
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 

Second Sunday of Christmas 

A Service of Lessons and Carols 

January 3, 2021 
 

Within the gospel reading’s profound words lies the simple message that God is revealed in a human 

person. Though we may try to understand how the Word existed with God from the beginning of time, the 

wonder we celebrate at Christmas is that the Word continues to dwell among us. Christ comes among us 

in the gathered assembly, the scriptures, the waters of new birth, and the bread and the wine. Through 

these ordinary gifts we receive the fullness of God’s grace and truth. 

 

 

Gathering 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Opening Carol                           “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

 
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant! 

O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 

Come and behold the ruler of all angels; 

O come in adoration, O come in adoration, 

O come in adoration, Christ is love!  

 

Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exultation, 

Sing, all you messengers of heavenly love; 

“Glory to God, all glory in the highest” 

O come in adoration, O come in adoration, 

O come in adoration, Christ is love! 
 

Amen, Love, we greet you born this happy morning; 

Jesus to you-- shall all glory be giv’n; 

Word of our God—now in flesh appearing: 

O come in adoration, O come in adoration, 

O come in adoration, Christ is love! 
 

 

 

Welcome 
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Greeting 
 

 

The grace and truth of the Word made flesh,  

the cosmic love of the Creator,  

and the healing power of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

 

 

 

 

Word 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

- Quiet reflection –  

 

Carol                                  “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” – verse 1 #295 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Lesson Jeremiah 31:7-9 

A reading from Jeremiah. 
 

 Thus says YAHWEH : 

 Sing aloud with gladness for Jacob, 

  and raise shouts for the chief of the nations; 

 proclaim, give praise, and say, 

  “Save, O YAHWEH, your people, 

  the remnant of Israel.” 
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  See, I am going to bring them from the land of the north, 

  and gather them from the farthest parts of the earth, 

 among them the blind and the lame, 

  those with child and those in labor, together; 

  a great company, they shall return here. 

  With weeping they shall come, 

  and with consolations I will lead them back, 

 I will let them walk by brooks of water, 

  in a straight path in which they shall not stumble; 

 for I have become a parent to Israel, 

  and Ephraim is my firstborn. 

 

Carol                                     “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” – verse 3 #295 
 

      This is he whom seers in old time 

chanted of with one accord,  

whom the voices of the prophets 

promised in their faithful word; 

now he shines, the long-expect---ed; 

let creation praise its Lord 

evermore and evermore.

 

 

Lesson Jeremiah 31:10-14 
 

Hear the word of YAHWEH, O nations, 

  and declare it in the coastlands far away; 

 say, “The one who scattered Israel will gather them, 

  and will keep them as a shepherd a flock.” 

   For YAHWEH has ransomed Jacob, 

  and has redeemed him from hands too strong for him. 

   They shall come and sing aloud on the height of Zion, 

  and they shall be radiant over the goodness of YAHWEH, 

 over the grain, the wine, and the oil, 

  and over the young of the flock and the herd; 

 their life shall become like a watered garden, 

  and they shall never languish again. 

   Then shall the young women rejoice in the dance, 

  and the young men and the old shall be merry. 

 I will turn their mourning into joy, 

  I will comfort them, and give them gladness for sorrow. 

     will give the priests their fill of fatness, 

  and my people shall be satisfied with my bounty, 

 says YAHWEH. 
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Carol                                   “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” – verse 4 #295 
 

      Let the heights of heav'n adore him; 

angel hosts, his praises sing; 

pow'rs, dominions, bow before him 

and extol our God and King; 

let no tongue on earth be sil---ent, 

ev'ry voice in con-cert ring 

evermore and evermore. 

 
 

 
 

Psalm 147                         All – Refrain to the tune: Hark, the Herald Angels Sing 
 

Hark, Jerusalem, give praise 

Songs of thankfulness we raise. (Repeat) 

 

 

Lesson                                        Love is What God is  -Julian of Norwich 
 

Would you know God’s meaning in this thing? 

Learn it well: 

Love is God’s meaning. 

Who showed this to you? 

Love. 

What did God show you? 

Love. 

Why did God show it to you? 

For love… 

And I saw surely that before God made us 

God loved us, 

and this love has never slackened and never will. 

And in this love, 

God has done everything. 

And in this love God has made all things profitable for us. 

And in this love 

our life is everlasting. 
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Carol                            “Jesus, Jesus, Oh, What a Wonderful Child” #297 
 

 
 

Lesson    John 1:1-5  
A reading from John’s gospel. 
 

In the beginning was the Word,  

and the Word was with God,  

and the Word was God.  

The Word was in the beginning with God.  
 

All things came into being through the Word,  

and without the Word not one thing came into being.  

What has come into being in the Word was life,  

and the life was the light of all people.  

The light shines in the darkness,  

and the darkness did not overcome it. 

 

Carol                                                       Betlehem Stjärna Sweden 
 

Translation: 

Shine over lake and beach, star in the distance 

You in the East have been lit by the Lord 

The star from Bethlehem leads not away, but home 

Children and shepherds follow you gladly 

Shining star, shining star 
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Lesson John 1:6-13 
 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John.  

He came as a witness to testify to the light,  

so that all might believe through him.  

He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light.  

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
 

Christ was in the world, and the world came into being through Christ;  

yet the world did not know the Christ.  

Christ came to what was the chosen people, and these people did not accept Christ.  

But to all who received Christ, who believed in Christ’s name,  

was given power to become children of God,  

who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of humankind,  

but of God. 

  

Carol                                      “Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence” Instrumental 

 

 

Lesson John 1:14-18 
 

And the Word became flesh and lived among us,  

and we have seen this glory, the glory as of a parent’s only child, full of grace and truth.  

(John testified to the Word and cried out, “This was the one of whom I said,  

‘The one who comes after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ ”)  

From God’s fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.  

The law indeed was given through Moses;  

grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.  

No one has ever seen God.  

It is Jesus Christ, the only Begotten, who is close to Abba God’s heart,  

who has made God known. 

 

 

Carol                                  “Come, Living Christ and Be Our Word” 
 

 

Sung to the tune for: It Came Upon a Midnight Clear 

 

1. Come, living Christ, and be our word, 

the story that we sing, 

that ev’rywhere our voice is heard, 

your Spirit’s song will ring. 

As voices join the joyful sound, 

each with a part to raise, 

we move as one, together bound: 

Christ’s body, born in praise. 

 

2. Come, living church, be born again, 

as body, word and sign. 

Bring healing to a world of pain, 

restoring God’s design. 

Reflect what earth is meant to be: 

creation reconciled; 

and live your new identity 

as God’s beloved child.  
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Prayers of the People 
 

 

Carol                                            “Carol at the Manger”  

                                      (Sing to: Joyous Light from Holden Evening Prayer) 
 

Holy Child within the manger, long ago yet ever near;  

come as friend to ev’ry stranger, come as hope for ev’ry fear.  

As you lived to heal the broken, greet the outcast, free the bound,  

as you taught us love unspoken, teach us now where you are found. 

 
 

(Each petition will conclude with, “Hear us, O God” and the congregation responds, “your mercy is 

great.”) 

 

 

Carol                                             “Carol at the Manger” 
 

Holy Child within the manger, lead us ever in your way,  

so we see in ev’ry stranger how you come to us today. 

In our lives and in our living give us strength to live as you,  

that our hearts might be forgiving and our spirits strong and true. 

 

 

Meal 
 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Peace 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

(The people greet each other with some sign of peace:  “Peace be with you.”) 

 

Gathering Our Gifts 

 

Offertory                                          “The First Noel”   
 

The first Noel the angel did say  

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  

in fields where they lay keeping their sheep  

on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!  

Born is the Promise of Israel. 
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As we bring gifts, like ancient kings,  

our acts of peace are offerings. 

So, as we honor Jesus’ birth,  

we pledge to care for all the earth. 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel!  

Born is the Promise of Israel. 

 

Offering Prayer 
 

Let us pray. Gracious God,  

you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the earth. 

Nourish us at your banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth  

we may proclaim your peace, revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior.  

Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving  
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right   …we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

 

Sanctus      

 
 

Eucharistic Proclamation 
 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
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Lord’s Prayer  
 

Joining with the people of God throughout the ages, let us pray with confidence. 
 

Our Mother, our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 

Distribution 
 

You are invited to share bread and wine or crackers and juice or whatever you have collected for a 

common meal. As you share and eat, please use these or similar words, “The body of Christ given for 

you,” and “The blood of Christ shed for you,” until we feast together as the entire body of Christ. 

 

 

Carol during Distribution                     “Sussex Carol” Instrumental

 

Blessing 

 

Prayer 

 

Post Communion Carol                        “Love Has Come” #292 
 

Sung to the tune: Un Flambeau (Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella) 
 

 

1. Love has come—a light in the darkness! 

Love shines forth in the Bethlehem skies. 

See, all heaven has come to proclaim it; 

hear how their song of joy arises:  

Love! Love! Born unto you, a Savior!  

Love! Love! Glory to God on high. 

 

3. Love has come and never will leave us! 

Love is life everlasting and free. 

Love is Jesus within and among us. 

Love is the peace our hearts are seeking. 

Love! Love! Love is the gift of Christmas. 

Love! Love! Praise to you God on high!
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Sending  

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements 

 

Lesson                        The Work of Christmas Howard Thurman 
 

When the song of the angels is stilled,  

When the star in the sky is gone,  

When the kings and princes are home,  

When the shepherds are back with their flock,  

The work of Christmas begins:  

To find the lost,  

To heal the broken,  

To feed the hungry,  

To release the prisoner,  

To rebuild the nations,  

To bring peace among others,  

To make music in the heart. 
 

 

Sending Carol                            “Go, Tell It On the Mountain” #290 

 

Dismissal 
 

Go in peace, Love is born. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

 
Portions of the liturgy and clip art are taken from Sundays and Seasons.com © 2019 Augsburg Fortress.  All other numbered hymns 

in ELW.  Used by permission under onelicense.net # A-704050. 

 

Today’s Worship 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ministers: You! 

Presiding: Laurie Eaton and Martha Schwehn Bardwell 

Preaching: Angels and Shepherds and You and the Word 

Lectors: Linnea Peterson, Mike Troutman, Claire Lind, 

Amy Blumenshine, Nathan Lind, Madeline Lind 

Assisting: Lind family 

Accompanist: Tom Witt 

Cantors: Kathleen Olsen, Linnea Peterson, Kim Smith, 

David Scheie, Mary Preus 

Special Music: Catherine Preus, Mary C. Preus, Jonathon Preus 
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Weekly at Our Saviour’s 
 
 

Sundays 
 10:30  Online Worship on Zoom   
  See Weekly Update or website for Log-in. 

 
 

Tuesdays 
 12:30-2  Staff Meeting on Zoom 

 

 

Wednesdays 
 10:30-12  Weekly Bible Study on Zoom 

  Jan. 6 – Epiphany house blessing at 6:30pm 

  Contemplative Prayer at 7pm via Zoom 

 

  

First Friday of the Month 
 7:00 Men’s Breakfast at Butter Bakery and Café 

  Socially Distanced at Butter weather permitting 

  Always on Zoom- Check in with Dan Swenson-Klatt 

 

 

 

 

Announcements will be located in the  

Our Saviour’s Weekly Update email 

 

Information about Our Saviour’s can be found on our website 

and on our Facebook page. 
 

 

 

  

http://www.oursavioursmpls.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Our.Saviours.Lutheran.Church.Mpls/
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Electronic & Online Giving Options 
With the worship being brought online and the office being closed and staff working remotely, the best 

way to keep up with your pledge is to do so through your Smartphone or online. 

  

Online Giving 

• Use our online authorization form.   

• Please note: if your donation is charged to your credit card, OSLC does not get the entire 

amount; Vanco takes a fee from your donation. For Amex cards the fee is 3.5% +.45 a 

transaction – all other cards are 2.75% +.45 a transaction.  No fee apply if you have your pledge 

taken from a checking account by providing a routing number and account number.   

 
Give Plus App 

• Download the app from free from the App Store or Google Play. 

• When you open GivePlus for the first time, you will be prompted to enter the name of the 

church. As you type, usually a list will appear; select “Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church” from the 

list. After you select a church, it automatically becomes your “home” or “default” church, and 

will be displayed the next time you open the app. 

• Set up an account. Enter your email address (this becomes your user name) and create a 

password. Choose how you prefer to login in: Touch ID/Fingerprint, PIN or password. An email 

will be sent to you to verify your email address. Click on the link sent to you via email. 

• Choose what information to store. Most credit cards are accepted.  You can also use a checking 

or savings account. Use your phone’s camera to scan your information from your credit card or 

enter it manually. 

• Enter the amount you wish to give, indicate which fund you want it to go to, and choose whether 

it is a one-time donation or a recurring one. Enter it and confirm that your contribution is correct. 

That’s it! 

 

Texting a Donation  

• Send a text to 612-503-5971 

• Enter the amount you would like to contribute. Make sure to include the dollar sign before the 

amount. Example: $25. 

• You’ll receive a text with a link to register. 

• Click on the link and enter your cardholder name and credit or debit card information. 

• Once your registration is complete, you will receive a text verification and a receipt via email. 

• The next time, you won't need to enter card info. Just text the amount you wish to give. To add a 

card, or change your information, simply text “edit” to the number. 

 

 

QR code 

• Use your phone camera and point it to the QR below.   Click on the bubble that 

comes up to be sent to the contribution page.  Follow the instructions to make 

your contribution. 

 

  

https://www.eservicepayments.com/cgi-bin/Vanco_ver3.vps?appver3=Fi1giPL8kwX_Oe1AO50jRjlaa8kk38nFSc7qZC8ojClEOVZpPcIw91FrYieK2rA42EvVVAEjqawDomKT1pbouTyyhoH9Df30MV4L8GZAqwI=&ver=3
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Ministers Members of OSLC  

Pastors Laurie A. Eaton 612-871-2967 opt 3 
 laurieeaton@oursavioursmpls.org  

 Martha Schwehn Bardwell 612-871-2967 opt 4 

 martha@oursavioursmpls.org  

Music Director Mary Preus 612-871-2967 opt 6 

 marypreus@oursavioursmpls.org  

Bookkeeper Diane Palmer  

 diane@oursavioursmpls.org  

Office Manager Alexander Farino 612-871-2967 opt 7 
 alex@oursavioursmpls.org  

Custodian Matthew Bell 

(Please refer custodial issues to Pastor Laurie above.) 

Front Desk &  
Office Volunteers 

Jeanne Asp; Rachel Ackland; Mary 

Bargen; Elaine Degelau, Deacon 

(retired); Nancy Nygaard Johnson;  
LaRue Unglaube 

 
612-871-2967 

Our Saviour’s Community 

Services Interim Executive 

Director 
David Fey david@oscs-mn.org 612-871-5900 opt 1 

 


