Celebrate Community – Centered in Christ
September 26, 2021

Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church
Time after Pentecost
Someone who isn’t part of Jesus’ own circle is casting out demons in Jesus’ name, and the disciples want
him stopped. They appeal to Jesus, but Jesus refuses to see this as a threat. Jesus welcomes good being
done in his name, even when it is not under his control. The circle we form around Jesus’ word must be
able to value good being done in ways we wouldn’t do it, by people we can’t keep tabs on.

Gathering
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Gathering Music
Welcome
*Confession and Forgiveness
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
whose teaching is life,
whose presence is sure,
and whose love is endless.
Amen.
Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.
God our comforter:
Like lost sheep, we have gone astray.
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.
Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help.
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.
All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
By the gift of grace in + Christ Jesus, receive with glad hearts
the forgiveness of all your sins.
Amen.
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*Opening Hymn

“Let All Things Now Living”
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*Greeting
The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
*Prayer of the Day

Word
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
Scripture readings come from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible study edition edited by Gordon W.
Lathrop and Gail Ramshaw and from The Inclusive Bible, edited by Priests for Equality.
We use the ancient name, YAHWEH (YHWH which simply sounds like breath – the Breath of Life) for God when
reading from Hebrew Scripture (Old Testament). In reading the gospels and other newer testament readings, we use
the word Abba or Abba God. Abba means ‘Papa’ in Aramaic, the language used in Jesus’ time and place.
- Quiet reflection –

First Reading

James 5:13-20

A reading from James.
13
Are any among you suffering? They should pray.
Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of praise.
14
Are any among you sick?
They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray over them,
anointing them with oil in the name of Christ.
15
The prayer of faith will save the sick, and Christ will raise them up;
and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven.
16
Therefore confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed.
The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.
17
Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed fervently that it might not rain,
and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth.
18
Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest.
My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth
and is brought back by another,
20
you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering
will save the sinner’s soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins.
19

This is the word of life.
Thanks be to God.
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Sung Response

The holy gospel according to Mark, the 9th chapter.
Glory to you, O God.
*Gospel Acclamation

*Gospel Reading

Mark 9:38-50

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name,
and we tried to stop him, because he was not following us.”
39
But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power in my name
will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me.
40
Whoever is not against us is for us.
41
For truly I tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ
will by no means lose the reward.
38

“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me,
it would be better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck
and you were thrown into the sea.
43
If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off;
it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and to go to hell,
to the unquenchable fire.
42
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And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off;
it is better for you to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell.
47
And if your eye causes you to stumble, tear it out;
it is better for you to enter the reign of God with one eye
than to have two eyes and to be thrown into hell,
48
where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched.
45

“For everyone will be salted with fire.
Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you season it?
Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.”
49
50

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Children’s Sermon
Sermon
*Hymn of the Day

“Will You Let Me Be Your Servant”
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*Prayers of the People (Each petition will conclude with, “Hear us, O God.” and the congregation
responds, “Your mercy is great.”)

Meal

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

*Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
(The people greet each other with some sign of peace: “Peace be with you.”)
Gathering Our Gifts
*The Great Thanksgiving

It is our duty and delight…..
*Sanctus
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*Eucharistic Prayer
*Lord’s Prayer
Joining with the people of God throughout the ages, let us pray with confidence.
Our Mother, our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.
*Invitation to Communion
Distribution
Those who are worshipping virtually are invited to share bread and wine or crackers and juice or
whatever you have collected for a common meal. As you share and eat, please use these or similar
words, “The body of Christ given for you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you,” until we feast
together as the entire body of Christ. Those meeting in person may follow the directions of the ushers.
Please sanitize your hands before you take bread or wafer and then return to your seat before you eat.
Songs during Distribution
“Santo, Santo, Santo”
1 – Spanish; 2 – English; 3 - Spanish
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“God Has Given Us Each Other”

*Blessing
*Prayer
*Post Communion Canticle
1

“Praise to You, O God of Mercy”

Praise to you, O God of mercy:
thanks be to you forever!
Raising high the weak and lowly:
thanks be to you forever!

2

From of old you loved and sought us:
thanks be to you forever!
Truth and justice you have taught us:
thanks be to you forever!

Sending
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Announcements
*Blessing
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*Sending Song
BRIDGE
Strong is your faithfulness,
strong is your love,
rememb'ring your covenant of life with us.

3

Praise to you, O God of mercy:
thanks be to you forever!
Raising high the weak and lowly:
thanks be to you forever!
Thanks be to you forever!

*Dismissal
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God!
Postlude
Portions of the liturgy and clip art are taken from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All other
numbered hymns in ELW. Portions of Now the Feast and Celebration by Marty Haugen, © 1990 GIA Publications,
Inc. Come and Pray in Us Les Presses de Taizé © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc. God Has Given us Each Other © 2019
Bret Hesla. Used by permission under onelicense.net # A-704050.

Today’s Worship
Ministers:
Presiding:
Preaching:
Reader:
Assisting:
Accompanist:
Cantors:
Camera:

You!
Martha Schwehn Bardwell
Grant Stevenson
Emily Gunyou-Halaas
Amy Blumenshine
Catherine Preus
Mary Preus
Craig Johnson

This week at Our Saviour’s
Sunday, September 26
9:00am
10:30am
12:30pm

Outdoor Worship in the Backyard
Worship in Sanctuary
sign up to be in person or participate via Facebook Livestream
Isaiah Team Meeting

Monday, September 27
Sentinel Deadline

Tuesday, September 28
12:30-2pm
5-6:30pm

Staff Meeting
Finance Committee Meeting
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Wednesday, September 29
10:15-12pm Weekly Bible Study on Zoom
4:30-5:30pm Community Meal to Go
6:30-7:30pm Zoom Wednesday Connections

Friday, October 1
7:00-8:00am Men’s Breakfast at Butter and online

• Announcements will be located in the OSLC Weekly Update email.
• Information about Our Saviour’s can be found on our website
and on our Facebook page.

Ministers

Members of OSLC

Pastor

Martha Schwehn Bardwell
martha@oursavioursmpls.org

612-871-2967 opt 4

Music Director

Mary Preus
marypreus@oursavioursmpls.org

612-871-2967 opt 6

Bookkeeper

Diane Palmer
diane@oursavioursmpls.org

Office Manager

Alexander Farino
alex@oursavioursmpls.org

Front Desk &
Office Volunteers
Our Saviour’s Community
Services Interim Executive
Director

612-871-2967 opt 7

Jeanne Asp; Nancy Nygaard Johnson;
LaRue Unglaube; JoAnne English;
Sheryll Mennicke

612-871-2967

David Fey david@oscs-mn.org

612-871-5900 opt 1
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