Love’s Wide Embrace
Called to Right Relationship
March 13, 2022
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Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Lent II
Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s desire to protect and save us, our God persists. In holy
baptism, God’s people have been called and gathered into a God-initiated relationship that will endure.
Lent provides the church with a time and a tradition in which to seek Love’s wide embrace. Lent provides
another occasion to behold the God of our salvation in the face of the Blessed One who “comes in the
name of the Lord.”

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering Music
Welcome
*Land Acknowledgement, Confession and Forgiveness
Blessed be the Holy Trinity, + One God,
who creates all things,
seeks out the lost,
and leads us towards wholeness and life. Amen.
“Come and Make the People Whole”
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Holy One,
we acknowledge that we worship on stolen land
on the ancestral and present homeland of the Dakota people.
We stand in the ruins of broken treaties and boarding school traumas.
Beneath our feet, the whole earth groans
under the weight of abuse and injustice,
human wastefulness and greed.
For our gain from others’ harm,
for the harm our hands have done,
for our failure to honor all peoples,
for our neglect of Christ’s command to love,
O God, in your mercy, forgive us.
Sung Response

“Come and Make the People Whole”

Hear these words of hope:
Beloved, in Jesus Christ, God comes
and gathers us into Love's wide embrace.
In ☩ Jesus’ name, your sins are forgiven.
Led by the Spirit in ways of healing and truth,
let us pursue right relationship with our neighbors
according to God’s gracious call.
Amen.
*Opening Hymn

“When Morning Gilds the Skies”
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#853

*Greeting
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
Children’s Sermon & Prayer of the Day
Children (and the young at heart) are welcome to join the pastor for a moment of reflection and prayer.

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
Quiet reflection.

First Reading

Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
Spark Story Bible page 30

1

After these things the word of YAHWEH came to Abram in a vision,
“Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.”
2
But Abram said, “O YAHWEH, what will you give me, for I continue childless,
and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?”
3
And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring,
and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.”
4
But the word of YAHWEH came to him,
“This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.”
5
God brought Abram outside and said,
“Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.”
Then God said to him, “So shall your descendants be.”
6
And Abram believed YAHWEH; and God reckoned it to him as righteousness.
Then God said to Abram, “I am YAHWEH who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans,
to give you this land to possess.”
8
But Abram said, “O YAHWEH, how am I to know that I shall possess it?”
9
God said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old,
a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.”
10
Abram brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half over against the other;
but he did not cut the birds in two.
11
And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.
7

12

As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram,
and a deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him.
17

When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot
and a flaming torch passed between these pieces.
18
On that day God made a covenant with Abram, saying,
“To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates.”
This is the word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 27

All – Refrain; Verses – Choir

*Gospel Acclamation
Please rise to greet the Gospel.

*Gospel Reading

Luke 13:31-35

The holy gospel according to Luke, the 13th chapter.
Glory to you, O God.
31

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to Jesus,
“Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.”
32
Jesus said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me,
‘Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow,
and on the third day I finish my work.
33
Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way,
because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’
34
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it!
How often have I desired to gather your children together
as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!
35
See, your house is left to you.
And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say,
‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.’ ”
This is the Good News.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
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*Hymn of the Day

“As a Mother Comforts Her Child”

ACS 1015

Please be seated.
Prayers of the People
Each bid is followed by a time to add your prayers in voice or silence. When the prayer leader says,
“In your mercy,” we will respond, “hear our prayer.”
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Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
*Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(The people greet each other: “Peace be with you.” As we pass the peace, please follow the choir and
circle around the table. Leave your worship folder at your seat, freeing your hands to receive the meal.)
*Setting the Table

OSLC Choir and All

*The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
*Sanctus

Call and Response

*Eucharistic Proclamation and Prayer
*Lord’s Prayer
Joining with the people of God throughout the ages, let us pray with confidence.
Our Mother, our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
Distribution
Those who are worshipping virtually are invited to share bread and wine or crackers and juice or
whatever you have collected for a common meal. As you share and eat, please use these or similar
words, “The body of Christ given for you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you,” until we feast
together as the entire body of Christ. Those communing in person, please receive bread and cup from
travelling servers and eat and drink in your distanced position.
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Communion Song
*Blessing
*Prayer
*Post Communion Song
We return to our seats singing!
“In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful”
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Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Announcements and Offering
*Blessing
*Sending Song

“I Want Jesus to Walk With Me”

#325

*Dismissal
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude

Portions of the liturgy and clip art are taken from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All other numbered hymns
in ELW or All Creation Sings. Setting of Psalm 27, The Lord Is My Light text adapt. Lillian Bouknight, text and music © 1980
Saugos Music, Inc. Used by permission under onelicense.net # A-704050.

Today’s Worship
Ministers:
Presiding:
Preaching:
Assisting:
Reader:
Accompanists:
Cantors:
Livestream:

You!
Martha Schwehn Bardwell
Ben Masters
Pam Wurster
Harmon Abrahamson
Ensemble of Musicians!
Kathleen Olsen, Mary Preus
Craig Johnson

Information about Our Saviour’s can be found on our website
and on our Facebook page.
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This week at Our Saviour’s

9:00am
10:30am

Sunday, March 13
Backyard Worship
Sanctuary Worship in person and on YouTube

12:30

Tuesday, March 15
Staff Meeting

10:15am
4:30pm
6:30-7:30pm

Wednesday, March 16
Weekly Bible Study on Zoom
Community Meal to go
Lenten Evening Prayer on Zoom

Interim Pastor

Ben Masters

612-871-2967 opt 3

ben@oursavioursmpls.org
Pastor

Martha Schwehn Bardwell
martha@oursavioursmpls.org

612-871-2967 opt 4

Music Director

Mary Preus
marypreus@oursavioursmpls.org

612-871-2967 opt 6

Bookkeeper

Diane Palmer
diane@oursavioursmpls.org

Office Manager

Marcin Cienski
marcin@oursavioursmpls.org

Front Desk &
Office Volunteers
OSCS Executive Director

612-871-2967 opt 7

Jeanne Asp; Nancy Nygaard Johnson;
LaRue Unglaube; Sheryll Mennicke

612-871-2967

Mike Huffman mike@oscs-mn.org

612-871-5900 opt 1
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