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On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and repentance. 

Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the same time, 

the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey 

through Lent to return to God, we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray 

for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our 

baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice in the world. 
 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

Psalm 51 
 

 
 
 

Have mercy, tender God,  

forget that I defied you. 

Wash away my sin, 

cleanse me from my guilt.  
 

I know my evil well, 

it stares me in the face, 

evil done to you alone 

before your very eyes. 
 

REFRAIN 
 

How right your condemnation! 

Your verdict clearly just. 

You see me for what I am,  

a sinner before my birth.  
 

 

You love those centered in truth; 

teach me your hidden wisdom. 

Wash me with fresh water, 

wash me bright as snow.  
 

REFRAIN 
 

Fill me with happy songs, 

let the bones you bruised now dance. 

Shut your eyes to my sin, 

make my guilt disappear.  
 

Creator, reshape my heart,  

God, steady my spirit. 

Do not cast me aside,  

away from your holy spirit.  
 

REFRAIN  



Blessing the Dust 
by Jan Richardson 
 

All those days you felt like dust, like dirt,  

as if all you had to do was turn your face toward the wind  

and be scattered to the four corners  

or swept away by the smallest breath as insubstantial –  

did you not know what the Holy one can do with dust? 
 

This is the day we freely say  

we are scorched. 

This is the hour we are marked  

by what has made it through the burning. 

This is the moment we ask  

for the blessing that lives within the ancient ashes,  

that makes its home inside the soil of this sacred earth. 
 

So let us be marked not for sorrow. 

And let us be marked not for shame. 

Let us be marked not for false humility  

or for thinking we are less than we are  

but for claiming what God can do within the dust,  

within the dirt,  

within the stuff of which the world is made  

and the stars that blaze in our bones  

and the galaxies that spiral inside  

the smudge we bear. 

 

 

Silence 

 

 

Greeting 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, out of your love and mercy  

you breathed into dust the breath of life,  

creating us to serve you and our neighbors.  

Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness,  

and strengthen us to face our mortality with confidence in the mercy of your Son,  

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

  



Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

We move our bodies as we sing. 
 

Source of all mercy: touch the ground (or in that direction…) 

Fountain of grace: make a big fountain with your arms upraised. 

Father’s steadfast love: hands on your heart. 

Mother’s warm embrace: give yourself a big hug! 

 

 
Reading Isaiah 58:1-12 

 

Shout out, do not hold back!  

 Lift up your voice like a trumpet!  

Announce to my people their rebellion,  

 to the house of Jacob their sins.  

Yet day after day they seek me  

 and delight to know my ways,  

as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness  

 and did not forsake the ordinance of their God;  

they ask of me righteous judgments,  

 they delight to draw near to God. 
 

“Why do we fast, but you do not see?  

 Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?”  

Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day,  

 and oppress all your workers.  

Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight  

 and to strike with a wicked fist.  

Such fasting as you do today  

 will not make your voice heard on high.  
 

Is such the fast that I choose,  

 a day to humble oneself?  

Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush,  

 and to lie in sackcloth and ashes?  

Will you call this a fast,  

 a day acceptable to the LORD?  
 



 
 

 

Is not this the fast that I choose:  

 to loose the bonds of injustice,  

 to undo the thongs of the yoke,  

to let the oppressed go free,  

 and to break every yoke?  

Is it not to share your bread with the hungry,  

 and bring the homeless poor into your house;  

when you see the naked, to cover them,  

 and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 

Then your light shall break forth like the dawn,  

 and your healing shall spring up quickly;  

your vindicator shall go before you,  

 the glory of YAHWEH shall be your rear guard.  

Then you shall call, and God will answer;  

 you shall cry for help, and God will say, Here I am.  
 

If you remove the yoke from among you,  

 the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,  

if you offer your food to the hungry  

 and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,  

then your light shall rise in the darkness  

 and your gloom be like the noonday.  
 

YAHWEH will guide you continually,  

 and satisfy your needs in parched places,  

 and make your bones strong;  

and you shall be like a watered garden, 

 like a spring of water,  

 whose waters never fail. 

Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;  

 you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;  

you shall be called the repairer of the breach,  

 the restorer of streets to live in. 

 



 
 

 

Reflection 

 

Hymn of the Day              “When Pain of the World Surrounds Us” #704 

 
 



Invitation to Lent 

 

Confession of Sin 
  
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most holy and merciful God, 

We confess to you and to one another 

that we have sinned in thought, word and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left undone.  
 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength.  

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

We confess to you the pride, envy, hypocrisy, self-centeredness and apathy that have infected our lives. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

We confess to you our complicity in systems of injustice and violence.  

Have mercy on us, O God. 
 

We confess to you our failure to acknowledge and heal from our country’s history of genocide,  

land theft, slavery, and economic oppression.  

Have mercy on us, O God. 

We confess to you our false judgments, our prejudice and bias, our uncharitable thoughts toward  

our neighbors, and our contempt toward those who differ from us. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

We confess to you our failure to be good stewards of your creation and our disregard  

for the generations who come after us. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Restore us, O God, and lead us in the ways of your truth. 

Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 

  

Marked with the Cross of Christ 

 
Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth.  

May this ritual be a sign of our mortality and penitence,  

reminding us that only by the cross of our Savior Jesus Christ  

are we given eternal life; through the same Jesus Christ,  

our Savior and our Sovereign. Amen. 

 
 



 
  

 
 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 

that we may show forth your glory in the world. 

  

By the cross and Passion of your Son, our Savior, 

bring us with all your saints to the joy of Christ’s resurrection. 

   

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins  

through our Savior Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness,  

and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. 

Amen. 

  
 

Lord’s Prayer 

Joining with the people of God throughout the ages, let us pray with confidence. 

 

Our Mother, our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. 

Renew us in the gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor,  

pray for those in need and fast from self-indulgence.  

As we make discoveries in the Wilderness School of life,  

make us willing students of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Sovereign,  

Amen. 

 

 

 
  



 

Sending 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 
Blessing 
 

Return by Jan Richardson 
 

Remember. 

You were built for this,  

the ancient path inscribed upon your bones,  

the persistent pattern echoing in your heartbeat. 
 

Let this be the season  

you turn your face  

toward the One who calls to you: 

Return, return. 
 

Let this be the day  

you open wide your arms  

to the wind that knows  

how to bear you home. 

 

 

Sending Song                            “Create In Me a Clean Heart” #185 

 

 
 

 



                                                                       

 

*Dismissal 
Go in peace to love and serve. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Portions of the liturgy and clip art are taken from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under 

license # 45191.  Setting of Psalm 51 Bernadette Farrell © 1990 Oregon Catholic Press. Remember That You Are Dust by Mark 

Mummert © 2009 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission under onelicense.net # A-704050. Return to God by Ray Makeever. Used 

by permission. Blessings by Jan Richardson. 

 

 

Today’s Worship 
 

Ministers: 

 

You! 

Presiding: Martha Schwehn Bardwell 

Preaching: Laurie Eaton 

Assisting: Julie and Harmon Abrahamson 

Accompanist: Tom Witt 

Cantor: Mary Preus 

 

 



 
 

 
Ministers Members of OSLC  

Pastors Laurie A. Eaton 612-871-2967 opt 3 

 laurieeaton@oursavioursmpls.org  

 Martha Schwehn Bardwell 612-871-2967 opt 4 

 martha@oursavioursmpls.org  

Music Director Mary Preus 612-871-2967 opt 6 
 marypreus@oursavioursmpls.org  

Bookkeeper Diane Palmer  

 diane@oursavioursmpls.org  

Office Manager Alexander Farino 612-871-2967 opt 7 
 alex@oursavioursmpls.org  

Custodian Matthew Bell 

(Please refer custodial issues to Pastor Laurie above.) 

Front Desk &  
Office Volunteers 

Jeanne Asp; Rachel Ackland; Mary 

Bargen; Elaine Degelau, Deacon 

(retired); Nancy Nygaard Johnson;  
LaRue Unglaube 

 
612-871-2967 

Our Saviour’s Community 

Services Interim Executive 

Director 
David Fey david@oscs-mn.org 612-871-5900 opt 1 

 

   

   

   

   

   

   

   

 
  

 


