
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

January 31, 2021 
 

In Deuteronomy God promises to raise up a prophet like Moses, who will speak for God; in Psalm 111 

God shows the people the power of God’s works. For the church these are ways of pointing to the unique 

authority people sensed in Jesus’ actions and words. We encounter that authority in God’s word, around 

which we gather, the word that prevails over any lesser spirit that would claim power over us, freeing us 

to follow Jesus. 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Welcome 

 

Confession and Absolution 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

whose voice is upon the waters, 

whose mercy is poured out upon all people, 

whose goodness cascades over all creation. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Holy God, 

you search us and know us. 

You are acquainted with all our ways. 

We confess that our hearts are burdened by sin— 

our own sins and the broken systems that bind us. 

We turn inward, failing to follow 

your outward way of love. 

We distrust those who are not like us. 

We exploit the earth and its resources 

and fail to consider generations to come. 

Forgive us, gracious God, 

for all we have done and left undone. 

Even before the words are on our tongues, 

you know them; 

receive them in your divine mercy. 

Amen. 
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How vast is God’s grace! 

Through the power and promise of ☩ Christ Jesus, 

our sins are washed away 

and we are claimed as God’s own beloved. 

Indeed, we are forgiven. 

In the wake of God’s forgiveness, 

we are called to be the beloved community 

living out Christ’s justice 

and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 

Amen. 

 

Opening Hymn                       “Uyaimose/Come, All You People” #819 
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Greeting 
 

 

The grace of our Savior Jesus Christ,  

the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day  

 

 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

- Quiet reflection –  

 

First Reading Deuteronomy 18:15-20 
 

A reading from the book of Deuteronomy. 
 

YAHWEH Omnipotent will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own people;  

you shall heed such a prophet.  

This is what you requested of YAHWEH Omnipotent at Horeb  

on the day of the assembly when you said:  

“If I hear the voice of YAHWEH Omnipotent any more,  

or ever again see this great fire, I will die.”  

Then YAHWEH replied to me: “They are right in what they have said.  

I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their own people;  

I will put my words in the mouth of the prophet,  

who shall speak to them everything that I command.  

Anyone who does not heed the words that the prophet shall speak in my name,  

I myself will hold accountable.  

But any prophet who speaks in the name of other gods,  

or who presumes to speak in my name a word that I have not commanded the prophet to speak— 

that prophet shall die.” 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 111                        Sing to the tune: Hymn of Joy 
 

Alleluia! Laud and blessing to our God, whose Word is sure;  

by whose grace we find redemption, in whose love we live secure. 

Righteousness and rich compassion shall attend us all our days;  

may God’s promise to be faithful echo through our songs of praise! 
 

Alleluia! God sustains us, matchless are the gifts we share:  

light in darkness, hope in conflict, answers to our deepest prayer. 

Ours to give as we are given; arms to lift when others fall;  

images of God’s great goodness, faithful servants to God’s call. 
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Alleluia! Holy Parent, all your children now reclaim;  

may our lives reflect your justice, heirs to your most sacred name. 

Fill our hearts with understanding, brace our weakness by your might;  

awesome honor, born in wisdom; your great glory, our delight! 

 

Paraphrase © 2011 Michael Morgan, admin. Faith Alive Christian Resources 

 

Second Reading 1 Corinthians 8:1-13 
 

A reading from First Corinthians.  
 

Now concerning food sacrificed to idols: we know that “all of us possess knowledge.”  

Knowledge puffs up, but love builds up.  

Anyone who claims to know something does not yet have the necessary knowledge;  

but anyone who loves God is known by God. 

Hence, as to the eating of food offered to idols,  

we know that “no idol in the world really exists,” and that “there is no God but one.”  

Indeed, even though there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth— 

as in fact there are many gods and many lords—  

yet for us there is one God, Abba, from whom are all things and for whom we exist,  

and one Savior, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist. 
 

It is not everyone, however, who has this knowledge.  

Since some have become so accustomed to idols until now,  

they still think of the food they eat as food offered to an idol;  

and their conscience, being weak, is defiled.  

“Food will not bring us close to God.”  

We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do.  

But take care that this liberty of yours does not somehow become a stumbling block to the weak.  

For if others see you, who possess knowledge, eating in the temple of an idol,  

might they not, since their conscience is weak, be encouraged  

to the point of eating food sacrificed to idols?  

So by your knowledge those weak believers for whom Christ died are destroyed.  

But when you thus sin against members of your family,  

and wound their conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ.  

Therefore, if food is a cause of their falling, I will never eat meat,  

so that I may not cause one of them to fall. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel Acclamation 

 
 

 

 

 

 
The holy gospel according to Mark, the 1st chapter.  

Glory to you, O God. 

 

Gospel Reading Mark 1:21-28 
 Sparks Story Bible page 254 
 

They went to Capernaum;  

and when the sabbath came, Jesus entered the synagogue and taught.  

They were astounded at his teaching,  

for he taught them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.  

Just then there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit, and he cried out,  

“What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us?  

I know who you are, the Holy One of God.”  

But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come out of him!”  

And the unclean spirit, convulsing him and crying with a loud voice, came out of him.  

They were all amazed, and they kept on asking one another, “What is this?  

A new teaching—with authority! He commands even the unclean spirits, and they obey him.”  

At once his fame began to spread throughout the surrounding region of Galilee. 

 

This is the Good News. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Sermon 
 

Sermon 
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Hymn of the Day                  “Come and Make the People Whole” 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Prayers of the People  (Each petition will conclude with, “Hear us, O God” and the congregation 

responds, “your mercy is great.”) 

 

 

Meal 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

(The people greet each other with some sign of peace:  “Peace be with you.”) 

 

Gathering Our Gifts 

 

Offertory  
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Offering Prayer  
 

Let us pray.  

O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: 

like a mother receives her child, with arms open wide. 

Nourish us anew in your tender care,  

and empower us in faithful service to tend to others with this same love,  

through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving  
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right   …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Sanctus         

 

 

 
 

Eucharistic Proclamation 
 

… we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
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Lord’s Prayer   
 

Joining with the people of God throughout the ages, let us pray with confidence. 
 

Our Mother, our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

Distribution 
 

You are invited to share bread and wine or crackers and juice or whatever you have collected for a 

common meal. As you share and eat, please use these or similar words, “The body of Christ given for 

you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you,” until we feast together as the entire body of Christ. 

 
 

Song during Distribution         “Let Us Break Bread Together” #471 
 

Let us break bread together on our knees… (x 2) 

When I fall on my knees with my face to the rising sun, 

O Lord, have mercy on me. 
 

Blessing 
 

Prayer 
 

Post Communion Canticle       “Thankful Hearts and Voices Raise” #205 
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Sending  

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements 

 

Blessing             
 

 

Sending Song                              “Take My Life That I May Be” #583 

  

Refrain 

 Take my life, that I may be 

 consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

 take my moments and my days; 

 let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

Verse 

 Take my silver and my gold, 

 not a mite would I withhold; 

 take my intellect and use 

 ev’ry pow’r as thou shalt choose.  Refrain 
 

 

 
 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace. Let your light shine! 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Portions of the liturgy and clip art are taken from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2020 Augsburg Fortress.  All other numbered hymns 

in ELW.  Come and Make the People Whole © 2017 Bret Hesla. Used by permission under onelicense.net # A-704050. 

 

Today’s Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ministers: You! 

Presiding: Martha Schwehn Bardwell 

Preaching: Laurie Eaton 

Lector: Joe Wangerin 

Assisting: Sandy Aslaksen and Pam Wurster 

Accompanist: Tom Witt 

Cantors: Hannah Bolt, Levi Comstock, Mary Preus 
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Weekly at Our Saviour’s 
 
 

Sundays 
 10:30am  Online Worship on Zoom   
  See Weekly Update or website for Log-in. 

 
 

Tuesdays 
 12:30-2pm  Staff Meeting on Zoom 

 

 

Wednesdays 
 10:15-12pm  Weekly Bible Study on Zoom 

 7:00pm Contemplative Prayer – February. 3 

 7:00pm Lenten Evening Prayer beginning February 24  

 

  

First Friday of the Month 
 7:00am Men’s Breakfast at Butter Bakery and Café 

  Socially Distanced at Butter weather permitting 

  Always on Zoom- Check in with Dan Swenson-Klatt 

 

 

 

 

Announcements will be located in the  

Our Saviour’s Weekly Update email 

 

 

 

Information about Our Saviour’s can be found on our website 

and on our Facebook page. 

 

  

http://www.oursavioursmpls.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Our.Saviours.Lutheran.Church.Mpls/
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Electronic & Online Giving Options 
With the worship being brought online and the office being closed and staff working remotely, the best 

way to keep up with your pledge is to do so through your Smartphone or online. 

  

Online Giving 

• Use our online authorization form.   

• Please note: if your donation is charged to your credit card, OSLC does not get the entire 

amount; Vanco takes a fee from your donation. For Amex cards the fee is 3.5% +.45 a 

transaction – all other cards are 2.75% +.45 a transaction.  No fee apply if you have your pledge 

taken from a checking account by providing a routing number and account number.   

 
Give Plus App 

• Download the app from free from the App Store or Google Play. 

• When you open GivePlus for the first time, you will be prompted to enter the name of the 

church. As you type, usually a list will appear; select “Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church” from the 

list. After you select a church, it automatically becomes your “home” or “default” church, and 

will be displayed the next time you open the app. 

• Set up an account. Enter your email address (this becomes your user name) and create a 

password. Choose how you prefer to login in: Touch ID/Fingerprint, PIN or password. An email 

will be sent to you to verify your email address. Click on the link sent to you via email. 

• Choose what information to store. Most credit cards are accepted.  You can also use a checking 

or savings account. Use your phone’s camera to scan your information from your credit card or 

enter it manually. 

• Enter the amount you wish to give, indicate which fund you want it to go to, and choose whether 

it is a one-time donation or a recurring one. Enter it and confirm that your contribution is correct. 

That’s it! 

 

Texting a Donation  

• Send a text to 612-503-5971 

• Enter the amount you would like to contribute. Make sure to include the dollar sign before the 

amount. Example: $25. 

• You’ll receive a text with a link to register. 

• Click on the link and enter your cardholder name and credit or debit card information. 

• Once your registration is complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt via email. 

• The next time, you won't need to enter card info. Just text the amount you wish to give. To add a 

card, or change your information, simply text “edit” to the number. 

 

 

QR code 

• Use your phone camera and point it to the QR below.   Click on the bubble that 

comes up to be sent to the contribution page.  Follow the instructions to make 

your contribution. 

 

  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRjlaa8kk38nFSc7qZC8ojClEOVZpPcIw91FrYieK2rA42EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouTyyhoH9Df30MV4L8GZAqwI=&ver=3
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Ministers Members of OSLC  

Pastors Laurie A. Eaton 612-871-2967 opt 3 
 laurieeaton@oursavioursmpls.org  

 Martha Schwehn Bardwell 612-871-2967 opt 4 

 martha@oursavioursmpls.org  

Music Director Mary Preus 612-871-2967 opt 6 

 marypreus@oursavioursmpls.org  

Bookkeeper Diane Palmer  

 diane@oursavioursmpls.org  

Office Manager Alexander Farino 612-871-2967 opt 7 
 alex@oursavioursmpls.org  

Custodian Matthew Bell 

(Please refer custodial issues to Pastor Laurie above.) 

Front Desk &  
Office Volunteers 

Jeanne Asp; Rachel Ackland; Mary 

Bargen; Elaine Degelau, Deacon 

(retired); Nancy Nygaard Johnson;  
LaRue Unglaube 

 
612-871-2967 

Our Saviour’s Community 

Services Interim Executive 

Director 
David Fey david@oscs-mn.org 612-871-5900 opt 1 

 


