christ given for you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you,” until we feast
together as the entire body of Christ. Those communing in person, please receive bread and cup from
travelling servers and eat and drink in your distanced position.
Communion Song
*Blessing
*Prayer
*Post Communion Song
We return to our seats singing!
“In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful”

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Announcements and Offering
*Blessing
*Sending Song

“May the God of Hope Go With Us”

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God.

ACS #984

Postlude

Portions of the liturgy and clip art are taken from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All other numbered hymns
in ELW or All Creation Sings. In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful text and music © 1986, 1991 Les Presses de Taizé, admin. GIA
Publications, Inc. Used by permission under onelicense.net # A-704050. Setting of Psalm 32 by Linnea Good. Used by permission.
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