
Reign of Christ 

Commitment Sunday 

November 20, 2022 

 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Gathering Music 
 

Welcome 
 

*Call to Worship 
 

Blessed is the One who spoke and the world came into being. 

Blessed is the One who creates the world. 
Blessed is the one who speaks and does. 

Blessed is the One who decrees and fulfills. 

Blessed is the One who has compassion for the earth. 

Blessed is the One who has compassion for all creatures. 

Blessed is the One who rewards those who fear God. 

Blessed is the One who lives eternally and exists forever. 

Blessed is the One who redeems and saves. 

Blessed is the Holy One. 
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*Opening Song                          “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” #859 

 

1 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the God of creation! 

 My heart is longing to offer up sweet adoration. 

 Melody make; dulcimer, harp, now awake.  

Sound forth your praise, ev'ry nation. 
 

3 Praise the Almighty, who prospers your work and defends you;  

see from the heavens the showers of mercy God sends you. 

Ponder anew what the Almighty can do; 

Infinite Love here befriends you. 
 

4 Praise the Almighty! In wonder my spirit is soaring! 

All that has life and breath, come now with praises outpouring. 

Let the amen sound from God's people again, 

gladly forever adoring. 

 
 

*Greeting 
 

The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ,  

the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

*Prayer of the Day 

 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading Jeremiah 23:1-6 
 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 
1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says YAHWEH.  
2Therefore thus says YAHWEH, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds who shepherd my people:  

It is you who have scattered my flock, and have driven them away, and you have not attended to them. 

So I will attend to you for your evil doings, says YAHWEH.  
3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all the lands where I have driven them,  

and I will bring them back to their fold, and they shall be fruitful and multiply.  
4I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd them, and they shall not fear any longer,  

or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says YAHWEH. 
 
5The days are surely coming, says YAHWEH, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,  

who shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.  
6In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.  

And this is the name by which he will be called: “YAHWEH is our righteousness.” 

 

This is the word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Please rise in body or spirit to greet the gospel. 

 

*Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

The gospel according to Luke, the 23rd chapter. 

Glory to you, O God. 

 

*Gospel Luke 23:33-43 

 
 

33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there with the criminals,  

one on his right and one on his left.  
34Then Jesus said, “Abba, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing.”  

And they cast lots to divide his clothing.  
35And the people stood by, watching; but the leaders scoffed at him, saying,  

“He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, God’s chosen one!”  
36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine, 37and saying,  

“If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!”  
38There was also an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 
 
39One of the criminals who were hanged there kept deriding Jesus and saying,  

“Are you not the Messiah? Save yourself and us!”  
40But the other rebuked him, saying,  

“Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation?  
41And we indeed have been condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds,  

but this man has done nothing wrong.”  
42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.”  
43 Jesus replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in Paradise.” 

 



4 

This is the good news. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon 

 

*Hymn of the Day                        “Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service” #712 

 
1 Lord, whose love in humble service 

 bore the weight of human need, 

 who upon the cross, forsaken, 

 worked your mercy's perfect deed: 

 we, your servants, bring the worship 

 not of voice alone, but heart; 

 consecrating to your purpose 

 ev'ry gift which you impart. 

2 Still your children wander homeless; 

 still the hungry cry for bread; 

 still the captives long for freedom; 

 still in grief we mourn our dead. 

 As you, Lord, in deep compassion 

 healed the sick and freed the soul, 

 by your Spirit send your power 

 to our world to make it whole. 

 

3 As we worship, grant us vision, 

 till your love's revealing light 

 in its height and depth and greatness 

 dawns upon our quickened sight, 

 making known the needs and burdens 

 your compassion bids us bear, 

 stirring us to ardent service, 

 your abundant life to share. 

4 Called by worship to your service, 

 forth in your dear name we go, 

 to the child, the youth, the aged,  

 love in living deeds to show; 

 hope and health, good will and comfort, 

 counsel, aid and peace we give, 

 that your servants, Lord, in freedom 

 may your mercy know and live. 

 

*Prayers of the People  
 

Each petition will conclude with, “God of grace” and the congregation responds, “hear our prayer.” 
 

At the end of these spoken prayers, or anytime during worship, you are invited to add your paper lilypad 

prayer (lilypads can be found in the hymnal holders) to the river of life that flows from the waterfall on 

the southwest wall of the sanctuary, around the Chicago Ave. windows and also up the ramp to the 

plants and trees. 

 

Meal 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

*Peace  
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

(The people greet each other:  “Peace be with you.”) 

 

Gathering our Gifts and Making Our Commitment 
All present, even those who contribute through automatic payments, are invited to lay hands upon the 

collection plate symbolizing their contributions. Those worshipping online may contribute on our 

website: http://oursavioursmpls.org. 

 

http://oursavioursmpls.org/
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*Offertory                                     “Everything That We Have” 
 

 

 
 

*The Great Thanksgiving 
 

God be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them up to God. 

Let us give thanks to the living God.  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Table Prayer: Call and Response 

 

*Lord’s Prayer  (adapted) 
 

 

Eternal Spirit 

Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, source of all that is and that shall be,  

Father and Mother of us all, loving God, in whom is heaven; 

the hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 
 

The way of your justice be followed  by the peoples of the earth. 

Your heavenly will be done by all created beings. 

Your commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on earth. 
 

With the bread we need for today, feed us. 

In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 

In times of temptation and test, spare us. From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
 

For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever. Amen.
 

From the New Zealand Book of Prayer 
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Distribution 
 

All are welcome at Christ’s table. We will serve from the front of each section. Ushers will guide you. 

After you have received bread, or a gluten free wafer, hold out your glass to the server and indicate 

whether you would like wine (the dark liquid), or grape juice (the light liquid in the second pitcher which 

has a shiny band attached to it). Please lower your mask and eat and drink. Those who do not commune 

may indicate a preference for a blessing. 

   

Songs during Distribution 
 

                                                        “We Come to the Hungry Feast” #479 
 

                                                        “Bread for the Journey” 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Blessing 
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Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Announcements     
 

*Blessing 
 

*Sending Song                “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing”             #547 

 

1 Sent forth by God's blessing, our true faith confessing, 

 the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 

 The supper is ended. Oh, now be extended 

 the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

 The seed of Christ's teaching, receptive souls reaching, 

 shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

 Your grace shall incite us, your love shall unite us 

 to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 
 

2   With praise and thanksgiving to God ever-living, 

     the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face— 

    our faith ever sharing, in love ever caring, 

    embracing God's children, the whole human race. 

    With your feast you feed us, with your light now lead us; 

    unite us as one in this life that we share. 

    Then may all the living with praise and thanksgiving 

    give honor to Christ and this name that we bear. 
 

 

*Dismissal 
 

Go in peace with Christ beside you. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude 

 
 

Portions of the liturgy and clip art are taken from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2021 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under 

license # 45191.   Everything That We Have © 1989 Bret Hesla, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Bread for the Journey © 1990 Bret 

Hesla, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under OneLicense.net # A-704050.  Cover art by Our Saviour’s members 

listed with each piece. Used by permission and coordinated by Rebekkah Schulz. 

 

Today’s Worship 
Ministers: You! 

Presiding: Martha Schwehn Bardwell 

Preaching: Martha Schwehn Bardwell 

Assisting: Jeanne Heer 

Reader: Stephen Lindley 

Accompanist: Catherine Preus 

Cantors: Bret Hesla, Kathleen Olsen 
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Information about Our Saviour’s can be found on our website 

and on our Facebook page. 

 

The Mission of the Month is NACDI. 
 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship Schedule 
 

On the first Sunday of the month we feast! 

9:45am: one worship service in the sanctuary. 

11am: enjoy lunch with our church community! 

 

On the second through fifth Sundays our schedule is as follows: 

9am: Backyard worship  

9:45am: Faith formation for children and adults 

10:30am: Coffee and conversation  

11am: Sanctuary worship, live-streamed on Youtube 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.oursavioursmpls.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Our.Saviours.Lutheran.Church.Mpls/

