
 Sunday, March 17, 2019 
 

Word 
Silence for reflection  

First Reading  Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 
 

After these things the word of YAHWEH came to Abram in a vision,  
"Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great." 
 
But Abram said, "O Lord God, what will you give me,  
for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?"  
And Abram said, "You have given me no offspring,  
and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir."  
But the word of YAHWEH came to him,  
"This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir."  
God brought him outside and said, "Look toward heaven and count the stars,  
if you are able to count them."  
Then God said to him, "So shall your descendants be."  
And Abram believed YAHWEH; and YAHWEH reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
 
Then God said to him, "I am YAHWEH who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans,  
to give you this land to possess."  
But Abram said, "O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?"  
God said to him, "Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old,  
a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon."  
Abram brought God all these and cut them in two, laying each half over against the other; but 
he did not cut the birds in two.  
And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away. 
 
As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram,  
and a deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him.  
 
When the sun had gone down and it was dark,  
a smoking fire pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces.  
On that day YAHWEH made a covenant with Abram, saying,  
"To your descendants I give this land,  
from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river Euphrates. 

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
  

  



  
Psalm 27                             Refrain - All; Verses - Cantor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Second Reading  Philippians 3:17-4:1 
 
 

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me,  
and observe those who live according to the example you have in us.  
For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ;  
I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears.  
Their end is destruction; their god is the belly; and their glory is in their shame;  
their minds are set on earthly things.  
But our citizenship is in heaven,  
and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.  
He will transform the body of our humiliation  
that it may be conformed to the body of his glory,  
by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself.  
 
Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and crown,  
stand firm in the Savior in this way, my beloved.  

 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  
Gospel Acclamation 

 
 
 
The holy gospel according to Luke, the 13th chapter. 
Glory to you, O God. 
 
 
 
 
Gospel Reading   Luke 13:31-35 
 

Some Pharisees came and said to Jesus,  
"Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you."  
Jesus said to them, "Go and tell that fox for me,  
"Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow,  
and on the third day I finish my work.  
Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way,  
because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.'  
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How 
often have I desired to gather your children together  
as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing!  
See, your house is left to you.  
And I tell you, you will not see me until the time comes when you say,  
"Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.' "  

 
This is the Good News. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
  



  
 Today’s Worship 

Ministers: The Members of Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church 
Presiding: Pastor Laurie Eaton 
Preaching: Pastor Martha Schwehn Bardwell  
Assisting: Dorea Ruggles 
Reading: Sam Bardwell 
Accompanist: Catherine Preus 
Cantor: Kathleen Olsen 
Altar Guild: Susan Erickson and Susan Davis- Stuckey 
Hospitality March: Nancy Nygaard Johnson and Margaret Kinney 

  

 

Announcements 
Mission of the Month: FoodShare/Community Emergency Service (CES) – Taking Action 
Against Hunger in MN!  In this land of plenty, hunger is real. You can help by donating non-
perishable foods or making a financial contribution. March 31 is the last day for donations to the 
FoodShare campaign. Thanks for your support. 

• Sunday School Weekly Food Drive:   For Sunday March 24th, the kids’ food choices are 
macaroni & cheese and canned fruit.  In addition, all items on the needs list (available in 
the Narthex) are welcome. Food donations will be collected during the service and placed 
in the basket near our Communion Table. 

• Note CES on your check or envelope (CES can stretch each $1 into 2-3 meals).  

 
Minnesota Food Share March Campaign- This March, we join food shelves, faith 
communities, businesses, and organizations across Minnesota in acting to end hunger and food 
insecurity. Please bring nonperishable items for our local food shelf and/or monetary donations 
throughout March. Together, we can ensure #FoodForAllMN. Taking Action Against Hunger in 
Minnesota.  

• Over 3,000,000 visits are made to Minnesota food shelves each year.  
• 1 in 8 children in Minnesota struggle with hunger.  
• More than 500,000 Minnesotans experience food insecurity.  
• Local food shelves can often stretch your $1 into enough food for 2 or more meals.  
• The 2018 March Campaign raised more than 5.5 million pounds of food and $8.1 million 

for Minnesota food shelves.  
• 100% of financial contributions to Minnesota FoodShare via the March Campaign go to 

participating food shelves.  



  
The Sheridan Story - OSLC has chosen to support The Sheridan Story as part of its Outreach. 
This program provides weekend food for kids who are food insecure. We have been paired with 
Hope Academy across the street and have been providing food in lockers for around 25-30 
children at the school. We have a second payment due in a couple weeks that is just over $3K 
and need to solicit donations and fundraise to meet this goal. Please consider contributing and 
volunteering to help us so we can continue this outreach. If you have questions or want to 
volunteer please see Laura Kehrberg. 

 

OSLC Lent Discipline: Considering Creation-  This Lent, as we embrace this season as “a 
Springtime of the Soul,” spring will indeed be waking up around us as the snows melt and the 
rains come.  Our invitation to you is this: in the spirit of Jesus’ words in the Sermon on the 
Mount, embrace the discipline of “Considering Creation.” Here is a guide in shaping this practice 
for yourself: 

1. Choose a part of creation to tend to. A favorite tree or bush in your yard, birds or squirrels, a 
lake by your house. Something you see in the daily course of life. 

2. Every day, spend quiet time considering it. Notice its beauty. Look at it up close and from far 
away. Spend time being present and in relationship to it. 

3. Look for changes over the many weeks. What do you notice? You may wish to keep a 
journal of words or drawings as you track changes in what you see and hear. 

4. Wonder: How is God providing for this thing’s life? How is God providing for you in your 
life? 

5. Place your trust in the God of all creation today. You may do this through silence and quiet, 
or you may want to read over Matthew 6:24-33. 

 

Easter Vigil Liturgical Dance Opportunity   Join an Easter Vigil liturgical dance of the 
Wisdom text from Baruch 3:9-15, 3:32-4:4. Rev. Emily Meyer will lead dancers in 
choreographing a celebration of the light and peace of Wisdom. Dancers of all body-types, 
abilities, gender identities and ages will enable us to express the fullness and breadth of 
Wisdom's beauty! Interested? Please meet Emily after worship March 3 or email her 
at eplmeyer@gmail.com. No more than 3 rehearsals are anticipated and will be planned to 
accommodate participant's schedules. 
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ISAIAH State Rep Forum- On Saturday, April 27 Our Saviour’s will partner with the 
Abubakar As-Sadique Islamic Center and Spirit of St. Stephen’s Catholic Community to host a 
conversation with Rep. Hodan Hassan. Hassan represents District 62A, which includes the three 
congregation. She’ll address a range of issues that are being debated at the Legislature this 
session, including extending availability of quality child care, issuing drivers licenses to 
undocumented Minnesotans, committing to 100 percent renewable fuels for electricity 
production, and implementing strategies to end resentment against Muslims in the community. 
The forum is one of more than 50 conversations organized this spring by ISAIAH. It will run 
from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at Abubakar, which is located at 2824 13th Ave. S. 

 
Jim Crow of the North - Viewing hosted by Aneesa Parks on Thursday, April 4- The TPT 
documentary called "Jim Crow of the North" explores the origins of housing segregation in 
Minneapolis; continuing the conversations that began in our adult forums earlier this winter. Join 
Pastor Laurie and me for a viewing party and discussion in my home. I live at 1500 Queen Ave 
N., Minneapolis. You will drive by some of the sites in the video! I'll make space for the first 
eight people who are interested and available on Thursday, April 4 from 6:30-8:15. RSPV 
to AneesaMParks@gmail.com or text 651.717.8797. Pastor Laurie and I will provide snacks, 
sweets, wine and drinks.   Sound interesting? Not available? Consider hosting your own watch 
party!  

 

March 24 - Strategic planning pizza and potluck after church: We would like all members of 
the tables (Outreach, Worship and Arts, Community and Faith Formation) to plan on attending 
this meal after church, and everyone else who is interested is welcome to attend, too! Please 
bring a dish to share. The bread oven will be fired up for some pizzas too. We will gather for a 
meal and move into a SWOT analysis of our congregation - considering our Strengths, 
Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats. 

 

  

mailto:AneesaMParks@gmail.com
mailto:AneesaMParks@gmail.com


  
Direct Thrivent Choice Dollars® by March 31- Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have 
available Choice Dollars® have until March 31, 2019, to direct them. Don’t miss this 
opportunity to recommend that Thrivent Financial provide outreach funding to Our Saviour’s 
Lutheran Church. Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more. Or call 800-847-4836 and 
say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt.  Our Saviour’s has used Thrivent Choice dollars over the 
years to help pay for multiple picture directories, helped fund bread oven activities, and is now 
providing some income support to our annual budget.  Our Saviour’s received $500 in 
2018!  Any questions, contact Nancy Nygaard Johnson. 

 

Luther College Concert Band Concert- You are invited to a performance by the Luther 
College Concert Band on Saturday, March 23, 7:00 p.m., at Advent Lutheran Church, 9475 
Jefferson Highway, Maple Grove.  If you have never heard a top-notch concert band, these 57 
talented student musicians will uplift and inspire you. The concert is open to the public; a 
freewill offering will be taken. 

 

  



  
This week at Our Saviour’s 

Sun, Mar 17 9 – 10am Education for All Ages 
 10 – 10:30am Hospitality (HC) 
 10:30am  Worship (S) 
 5 – 7pm Living Questions (HC/ K) 
   
Mon, March 18 9 – 11am Archives Committee Meeting (basement) 
 6 – 7pm Staff/ Personnel Meeting (CR) 
   
Tues, March 19 12:30-2pm Staff Meeting (CR) 
 6 – 8pm Confirmation Dinner (Lind House) 
 6 – 7pm OSCS Executive Committee Meeting (CR)  
   
Wed, March 20 10:15 – 12pm Bible Study (CR) 
 12 – 4:30pm Neighborhood Quilting (HC) 
 5:30 – 8pm Wednesday Connection (HC/ S) 
 5:30 Soup Supper 
 6:30 Evening Prayer & Spiritual Practices 
 7:30 - 8:30pm Choir Practice 
   
Thurs, Mar 21 7:30 – 9:30am Women's Breakfast at The Birchwood Cafe 
   
Fri, Mar 22 OFFICE CLOSED 
   
Sat, Mar 23 9 – 12pm Faith Rooted Organizing  
 T:BA Audit Committee Meeting (CR)  
   
Sun, Mar 24 9 – 10am Education for All Ages- Godly Play 
 10 – 10:30am Hospitality (HC) 
 10:30am  Worship (S) 
 11:30 – 1pm ISAIAH Meeting (CR)  
 11:30 – 1pm Strategic Planning Potluck )H/ K) 
 5 – 7pm Living Questions (HC/ K) 
   

Electronic & Online Giving Options 
TEXT: 612-503-5971 QR Code APP: GivePlus 

 


