Love’s Wide Embrace
Called to Right Relationship
Lent 2022
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Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Ash Wednesday
March 2, 2022
On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and repentance.
Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the same time,
the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey
through Lent to return to God, we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray
for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our
baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world.

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering
Psalm 51

Refrain – All; Verses – Reader

Greeting
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Prayer of the Day

2

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
Quiet reflection.

First Reading

Isaiah 58:1-12

A reading from Isaiah.
Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet!
Announce to my people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins.
Yet day after day they seek me and delight to know my ways,
as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;
they ask of me righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God.
“Why do we fast, but you do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers.
Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist.
Such fasting as you do today will not make your voice heard on high.
Is such the fast that I choose, a day to humble oneself?
Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?
Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD?
Is not this the fast that I choose:
to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of the yoke,
to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house;
when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin?
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly;
your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of YAHWEH shall be your rear guard.
Then you shall call, and God will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.
If you remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
if you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.
YAHWEH will guide you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places,
and make your bones strong; and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water, whose waters never fail.
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live in.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

3

*Gospel Acclamation

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 6th chapter.
Glory to you, O God.
*Gospel Reading

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21
Spark Story Bible page

Jesus said:
“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them;
for then you have no reward from your Abba in heaven.
So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you,
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others.
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.
But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing,
so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Abba who sees in secret will reward you.
“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites;
for they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners,
so that they may be seen by others.
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.
But whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Abba who is in secret;
and your Abba who sees in secret will reward you.
“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites,
for they disfigure their faces so as to show others that they are fasting.
Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.
But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your face,
so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Abba who is in secret;
and your Abba who sees in secret will reward you.
“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume
and where thieves break in and steal;
but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust consumes
and where thieves do not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.
This is the Good News.
Praise to you, O Christ.
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Sermon
*Hymn of the Day
1

“All Things of Dust to Dust Return”

All things of dust to dust return
on earth and in the sky.
The hottest, brightest suns that burn
in time grow dim and die.
The fish that leap, the birds that soar,
the newborn young that play,
the leaves that fill the forest floor
revert to dust and clay.
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Lord, mark with dust and ash my brow
so I may comprehend
that ev'ry moment here and now
links me to that same end
I share with all that breathe and burn,
that flare and fade and tire
yet by their waning light discern
your own undying fire.

Lord, mark upon my brow this sign:
a stark and barren cross
reminding me that though divine
you know my pain and loss,
and at the touch of dust and ash
awake my heart to view
how death itself is but a flash
that dies away in you.

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945
Text © 2009 Oxford University Press. All rights reserved.

Invitation to Lent
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Confession of Sin
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Most holy and merciful God,
we confess to you and to one another,
and before the whole company of heaven,
that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.
We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven.
We confess to you…
Have mercy on us, O God.
We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us.
We have not been true to the mind of Christ.
We have grieved your Holy Spirit.
We confess to you…
Have mercy on us, O God.
Our past unfaithfulness,
the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our lives,
we confess to you…
Have mercy on us, O God.
Our self-indulgent appetites and ways,
and our exploitation of other people,
we confess to you…
Have mercy on us, O God.
Our negligence in prayer and worship,
and our failure to share the faith that is in us,
we confess to you…
Have mercy on us, O God.
Our neglect of human need and suffering,
and our indifference to injustice and cruelty,
we confess to you…
Have mercy on us, O God.
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Our false judgments,
our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors,
and our prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us,
we confess to you…
Have mercy on us, O God.
Our waste and pollution of your creation,
and our lack of concern for those who come after us,
we confess to you…
Have mercy on us, O God.
In conclusion:
Restore us, O God, in Love’s wide embrace and lead us to right relationship.
Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great.

Imposition of Ashes
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.
May these ashes be a sign of our mortality and penitence,
reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ
are we given eternal life;
through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and our Sovereign. Amen.
You may come forward to receive the mark of the cross with ashes on your forehead. The ashes are
accompanied by the words, “You are dust, and to dust you shall return.” The ancient tradition is meant
to symbolize our humanity, and our ultimate reliance on the radical grace of God in Christ, given in
Baptism. The 40-day Lenten journey is a time for fasting, prayer, and learning about the nature of the
Christian life that begins in Baptism. The mortal and penitential nature of Ash Wednesday is contrasted
with the strong word of absolution and the call to a life of service on Maundy Thursday, on the other
side of Lent.
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During the imposition of ashes we sing:

(Please rise as you are able)
Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation,
that we may show forth your glory in the world.
By the cross and Passion of your Son, our Savior,
bring us with all your saints to the joy of Christ’s resurrection.
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins
through our Savior Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness,
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life.
Amen.
*Prayers of the People
Each petition will conclude with, “Merciful God,” and the congregation responds,
“receive our prayer.”

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
*Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(The people greet each other: “Peace be with you.” As we pass the peace we follow the ushers and
circle around the table. You may leave your worship folder at your seat. Come with empty hands!)
*Setting the Table

OSLC Choir and All
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*The Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…
*Sanctus

Call and Response

*Eucharistic Proclamation and Prayer
*Lord’s Prayer
Joining with the people of God throughout the ages, let us pray with confidence.
Our Mother, our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
Invitation to Communion
Distribution
Those who are worshipping virtually are invited to share bread and wine or crackers and juice or
whatever you have collected for a common meal. As you share and eat, please use these or similar
words, “The body of Christ given for you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you,” until we feast
together as the entire body of Christ. Those communing in person, please receive bread and cup from
travelling servers and eat and drink in your distanced position.
Communion Song
*Blessing
*Prayer
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*Post Communion Song

as we return to our seats…
“In the Lord I’ll Be Ever Thankful”

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

*Blessing
*Sending Song

“I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”

*Gathering Our Gifts
*Dismissal
Go in peace. Jesus meets you on the way.
Thanks be to God.
Postlude
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Portions of the liturgy and clip art are taken from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under
license # 45191. Setting of Psalm 51 Bernadette Farrell © 1990 Oregon Catholic Press. Remember That You Are Dust by Mark
Mummert © 2009 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under onelicense.net # A-704050. Return to God by Ray Makeever. Used
by permission.

Tonight’s Worship
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Presiding:
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Accompanist:
Cantor:
Livestream:
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Hospitality/Ushers:

You!
Martha Schwehn Bardwell
Ben Masters
Jeanne Heer
Tom Witt
Mary Preus
Craig Johnson
Lucy Selander
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