
 Sunday, March 31, 2019 
 

Word 
Silence for reflection  

 
First Reading Joshua 5:9-12 
 

God said to Joshua,  
“Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.”  
And so that place is called Gilgal to this day.  
 
While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal  
they kept the passover in the evening on the fourteenth day of the month  
in the plains of Jericho.  
On the day after the passover, on that very day,  
they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain.  
The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land,  
and the Israelites no longer had manna;  
they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.  

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Psalm 32   Refrain – All; Verses – Cantor 
 

 
  



  
Second Reading 2 Corinthians 5:16-21 
 
From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view;  
even though we once knew Christ from a human point of view,  
we know him no longer in that way.  
So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation:  
everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!  
All this is from God, who reconciled us through Christ to God,  
and has given us the ministry of reconciliation;  
that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to God’s own self,  
not counting their trespasses against them,  
and entrusting the message of reconciliation to us.  
So we are ambassadors for Christ,  
since God is appealing through us;  
we entreat you on behalf of Christ,  
be reconciled to God.  
For our sake God made Christ to be sin who knew no sin,  
so that in Christ we might become the righteousness of God. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Gospel Acclamation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The holy gospel according to Luke, the 15th chapter. 
Glory to you, O God. 
 
 
Gospel Reading   Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32 

Spark Children Bibles Pages 378-383 
 
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to Jesus.  
And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying,  
“This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”  
 
So Jesus told them this parable: 
  



  
“There was a man who had two sons.  
The younger of them said to his father,  
‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to me.’  
So the father divided his property between them.  
A few days later the younger son gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country,  
and there he squandered his property in dissolute living.  
When he had spent everything,  
a severe famine took place throughout that country, and he began to be in need.  
So he went and hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country,  
who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs.  
He would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating;  
and no one gave him anything.  
But when he came to himself he said,  
‘How many of my father’s hired hands have bread enough and to spare,  
but here I am dying of hunger!  
I will get up and go to my father, and I will say to him,  
“Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you;  
I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your hired hands.”’  
So he set off and went to his father.  
But while he was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion;  
he ran and put his arms around him and kissed him.  
Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you;  
I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’  
But the father said to his slaves,  
‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him;  
put a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet.  
And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate;  
for this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’  
And they began to celebrate.  
 
“Now his elder son was in the field;  
and when he came and approached the house, he heard music and dancing.  
He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on.  
The slave replied, ‘Your brother has come,  
and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe and sound.’  
Then the elder brother became angry and refused to go in.  
His father came out and began to plead with him.  
But he answered his father, ‘Listen!  
For all these years I have been working like a slave for you,  
and I have never disobeyed your command;  
yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might celebrate with my friends.  
But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured your property with prostitutes,  
you killed the fatted calf for him!’  
Then the father said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.  
But we had to celebrate and rejoice,  
because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life;  
he was lost and has been found.’” 
 
This is the good news. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



  

 Today’s Worship 
Ministers: The Members of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
Presiding: Pastor Laurie Eaton 
Preaching: Pastor Martha Schwehn Bardwell 
Assisting: Claire Lind 
Reading: Magdalena Wells 
Accompanist: Tom Witt 
Cantor: Mary Preus 
Altar Guild: Jaimie Bennett and Jane Dunlop 
Hospitality March: Nancy Nygaard Johnson and Margaret Kinney 

  

 

Announcements 
Please feel free to take this insert and all the important 

announcements home with you today but leave the Lenten Worship 
Folder to be used again next week. 

Palm Sunday Gospel Reading- On Palm Sunday, April 14, our worship will focus on Jesus' 
Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem as we begin our Holy Week observance of the heart of our faith. 
After we shout our hosannas, we will ponder what it means to be marked with the cross of Christ 
as we make the turn inviting us into the Great Three Days. We will not read the Passion in 
worship until Good Friday. Plan to attend the Adult Forum at 9:00am on the 14th, where we will 
read and discuss the Passion of Christ according to Luke's Gospel. 

150th Anniversary Update – For the 150th Anniversary, our focus in April is Music.  Music is 
an important part of our life here at Our Saviour’s and we are proud to celebrate 150 years of 
inspirational music making. Check out the display in the Narthex at church during the month and 
take a look at the picture collage on the wall with pictures of choirs over the years. Listen in 
worship for choir favorites from the past and also for new choir material, as we continue the rich 
singing tradition of Our Saviour's.   For more information on the Anniversary, with monthly 
articles around the themes, look at the 150th Anniversary page on the church’s website.  

Communion Bread Baking- Calling all bakers!   Join us on Saturday, April 6 from 9-12 for a 
morning of baking as we prepare Communion Bread for the month.  If you love the smell of 
fresh baked bread and the camaraderie of friends, this morning is for you. 

Altar Guild Meeting and Potluck- To all who are participating in the Altar Guild including 
those who are training or want to train, please plan on attending the Annual Spring Lent meeting/ 
fellowship and potluck in the hospitality room on Sunday, April 7 directly following worship. 

 
 



  
OSLC Lent Discipline: Considering Creation- This Lent, as we embrace this season as “a 
Springtime of the Soul,” spring will indeed be waking up around us as the snows melt and the 
rains come.  Our invitation to you is this: in the spirit of Jesus’ words in the Sermon on the 
Mount, embrace the discipline of “Considering Creation.” Here is a guide in shaping this practice 
for yourself: 
1. Choose a part of creation to tend to. A favorite tree or bush in your yard, birds or squirrels, a 

lake by your house. Something you see in the daily course of life. 
2. Every day, spend quiet time considering it. Notice its beauty. Look at it up close and from far 

away. Spend time being present and in relationship to it. 
3. Look for changes over the many weeks. What do you notice? You may wish to keep a 

journal of words or drawings as you track changes in what you see and hear. 
4. Wonder: How is God providing for this thing’s life? How is God providing for you in your 

life? 
5. Place your trust in the God of all creation today. You may do this through silence and quiet, 

or you may want to read over Matthew 6:24-33. 

Sponsor an ELW for a newcomer in Living Questions- This year, we have 15 newcomer 
adults participating in Living Questions (12 family units). Some of them are seeking membership 
at OSLC, and others are not, but all are using this time to engage in communal conversations 
about the Christian faith and life. Wherever our newcomers are in their journeys of faith, we are 
grateful they are part of our journey at OSLC, and we wish to bless them with a gift of an ELW 
pew edition hymnal that we use every week for worship.  We will present ELWs to newcomers 
on Sunday, April 7 during worship. If you would like to purchase an ELW for a newcomer, 
please sign your name on the sign-up sheet in the narthex, and make out a check to OSLC for 
$22.50 with “ELW” in the memo line. You may place the check in the offering plate, or place in 
Pastor Martha’s mailbox in the office. Thanks for being part of welcoming these newcomers into 
the life of OSLC! 

Blessing Bibles for 3rd-5th graders at OSLC - Mark your favorite verses- On Sunday, April 
28, we will present bibles during worship to 3rd-5th graders: Jonathan Dierking, Michael Robles, 
Clara Owens, Ellis Wangerin, and Connor Owens.  Before then, during this season of Lent, we 
invite you, congregation members, to mark your favorite bible verses in the margins of their 
bibles, and to sign your name next to them. In this way they will have visual reminders that the 
body of Christ reads with them, and the communion of saints surrounds them in their encounter 
with the words of Scripture. It will also help them to find special words of strength and 
importance amid the many writings in the bible. You may find the bibles to mark in the narthex 
before, during and after worship on Sundays and also on Wednesday nights during Lent. 

Jim Crow of the North - Viewing hosted by Aneesa Parks on Thursday, April 4- The TPT 
documentary called "Jim Crow of the North" explores the origins of housing segregation in 
Minneapolis; continuing the conversations that began in our adult forums earlier this winter. Join 
Pastor Laurie and me for a viewing party and discussion in my home. I live at 1500 Queen Ave 
N., Minneapolis. You will drive by some of the sites in the video! I'll make space for the first 
eight people who are interested and available on Thursday, April 4 from 6:30-8:15. RSPV 
to AneesaMParks@gmail.com or text 651.717.8797. Snacks, sweets, wine and drinks will be 
provided. Sound interesting? Not available? Consider hosting your own watch party! 



  
March Mission of the Month: FoodShare/Community Emergency Service (CES). TODAY 
is your last chance to make a financial contribution to the FoodShare campaign – Taking Action 
Against Hunger in MN! Please make your check out to OSLC and note CES on the check or 
envelope. Food shelves can stretch cash further than food donations. Thank you for your 
generous support. You are making a difference in the fight against hunger in Minnesota!Thank 
you for supporting CES.   

Last Call! Volunteers needed at CES on Saturday, April 6 from 9 – 11. Pack groceries for future 
delivery. All ages welcome. Contact Maryellen to sign up. (skan@umn.edu or 612-623-7805) 

April Mission of the Month: Cherish All Children- Our partnership with Cherish All Children 
supports the long-term work of promoting healthy and safe development of children and youth, 
free from sexual exploitation, valuing each one as a child of God. Thank you for your generous 
gifts to protect children from sexual exploitation and trafficking! Please make your check out to 
OSLC and indicate “Cherish All Children” on the envelope and in the memo line of your check.  

ISAIAH Team Meeting Today! Put your faith in action through ISAIAH!  Come to the Our 
Saviour's ISAIAH team meeting after worship today, March 31, in the conference room.  Our 
agenda will include planning for our Senate District 62 in-district meeting on April 27, 11-1230, 
that we are co-sponsoring with Abubakar al-Saddique Islamic Center and the Spirit of St. 
Stephen's congregation.  That event will take place at Abubakar, 2824 13th Ave. S.  Both Sen. 
Jeff Hayden and Rep. Hassan Hodan have confirmed they plan to attend. (See next article) We'll 
also review other public witness opportunities, along with our usual faith formation and 
relationship-building practices.  Join us! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

ISAIAH In-District Meeting- On Saturday, April 27, Our Saviour’s will partner with the 
Abubakar As-Saddique Islamic Center and Spirit of St. Stephen’s Catholic Community to host a 
conversation with Representative Hodan Hassan and Senator Jeffrey Hayden. Hassan and 
Hayden represent legislative district 62, which includes the three congregations. They will 
address a range of issues that are being debated at the Legislature this session, including 
extending availability of quality child care, issuing drivers licenses to undocumented 
Minnesotans, committing to 100 percent renewable fuels for electricity production, and 
implementing strategies to end resentment against Muslims in the community. The forum is one 
of more than 50 conversations organized this spring by ISAIAH. It will run from 11 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. at Abubakar, which is located at 2824 13th Ave. S. 
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April 7 – Strategic Planning Forum – Building off of our work from previous strategic 
planning forums and the March potluck, we will gather ideas for actions we could take as a 
congregation over the next 5 years. This brainstorming time will be grounded in our mission 
statement, our core values that surfaced through storytelling this winter, and the SWOT analysis 
we did at the March potluck. Join the conversation and add your voice as we share our dreams 
and visions for the next 5 years. 

 

Easter Plants Announcement- Please consider making a donation toward the purchase of 
flowers to decorate our sanctuary for Easter Sunday. The Worship Table will use your donations 
to purchase a variety of plants, creating a beautiful and colorful display. The cost of plants ranges 
from $6.00 to $21.00. You may make a contribution in any amount. The flowers will remain to 
decorate the space through the Easter season for as long as they last – with the exception of a few 
that will be delivered to some of our home-bound members after the Easter service.  Fill out a 
form and hand it in with your contribution to an usher.  

 

Spring Clean Up Day- Join us on Saturday, April 13 from 9-12 as we spruce up the church and 
the grounds for Easter.  We will work outside and inside to prepare for Palm Sunday and Holy 
Week.  The more the merrier and with more hands, we can get more done and still get out earlier 
to enjoy the spring day! 
  
Luther College Jazz Orchestra - Come hear the Luther College Jazz Orchestra on Sunday, 
April 14 at 3:30 p.m. at Pilgrim Lutheran Church (1935 St. Clair Ave, St. Paul). Under the 
direction of Juan Tony Guzman, 20 talented Luther students will present a fantastic afternoon of 
music. The concert is open to the public; a freewill offering will be taken.] 



  

This Week at Our Saviour’s 

 
Sunday, March 31 9 – 10am Education for All Ages- Godly Play 
 10 – 10:30am Hospitality (HC) 
 10:30am  Worship (S) 
 11:30 – 1pm Worship Table Meeting (CR)  
 11:30 – 1pm ISAIAH Meeting (HC)  
 5 – 7pm Living Questions (HC/ K) 
   
Monday, April 1 7 – 8:30pm Our Saviour’s Housing Resident Event (HC) 
   
Tuesday, April 2 12 – 3pm Finance Committee Meeting (CR)  
   
Wednesday, April 3 10:15 – 12pm Bible Study (CR) 
 12 – 4:30pm Neighborhood Quilting (HC) 
 5:30 – 7:30pm Wednesday Connection (HC/ S) 
 5:30 Lenten Soup Supper 
 6:30 Evening Prayer & Spiritual Practices 
 7:30 - 8:30pm Choir Practice 
   
Thursday, April 4 7:30 – 9:30am Women's Breakfast at The Birchwood Cafe 
   
Friday, April 5 OFFICE CLOSED 
 7 – 8am Men’s Breakfast at Butter Bakery Cafe 
   
Saturday, April 6 9 – 12pm Communion Bread Baking (K) 
   
Sunday, April 7 9 – 10am Education for All Ages 
 10 – 10:30am Hospitality (HC) 
 10:30am  Worship (S) 
 11:30 – 1pm Altar Guild Meeting and Potluck (HC)  
 5 – 7pm Living Questions (HC/ K) 
   

 

Electronic & Online Giving Options 
TEXT: 612-503-5971 QR Code APP: GivePlus 

 


