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In these days, we encounter both the threat of nuclear war and the efforts to prevent it 

intensifying. In this context, I find it consonant that the Revised Common Lectionary 

for June 26, Luke 9:51-62, has this passage: 

“When the days drew near for Jesus to be taken up, he set his face to go to Jerusalem. 

And he sent messengers ahead of him. On their way they entered a village of the 

Samaritans to make ready for him; but they did not receive him, because his face was 

set toward Jerusalem.   

When his disciples James and John saw it, they said, “Lord, do you want us to 

command fire to come down from heaven and consume them?” But he turned and 

rebuked them.” (OSLC is using a different lectionary this summer.) 

 

 Now it is certainly true that these first century people were not imagining that 

humans ourselves would rain down fire to consume people, much less the horror of 

widespread harm caused by nuclear weapons. But “fire coming down from the sky” is 

how modern children have described the bombardments they were fleeing. 

May the horrors being experienced by the Ukrainian people impel us to make lasting 

peace, instead of more horrors. 

 

Quite possibly the best bill currently in Congress is one that calls on the United States 

to ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons, and to use the $1.7 trillion 

taxpayer dollars currently budgeted for nuclear weapons "modernization" instead to 

address climate change, develop carbon-free, nuclear-free energy, and provide for 

other pressing needs such as healthcare, education, housing, and basic infrastructure. 

For instance, the US has more nuclear weapons than hospitals and is gearing up to 

make more plutonium, with all the resulting thousands of years of toxicity. Imagine 

what we could accomplish with the $113 million federal taxpayers in Minneapolis and 

the $67 million St. Paul taxpayers spent on nuclear weapons in 2021 alone. 

Please ask your US senators and representative to support the Nuclear Weapons 

Abolition and Economic and Energy Conversion Act. 

http://act.rootsaction.org/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=11837  
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