Love’s Wide Embrace
Called to Right Relationship
March 20, 2022
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Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Lent III
The warnings are plentiful and blunt on the third Sunday in Lent. Cut it out or get cut down! The warnings
are accompanied by God’s invitation to attentiveness: “Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that
you may live.” The landowner’s ultimatum is forestalled by the gardener’s readiness to till the ground
one more year. That is good news for all of us. Thanks be to God!

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering Music
Welcome
*Land Acknowledgement, Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + One God,
who creates all things,
seeks out the lost,
and leads us towards wholeness and life. Amen.
“Come and Make the People Whole”
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Holy One,
we acknowledge that we worship on stolen land
on the ancestral and present homeland of the Dakota people.
We stand in the ruins of broken treaties and boarding school traumas.
Beneath our feet, the whole earth groans
under the weight of abuse and injustice,
human wastefulness and greed.
For our gain from others’ harm,
for the harm our hands have done,
for our failure to honor all peoples,
for our neglect of Christ’s command to love,
O God, in your mercy, forgive us.
Sung Response

“Come and Make the People Whole”

Hear these words of hope:
Beloved, in Jesus Christ, God comes
and gathers us into Love's wide embrace.
In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.
Led by the Spirit in ways of healing and truth,
let us pursue right relationship with our neighbors
according to God’s gracious call.
Amen.
*Opening Hymn

“Morning Has Broken”
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#556

*Greeting
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Children’s Sermon & Prayer of the Day
Children (and the young at heart) are welcome to join the pastor for a moment of reflection and prayer.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
Quiet reflection.

First Reading

Isaiah 55:1-9

A Reading from Isaiah.ng
1

Ho, everyone who thirsts, come to the waters;
and you that have no money, come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk without money and without price.
2
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
and delight yourselves in rich food.
3
Incline your ear, and come to me; listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
my steadfast, sure love for David.
4
See, I made him a witness to the peoples,
a leader and commander for the peoples.
5
See, you shall call nations that you do not know,
and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of YAHWEH your God, the Holy One of Israel,
for God has glorified you.
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Seek YAHWEH while YAHWEH may be found,
call upon God while God is near;
7
let the wicked forsake their way,
and the unrighteous their thoughts;
let them return to YAHWEH, who will have mercy on them,
and to our God, who will abundantly pardon.
8
For my thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways my ways, says YAHWEH.
9

For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are my ways higher than your ways
and my thoughts than your thoughts.
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This is the word of life.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm 63:1-8

All – Refrain; Verses – Reader

*Gospel Acclamation
Please rise to greet the Gospel.

*Gospel Reading

Luke 13:1-9
Spark Story Bible page 372

The holy gospel according to Luke, the 13th chapter.
Glory to you, O God.
1

At that very time there were some present who told Jesus about the Galileans
whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices.
2
Jesus asked them, “Do you think that because these Galileans suffered in this way
they were worse sinners than all other Galileans?
3
No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish as they did.
4
Or those eighteen who were killed when the tower of Siloam fell on them—
do you think that they were worse offenders than all the others living in Jerusalem?
5
No, I tell you; but unless you repent, you will all perish just as they did.”
6

Then Jesus told this parable:
“A landowner had a fig tree planted in the vineyard;
and when the landowner came looking for fruit on it, found none.
7
So the landowner said to the gardener,
‘See here! For three years I have come looking for fruit on this fig tree,
and still I find none. Cut it down! Why should it be wasting the soil?’
8
The gardener replied, ‘Let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it.
9
If it bears fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you can cut it down.’ ”
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This is the Good News.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
*Hymn of the Day

“Precious Lord, Take My Hand”

Precious Lord, take my hand,
Lead me on, let me stand,
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn;
Through the storm, through the night,
Lead me on to the light

#773

When my way grows drear,
Precious Lord, linger near,
When my life is almost gone,
Hear my cry, hear my call,
Hold my hand lest I fall:

Take my hand, precious Lord,
Lead me home.
When the darkness appears
And the night draws near,
And the day is past and gone,
At the river I stand,
Guide my feet, hold my hand:
Please be seated.
Prayers of the People
Each bid is followed by a time to add your prayers in voice or silence. When the prayer leader says,
“In your mercy,” we will respond, “hear our prayer.”

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
*Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(The people greet each other: “Peace be with you.” As we pass the peace, please follow the choir and
circle around the table. Leave your worship folder at your seat, freeing your hands to receive the meal.)
*Setting the Table

OSLC Choir and All
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*The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
*Sanctus

Call and Response

*Eucharistic Proclamation and Prayer
*Lord’s Prayer
Joining with the people of God throughout the ages, let us pray with confidence.
Our Mother, our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
Distribution
Those who are worshipping virtually are invited to share bread and wine or crackers and juice or
whatever you have collected for a common meal. As you share and eat, please use these or similar
words, “The body of Christ given for you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you,” until we feast
together as the entire body of Christ. Those communing in person, please receive bread and cup from
travelling servers and eat and drink in your distanced position.
Communion Song
*Blessing
*Prayer
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*Post Communion Song
We return to our seats singing!
“In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful”

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Announcements and Offering
*Blessing
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*Sending Song

“For the Fruit of All Creation”

#679

For the fruit of all creation, thanks be to God.
For these gifts to ev’ry nation, thanks be to God.
For the plowing, sowing, reaping,
silent growth while we are sleeping,
future needs in earth’s safekeeping, thanks be to God.

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Portions of the liturgy and clip art are taken from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All other numbered hymns
in ELW or All Creation Sings. Used by permission under onelicense.net # A-704050. Setting of Psalm 63 by Tom Witt. Used by
permission.

Today’s Worship
Ministers:
Presiding:
Preaching:
Assisting:
Reader:
Accompanist:
Cantors:
Livestream:

You!
Ben Masters
Martha Schwehn Bardwell
Craig Johnson
TBD
Catherine Preus
Kathleen Olsen, Mary Preus
Craig Johnson

Information about Our Saviour’s can be found on our website
and on our Facebook page.

This week at Our Saviour’s
9:00am
10:30am
12:00

Sunday, March 20
Backyard Worship
Sanctuary Worship in person and on YouTube
Worship Table Meeting – Hospitality Center
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7:00

Monday, March 21
Racial Justice Committee Meeting

12:30

Tuesday, March 22
Staff Meeting

10:15am
6:30-7:30pm

Wednesday, March 16
Weekly Bible Study on Zoom
Lenten Evening Prayer on Zoom
Thursday, March 24
Sentinel Deadline!

Interim Pastor
Pastor
Music Director
Bookkeeper
Office Manager
Front Desk &
Office Volunteers
OSCS Executive Director

Ben Masters
ben@oursavioursmpls.org
Martha Schwehn Bardwell
martha@oursavioursmpls.org
Mary Preus
marypreus@oursavioursmpls.org
Diane Palmer
diane@oursavioursmpls.org
Marcin Cienski
marcin@oursavioursmpls.org
Jeanne Asp; Nancy Nygaard Johnson;
LaRue Unglaube; Sheryll Mennicke
Mike Huffman mike@oscs-mn.org
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612-871-2967 opt 3
612-871-2967 opt 4
612-871-2967 opt 6

612-871-2967 opt 7

612-871-2967
612-871-5900 opt 1
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