Celebrate Community – Centered in Christ
October 3, 2021

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Time after Pentecost
Today we commemorate St. Francis of Assisi, Italy (1182-1226). After experiencing war and serious
illness, Francis became very dissatisfied with his life. Moved by his faith in God, Francis left his privilege
behind and chose to live a life of poverty. He loved creation and lived with simplicity, gratitude, and joy,
much like a child! In today’s gospel, Jesus rebukes the disciples who are fending off the children. How
does God’s reign call us to be in relationship with one another and all of creation?

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering Music
Welcome
*Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose love extends to the heavens,
whose righteousness is like the mighty mountains,
who saves humans and animals alike.
Amen.
Let us come before God, seeking forgiveness and life.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Steadfast and saving God,
have mercy on us.
You made us from the soil and gave us breath.
You provide us with all that we need to survive
and place us in an interconnected web of life.
Yet, we often live in denial of you, our Creator.
We neglect our call as stewards, degrade the earth, consume too much, hoard your gifts,
think only of our own convenience, and are caught up in a throwaway culture.
Forgive us, O God, and come to renew the face of the earth,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Sovereign.
Amen.
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L: In the name of + Jesus,
receive mercy and find grace in your time of need.
Your transgressions are forgiven;
God’s love is healing balm for your wounds.
Rejoice, for God raises you up to new life in Christ.
C: Thanks be to God!
*Opening Hymn

“God of the Fertile Fields”

*Greeting
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day
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Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
Scripture readings come from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible study edition edited by Gordon W.
Lathrop and Gail Ramshaw and from The Inclusive Bible, edited by Priests for Equality.
We use the ancient name, YAHWEH (YHWH which simply sounds like breath – the Breath of Life) for God when
reading from Hebrew Scripture (Old Testament). In reading the gospels and other newer testament readings, we use
the word Abba or Abba God. Abba means ‘Papa’ in Aramaic, the language used in Jesus’ time and place.
- Quiet reflection –

First Reading

Genesis 2:18-24

A reading from Genesis.
18
YAHWEH said, ‘It is not good for the earth creature to be alone;
I will make him a fitting companion for it.’
19
So out of the ground YAHWEH formed every animal of the field and every bird of the air,
and brought them to the earth creature to be named.
Whatever the earth creature called each one, that was its name.
20
The earth creature gave names to all cattle, and to the birds of the air, and to every animal of the field;
but none of them proved to be a fitting companion.
21

So YAHWEH caused a deep sleep to fall upon the earth creature, and while it slept,
Divided the earth creature in two, then closed up the flesh from its side.
22
YAHWEH then fashioned the two halves into male and female, and presented them to one another.
23
Then the male creature said,
“This at last is bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;
this one shall be called Woman
and I will be Man because we are of one flesh.”
24
This is why people leave their parents and become bonded to one another,
and the two become one flesh.
This is the word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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Psalm 8

“God Created Heaven and Earth”
Sing verse 1, listen to words of the Psalm; sing verse 2, listen – etc…

The holy gospel according to Mark, the 10th chapter.
Glory to you, O God.

*Gospel Acclamation
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*Gospel Reading

Mark 10:13-16
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People were bringing little children to Jesus in order that he might touch them;
and the disciples spoke sternly to them.
14
But when Jesus saw this, he was indignant and said to them,
“Let the little children come to me; do not stop them;
for it is to such as these that the dominion of God belongs.
15
Truly I tell you,
whoever does not receive the dominion of God as a little child will never enter it.”
16
And Jesus took them up in his arms, laid his hands on them, and blessed them.
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Sermon
*Hymn of the Day

“Holy River Never Failing”
Sing to the tune: What a Friend We Have in Jesus
Holy River never failing, here we stand and look to you.
Pour your presence now upon us. Come and christen us anew.
You have named us all your people. You have birthed us as your own.
You've restored us, wholly family, in your Spirit flowing down.
Keep us mindful of our oneness in your water's wide embrace.
Give us eyes to see our kinship everywhere in every face.
May we learn the way of Jesus, learn to challenge and to serve.
May we learn to live together, loving all without reserve.
Holy River, flow upon us come and green our wilted vines.
We are thirsting for your justice; now your realm our only wine.
Give us courage to be faithful. May we know we're not alone.
Give us joy in our reunion with our siblings finally known.

*Prayers of the People (Each petition will conclude with, “Hear us, O God.” and the congregation
responds, “Your mercy is great.”)

Meal
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(The people greet each other with some sign of peace: “Peace be with you.”)
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Gathering Our Gifts
*Offertory

“Everything Is Yours, Lord”

*Offering Prayer
*The Great Thanksgiving

It is our duty and delight…..
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*Sanctus

*Eucharistic Prayer
*Lord’s Prayer
Joining with the people of God throughout the ages, let us pray with confidence.
Our Mother, our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
*Invitation to Communion
Distribution
Those who are worshipping virtually are invited to share bread and wine or crackers and juice or
whatever you have collected for a common meal. As you share and eat, please use these or similar
words, “The body of Christ given for you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you,” until we feast
together as the entire body of Christ. Those meeting in person may follow the directions of the ushers.
Please sanitize your hands before you take bread or wafer and then return to your seat before you eat.
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Song during Distribution
“Living Word, Living Bread”

*Blessing
*Prayer
*Post Communion Canticle

“Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” – verse 1

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Announcements
*Blessing
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*Sending Song

“Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” (see previous page)
Verses 2 and 3

*Dismissal
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God!
Postlude
Portions of the liturgy and clip art are taken from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All other
numbered hymns in ELW. Portions of Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications,
Inc. Living Bread, Living Word Arr. Marty Haugen © 2007 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission under
onelicense.net # A-704050. Everything Is Yours, Lord, Zambian – Author unknown. Clip art by Daniel Erlander. Used
by permission.

Today’s Worship
Ministers:
Presiding:
Preaching:
Reader:
Assisting:
Accompanist:
Cantors:
Camera:

You!
Martha Schwehn Bardwell
Babette Chatman
Deb Swenson-Klatt
Kim Smith
Catherine Preus
Mary Preus
Craig Johnson

This week at Our Saviour’s
Sunday, October 3
9:00am
10:30am

Outdoor Worship in the Backyard with Baptism and Blessings of
the Animals
Worship in Sanctuary
sign up to be in person or participate via Facebook Livestream

Monday, October 4
7-8:30

Church Council Meeting

Tuesday, October 5
12:00-2pm
12:30-2pm

Michael Huffmann Meet and Greet- Backyard
Staff Meeting
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Wednesday, October 6
10:15-12pm Weekly Bible Study on Zoom
4:30-5:30pm First Wednesday Zoom Prayer

Saturday, October 9
10-12pm

Property Meeting Meeting and Clean Up

Ministers

Members of OSLC

Pastor

Martha Schwehn Bardwell
martha@oursavioursmpls.org

612-871-2967 opt 4

Music Director

Mary Preus
marypreus@oursavioursmpls.org

612-871-2967 opt 6

Bookkeeper

Diane Palmer
diane@oursavioursmpls.org

Office Manager

Alexander Farino
alex@oursavioursmpls.org

Front Desk &
Office Volunteers
Our Saviour’s Community
Services Interim Executive
Director

612-871-2967 opt 7

Jeanne Asp; Nancy Nygaard Johnson;
LaRue Unglaube; JoAnne English;
Sheryll Mennicke

612-871-2967

David Fey david@oscs-mn.org

612-871-5900 opt 1
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